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Map 1: Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Boundary
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PART 1 CONTEXT

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1  Purpose of the AONB Management Plan

1.1.1 This Management Plan, undgection 89 of the Countryside and Rights of
Way Act 2000, formulates local authority policy and action in relation to the
management of the Wye Valley AONB. Regard will be given to this Management
Planwhich is a material consideration in the respectiveeGStrategies and Local
Development Plans / Local Development Frameworks of the constituent local
authorities, under National Planningliey Frameworkand Planning Policy Wales.

1.1.2 The AONB Management Plan is a pldz&sed plan derived through local
consensus. It seeks to define the approach to conserving and enhancing the natural
beauty of the AONB through the application of local solutions to local challenges that
also respect the national and international importance of the AONB. It is a ptae for
AONB, the landscape arttie people who live in, work in and visititnot just the

AONB Joint Advisory Committe€JAC) and AONB staff UnitLike its predecessors,
this Management Plgprovides guidance and strategic objectives, giving support and
direction to help steer positive landscape change, particularly to those bodies that
make up the Wye Valley AONB Joint Advisory Committee and the wider AONB
Partnership. It also provides guidance to the local communities and many
landowners, residents and itigs in the area. The Management Plan is thus for all

the bodies and individuals whose actions affect the AONB and who can play an
important part in helping to conserve and enhance the outstanding landscape of the
lower Wye Valley, for the benefit of botturrent and future generations. However

this Plan does not provide all the answers for the next five years. It addresses the
implications for the conservation and enhancement of the natural beauty of the area.
Meanwhile it complements a range of plastsategies and programmes that cover
other aspects in the administrative areas covering the Wye Valley AONB. In this
context it articulates the value of the landscape and the added value brought by the
designation and the role of the partnersinthe BONi n supporting soci et
through an integrated approach to land management.

1.13 This is thefourth statutory 5 year Management Plan following the earlier non
statutory Plans of 1992 and 198herefore this Management Plan sits in the context
and should inform subsequent iterations, of the following
National: National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949,
Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000,
National Planning Policy Framewaqrk
Planning Policy Wales,
Well-being d Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
Environment (Wales) Act 2@L
UK Climate Change Risk Assessment
A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment
Val ued and Resilient: Welsh Gover nme
Outstanding Natural Beauand National Parks

1
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Prosperity for all: a Low Carbon Wales
South East Wales Area Statement
County/District: Forest of Dean Core Strategy,
Gloucestershire Minerals Local Plan,
Gloucestershire Waste Core Straté@faste Local Plan
Herefordshire bcal Plan & Core Strategy,
Monmouthshire Local Development Plan.
MonmouthshirdPublic Service BoartVell-Being Ran
Monmouthshire Destination Plan
Herefordshire Destination Management Plan
Wye Nutrient Management Plan
Local: Wye Valley & Forest of Dean Tourism Destination Management Plan
Neighbourhood Development Plans
State of the AONB Report,
AONB Management Plan Action Plan,
Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA)
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
Wye Valley AONB Partnershipujdance notes and positions statements.
The SEA & HRA contain a list of policy documem&devant to the Wye Valley
AONB.

1.14 The preparation of this Management Plan was commenced #dutyi@018.

Biodiversity, Landscape and Planning officers from ltlocal Authorities met to

discuss the format of the review of thkenagement PlaR0152020including

undertaking a SWOT analysiBheJAC, in November 2018ndorsed the conclusion

that the 20182020 Management Plan remada sound foundation on which base

this Plan. The core of thiastPlanwasstill robust and the timetable difference with

ot her strategies & |l egislation would seem
the preparation of the subsequent RR0252030). Therefore proportiona¢ and

balanced | i g ha&reviewonas@roposed ich modifiesandupdates the Plan, but

retains tried and tested policies and content as appropriate.

1.1.5 A Consultation Draft AONB Management Plar2B5 was published in
Septembehsly 2019 with a 120 week public consultation period. In addition two
publ i€ n®drsep semmarssil-be-delden RossonrWye and Brockweir
with-key stakeholdertr DecembeBeptembdBDetober2019 to provide further
opportunities for everybody to inspect and coaminon the new AONB Management
Plan. The consequent recommended amendments to the AONB Management Plan
will be made and the Wye Valley AONB Joint Advisory Commitiek recommend
the finalised Plan for adoption by the Local Authoritie@@20. Screeing Reports
for the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats Regulation
Assessment (HRAVerearealso keingconsultedon by, in England: Natural England,
the Environment Agency and Historic England and in Wales: Cahtural
Resources Waleand the Welsh Governmeittetweenuly to September 2049.

The ManagemerRlanhas also been subject to a Future Generations Evaluation,
which includes Equalities and Sustainability Impact Assessments.

2
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12  AONB designation

12.1 The 46 Areas of Outstaing Natural Beauty (AONS§ in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland cover approximately 1/8th of the land surface. Together with
National Parks, AONBs represent our most outstandatgnallandscapes; unique
and irreplaceableationalassets, each witlush distinctive character and natural
beauty that they are recognisaal designated nationally be managed in the
interest of everyone local residents, businesses, visitors, and the wider puditid
protected for future generationghe AONBs are tle product of people and plaaad
are cultural landscapes of local and national valhey are also recognised
internationally as part of the global Protected Areas Family

1.2.2 The rich combination of breatlaking views, impressive geology, historic
legacies and diverse wildlife in the valley of the River Wye between Hereford and
Chepstow led to the designation, in 1971, of the valley and adjoining plateaux and
hills as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The Wye Valley AONB
covers 92km (58niles) of the lower reaches of the River Wye totalling an area of
327kmz2 (128 square miles), being 45km North to South and 11.3 km at its widest
(East- West) point. It stretches from Mordiford in the north, just east of the city of
Hereford, southward® the outskirts of Chepstow (see Map 1).

1.2.3 The Wye Valley AONB is unique among the 46 Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty and 14 National Parks in England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland in
being the only protected landscape to straddle amaltboundary; being 64% in
England and 36% in Wales. This provides a number of challemgespportunities

for the management of the Wye Valley AONB.

1.2.4 The primary purpose of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (and
National Parks) is to conserveand enhance natural beauty This was laid out
seventyyears ago in the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949,
modified in the Countryside Act 1968 and confirmed for AONBs in the Countryside
and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000. Supplemepnfaurposes to the AONB
designation were developed by government agencies in the 1990s (the Countryside
Commi ssion and Countryside Council for Wal
356, 19916 and reiterated by the Xountrysi.
These further AONB purposes are as follows:
A In pursuing the primary purpose, account should be taken of the needs of
agriculture, forestry and other rural industries, and of the economic and social
needs of the local communities.
A Particular regard shuld be paid to promoting sustainable forms of social and
economic development that in themselves conserve and enhance the
environment.
A Recreation is not an objective of designation, but the demand for recreation
should be met in an AONB so far as thisamsistent with the conservation of
natural beauty and the needs of agriculture, forestry and other uses.

125 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty share equal status with National Parks in
terms of scenic beauty and landscape protection. This wesrosid in the National

3
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Planning Policy Framework (NPPF parég2land Planning Policy Wald®PW para
6.3.8).

1.2.6 Unlike National Parks, AONBs are not authoritative bodies with their own
planning or development control functions and other executivegownstead,
responsibility for the designated purposes lies chiefly with the local authdidtiese
Wye Valley AONBbeing Forest of Dean District Council, Gloucestershire County
Council, Herefordshire Council and Monmouthshire County Coufidike
government departments and agencgsponsible for designating AONBs and
advising Government and others on ha@NBs should be protected and managed
areDefra, Natural England and Natural Resources W&IEW).

1.2.7 The CRoW Act (Section 85) also resrthat relevant authorities, in addition
to government and | ocal pl anning authoriti .
These include parish, town and community councils and the holders of public office.

1.2.8 On the grounds of good citizenship agehrdianship at least,duty of care for
the AONB also lies witlindividualsand organisations (private or third sector)
especially those who own or manage land in the A@N&alsowith the visitors to
the area.

1.2.9. The National Association for AOBIs 06 Ar t I n itComectingndscapes
Peopl e tsd rNd teuechéyd ashisterg of gkpressing the value of

AONBSs through the language of policy, by which the emotions of place are

inadequately distilled into the tools of protection, but thétyeia that we experience

landscape; it triggers emotion. To describe landscape to others without invoking an
experience is to fundamentally ignore our relationship with place and miss what it is

to be humam

13 What is Natural Beauty?

131 Thetermbnat ur al beautydé first gained curre
1907 Act which gave | egal status to the Na
and Nat ur ahle 19BleAddisbnyRéport on mechanisms to preserve the

countryside by Natioal Park statusicludes thghrase "to improve the means of

access for pedestrians to areas of natural bedtihas been the basis for the

designation of both AONBs and National Parks since the National Parks and Access

to the Countryside Act949in which, howeverthe term was not defined.

I
1

132 I n the 1949 Act ONatur al beautyd repl ac:
beautyd and O6characteristic | andscape beaut
of landscape character and beauty as an diestxperiencedCharacteris interpreted

in different ways with the Landscape Institute focusing on the pattern of landscape
elementswhile landscape archaeologists see the human procegsabirgpsest

| andscape 0c oandecolpgists noriger the quality @fdhe natural

processes and ecological systems which underpin pattetoysogfraphy and

vegetation. Natural beauty encompasses all of these views.

4
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1.3.3 Natural Beauty is defineith the Countryside Act 1968 s #ff | or a, f auna
geologc al and physiographical featureso. The.
components that make a landscape so scenic and distinctive; the wildlife, trees and

plants, and the shape of the land with its rivers and hills and rock outcrops. However,

it is recognsedand understod that 'natural’ landscapes of the British Isles are the

product of millennia of human intervention. Thereftznedscape is about the

relationship between people and place; the interaction between nature and culture.
Subsequent gg&vr nment gui dance provides a further
of AONBs encompasses everything n at ur al G that makestamarea n

distinctive: geology, climate, soil, plants, animals, communitielural associations,

archaeology, buildingghe people who live in it, past and present, and the perceptions

of t hose WRublwapprecstion is a key.cOmponent of natural beauty and

considerable provision for recreation and tourism in AONBs were made in the

National Parks and Accessthe Countryside Act 1949. dtural beauty goes well

beyond just scenic or aesthetic valliae 2019 Colchester Declaration, by the

Nati onal Associ at i oMatufalBeautphadNmrinsic valusandt es t h
means so much to people

1.3.4 ThisManagement Plan defines the natural beauty of the Wye Valley AONB
through the Statement of Significance, Landscape Featurethasgecial Qualities

of the AONB as outlineelow. Theseencompasssense of placéandscape beauty,
scenic beauty, amegitnatural and culturdieritage and landscape assets.

2. STATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE AND VISION
2.1  Statement of Significance for the Wye Valley AONB

2.1.1 The Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is regarded as
one ofthe finest lowland landscapes in Britain with the River Wye one the

nati onods f avhe AONBiswaddingthe English Welsh border, with the
river as the centrepiece, is an area of striking contrasts. hottie the river

meanders through throad meadows of the Herefordshire lowlands. The more
dramatic scenery, including famous spots like Symonds Yat and Tintern Abbey, lie
downstream from Rossn-Wye. Here the river has cdtamatic gorgeswith sheer
cliffs and steep wooded slopeiterspersed with bader valley reaches, with
rounded hills and bluffs.

2.1.2 The Wye Valley AONB contains gplendid variety of geological outcrops

and important examples attive and past geomorphologic processesormed over
millions of years, the underlying rocks haween worked on by ice and then the river
to produce the landscape of the Wye Valley we recognise today. The differing
geology has given rise torange of distinctive settlement and farming patterns

The oldest rocks are the Silurian limestones and samels that make up the grey
soils of the Woolhope Dome in the north of the AONB. The Old Red Sandstone
creates the fertile red and brown soils of the Herefordshire lowlands along with the
rich river alluvium of the floodplain. These softer rocks alloweslriver to meander
more widely. From Lydbrook the river cuts in and out of the harder Carboniferous
Limestone strata of the Forest of Dean plateau to form dramatic gorges. The area has

5
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afull sequence of the Carboniferous Limestone Seriesd excellent eposures and
formations including limestone pavemeguartz conglomerateaves, natural stream
channels and tufa damBhee are2 geologicalSites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSShand26 designated Local Geological Sites (LGS). These includevsites

rocks fomed in marine conditions, sorh&hly fossiliferousandsomedeposited on
semtarid land surfaces. There are deposits of iron minerals, river terraces formed in
interglacial conditions, landslip areas and calcareous tufa deposits whgthl are

forming.

2.1.3 The Wye Valley is particularly important for ith wildlife habitats . This is
reflected in the remarkable juxtaposition of three separate Special Areas of
Conservation (SAC), wunder the Barisapean Uni
SAC as well as being the first major river to be designated as a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) along its entire length. Nearly a thousand hectares of valley
side woodland are also designated a SAC. Nine roosting sites for Grebteysanr
Horseshoe bats make a third SAGcross the AONB thekdnderlying-thisare 6

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) including 4 National Nature Reserves
(NNRs) and 204 County logaky wildlife sites. The limestone woodlands are

renowned asa refuge of rare species and form parbroé of thelargest remaining

areas of ancient semnatural broadleaved woodland in the country In 2019 Pine
Martens were réntroduced to the areAs a predominantly wooded and riverine
environment, the Wye Valy has a greater combination of ancient and natural
featureghan virtually all the other AON8and National Parks in the URriority

Habitats cover nearly 17% of the English part of the AON#traditional orchards,
pastures, hay meadows, hedges amses within the farmed landscape also provide
rich habitats for wildlife. The strong mosaic of these habitats makes the landscape
robust and permeable for many species.

2.1.4 The AONB contains an abundance of sites of historic and cultural
significance.Many activitiesfundamental to the cultural identity of Britain have

an origin in the Wye Valley. This is reflected in the fact that there &&gtReduled
Monuments (SMs) in the Wye Valley AONB] registered Parks and GardeR3,
Conservation Areas ar8$9 Listed Buildings The river is both the backbone and the
border of the historic environment that underlays the landscape of the Wye Valley
AONB. There is a range dafistinctive settlement types and patterns, field systems,
and vernacular building 985 and material§-he whole of the lower Wye Valley,

from Goodrich to Chepstow, has been included irRégister of Landscapes of
Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales. Features range from caves with

Palaeolithic occupation, ancient forests, RomanGeitic settlements, defensive
structures such as hill forts, Offads Dyke
churches and monasteries. Tributaries cascade down side valleys to join the Wye,
giving focus to settlements and poweptoneering industriesincluding wireworks,
papermaking, tanning, tiplate and quarrying. The river was the main transport route
up and down the valley, superseded by the railway and eventually the roads. The
scenic qualities of the Wye Valley are important in the histogriof Landscaped

parks, gardens and viewpoints inspired some of the great British poets and writers.
The Reverend William Gilpin was inspired in 1770 to write his treatise on the notion
and depiction of landscape and gave birth tadthei ct ur e s gntt &$a mo v e me
result of his work the valley became very popular with visitors.
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2.1.5 The lower Wye Valley remains nationally renowned dgstination for

tourism and recreation with 2.3 million tourist days per annumOvernight stays,

while common, are outgighed by day trips with many people travelling for less than
2 hours to visit the Wye Valley. Amongst these visitors are some 8918@0
residentsliving and/or working in the market towns, villages and hamlets of the Wye
Valley AONB.

2.1.6 Thehigh quality environment of the lower Wye Valley makes a significant
contribution to the dhewaedgualitg aftheMyeni ¢ devel o
enabls abstractiorof drinking waterat Lydbrook andMonmouth The natural beauty

of the area is recognised @mntributing to economic activitiesand well-being such

as tourism and inward investment, as well as the owguality of life, making the

Wye Valley a more attractive place in which to live and work. However, the general

locality is renowned for liméd job opportunities. Many residents work outside the

AONB, often commuting to Birmingham, Bristol or Cardiff. The reality for some is

an area of low incomes, limited housing, inadequate services and poor transport.

2.1.7 Agriculture, forestry and tourism are the main industries that operate in the
landscape of the lower Wye Valleyong withmineral extraction Combined together
they have to a large exterriafted the landscapewe see today. Agriculture and

forestry are the most apparent land uses faitimland covering 58% of the AONB

and woodland 27%. There is a great diversity of enterprises dependant on all these
industries, which tend to be characterised by low pay and seasonal employment. The
viability of some of these businesses can have sogmitiimplication for the natural
beauty and social webleing of the areaTourism, from the early days of The Wye

Tour, has focused on the river corridor and the market towns. It is still predominantly
based aroundnjoyment of the scenic beautand thepalimpsestheritage of the

Wye Valley. With increasing diversification tourism is spreading throughout the
AONB. Limestone extraction continuesatecommercial quasr, with another

abutting the AONB boundary. ditherof these quarries are operatingudt capacity

at the moment.

2.1.8 The majority of employment in the AONB comes from distribution, education,
manufacturing, public administration and tourism. The growth of environmentally
beneficial activities in these sectors is becoming an inoglggmportant factor in

the local economy. For example the increased interéstatly produced foodis
generating renewed investment locally in environmdatal management, local food
processingand distribution, food tourism, education and recogatiOther influences
that have the potential to benefit the local economy include changes in working
practices and the development of woodfuel and other local renewable energy
technologies.

2.1.9 TheSpecial Qualities of the Wye Valley AONBwhichcontribute
significantly to the ecosystem goods and services of theadsted below and
tabulated inrable8.
1. Overall Landscape
of 16 Landscape Management Zones (see TaBléMhp 2 - at reaj with
key featurs and links to he other Special Qualities
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Biodiversity

2. Woodlands

3. The river & tributaries

4. Speciegich grassland, including small field pattern of un/semproved
grassland, often bounded by drystone walls or old hedges

5. Boundary habitat diversity & connediiy, e.g. between grassland &
woodland, farmland & heathland, tidal river & ASNW, hedges &/or
drystone walls, lanes, banks, verges and fields & woods

Geological

6. Silurian Rocks

7. LowerDevoman-—l:ewepOld Red Sandstone

9. Carboniferous Limestone

10.Riverine geomorphology

Visual and Sensory

11.Picturesque, extensive & dramatic views.

12.Overall sense of tranquillity, sense of remoteness and naturalness / wildness

Historic Environment

13. Prehistoric sites from Palaeolithic to Iron Age

14Roman and early Medieval sites includirt

15. Mediaeval Defensive and Ecclesiastical sites and associated landscapes

16. Postmedieval industrial sites and associated landscapes

17.Railway heritage

18. Ancientand veterarrees

19. Historic/ registeregarks and gardens

20.Vernacular architecture: Farmsteads, Commoners cottages, Estate houses

Language

21.Welsh language & accent; Forest of Dean & South Herefordshire di&lects
accents

Access and Recreation

22.0Id tracks: often in sunken ways &/or bounded by drystone walls

23.0f f ads Dyke Path

24.Wye Valley Walk

25.Access land

26. Small commons; largest are Coppet Hill, Broadmoor, Staunton Meend,
Whitelye, The Hudnalls

Other

27.0rchards

2.2 The Vision for the Wye Valley AONB
2.21 The following was developed for the 2009 AONB Management Plan as a

20 year vision and remains a true encapsulation of how we want the AONB to be in
15y e a r sand keyomile

The WyeValley Area of Outstanding Natural Bea@&yONB)will be a landscape

8
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1 that continues to evoke inspiration in a wide range of people

1 where some degree of change is accepted and its impacts accommodated through
positive management including effective adéiph to and mitigation of climate
change

1 where the distinctive mix of steep valley sides and rolling hills, covered with
ancient and sematural woodland, mixed farmland, and scattered settlement
dominate the landscape along with the meandering river

1 where the natural anteritageassets are in good ordewell-understood and
accessible where appropriate fully compatible useand adapted and changed
in ways which respect and enhance their significance

I with a robustmosaic of inteirconnected semiatural habitats for native wildlife,
particularly around grassland, wetland and woodland

1 providing functioning services and resources for society, including flood storage,
food, timber, tourism and minerals

1 which provides work for local people, who mak®d use of the varied resources
the area has to offer

1 where both visitors and residents are able to enjoy the area, particularly for
sustainable tourism, recreation and informed appreciation of the historic and
natural environment, with minimal confliot disturbance from other users

1 where association with the Wye Valley continues to benefit the surrounding
villages, market towns and counties

1 supported by the good will, pride and endeavour of local people, visitors, and the
public, private and voluary sectors

1 worthy of its designation as an internationally important protected landscape.

3. MANAGING CHANGE
31 Introduction

3.1.1 The Wye Valley has always been subject to natural and cultural changes and

this will inevitably continue. Our actis inexorably lead to change and we have to
recogniseand adapt to chang€he increasing impacts of climate change and loss of
biodiversity are particularly significant. The countryside has evolved as a result of

natural processes atahd managemerpractices and this evolution will continue as

demands from consumeaad usergontinue to changdt is neither possible nor
desirable to 6fossilised a |l andscape, and
functioning countryside Table2 andTable8 below outline what the landscape

9
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features an&pecial Qualitie®f the area are that people value and wish to see
remaining in the landscape, and the ecosysfeodsand services that the landscape
provides. Understanding these interrelations helps us recognise what is required to
manage, adapt arsdistain those assetnd servicesthe natural resources and natural
capital,for future generation.

3.1.2 Inthe past change has often been quite gradual. Tbdayature, speed and
extent of changes induced blymate changenodern lifestyles and management
practices are more threatening to ¢vesysters, landscape and natural beauty.
Indeed the speed and scale of changes in lifestyles, agriculture andiramgpe last
seventy years are unprecedented and, along with the impacts of climate ah@nge
biodiversity lossthreaten to degrade distinctive landscape features and wildlife
habitats; but there are opportunities to adapt and arrest destructive anateres.

3.1.3 Many of the pressures we face now will erode the assets and character of the
area unless we make positive choices about what we want to see happen, and make
sometimes difficult decisions to achieve this. Thus the impetus in the AONB needs to
focus on the most effective solutions to managing those factors influencing change
The challenge it conserve the distinctive features &pecial Qualitiesf the

AONB, to maintain the ecosystem services the area provides and to seek to enhance
all of these where they are judged to be deteriorating. We must do this for the benefit
of current and future generations.

3.1.4 The main activities and pressures in the AONB are laid olalrte9 below.

This identifies the impacts thate likely to force change in the Wye Valley AONB

over the next five years and beyond. These need to be recognised and managed, or
the cumulative effect of all these changes could have a significant detrimental impact
on theSpecial Qualitiesind ecosystas of the AONB.

3.1.5 The outbreak of the Coronavirus (Co:vifl), declared by the World Health
Organi sati on as inaVamth@020,has impdetadiit global anal
national economy and disrupted social, cultural and travel ndimssocial al

economic emergency, combined with thienate and eologicalemergencywill have

a significant, but as yet uncertain, impact on the landscape, nature and culture of the
area However the opportunity for a Green Recovery is widely recognised.

3.2  Forces for Change
Some of the most dominant forces for change are outlined below:

3.2.1 Climate change& Climate emergency:

3.2.1.11n 1971, when the Wye Valley was designated an AONB, the globally
averaged C@concentration in the atmosphere was 326 gaatsnillion (ppm). These

have now risen to 411ppm and are expected to increase further. This is having a
significant impact on temperatures with the years between 2015 and 2018 being the
four warmest on record. The Exponential Climate Action Roadmap r&edr8)
states fAiThe world is on the verge of a
confirms it is necessary, desirable and achievable to halve greenhouse gas emissions
by 2030 in every sector of the economy with existing technologies, and momentum i

1C
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growing. But crossing the tipping point will require largeale behavioural change

driven by greater climate leadership, stronger policies and the application of

exponential technologies. By exponential technologies we mean both technologies

and businesmodels that are designed to reach a global scale rapadtitin a

decade. Aligning their disruptive capabil i:
successful, we are at the start of one of the most exciting and dramatic changes in

human history. o

3.2.1.2 Thelocal authoritiesoveringthe AONB and Welsh Government have
declared a climate emergendyne Committee on Climate Change recommends a new
emissions target for the Usf netzero greenhouse gases by 2050 ai#b%
reductiontarget in WalesA netzerogreenhouse gas emissidasget for 2050 will
deliver on thdJ K écemmitment made by signing the Paris Agreem@n2018 the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warned the world that "rapid, far
reaching and unprecedented" chagere needed if the climate crisis was to be
tackled effectively. The 2018 IPCC Special Regol obal wardémi ng of 1. 5
states:
i Cl i -neltederisks for natural and human systems are higher for global
warming of 1.5°C than at present, but lower tlzr2°C.
AOn | and, impacts on biodiversity and e
extinction, are projected to be lower at 1.5°C of global warming compared to
2°C.
fClimaterelated risks to health, livelihoods, food security, water supply, human
secuity, andeconomic growth are projected to increase with global warming of
1.5°C and increase further wi2fC.03.2.1.3 The changing climate is likely to have
significant direct and indirect impacts on landscape character, local distinctiveness
and qualiy. Flooding and drought events, more frequent extreme weather, erosion,
wildfires, diseases affecting tree cover and changing land cover, habitats and species
ranges are examples of how the landscape may change to a greater or lesser degree, in
the short olong term. Landscape changes may also be evident from mitigation
measures, such as renewable energy generation, water resource management and
adaptation through the planned expansion of woodland.

3.2.1.4 The UK Climate Chang®rojectionfUKCPL18) projects greater chance of
hotter,drier summers and warmer, wetter wintersr@ss Wales by 2050, average
annual temperatures are projected to increase by 2.3 degrees. In summer, daily
maximum temperatures are projected to increase by 3.4 degrees andirdailyjte
minimum temperatures are predicted to increase by 2.5 degrees. Rainfall is projected
to increase in winter on average by 14% and decrease in summer by 16%, however
overall the total annual average rainfall is predicted to remain the same.

3.2.1.5 The effects of climate change may not be that consistent overyta$of

this Plan. However we are likely to encountesre energy in weather system and
more extreme weather, with potentially prolonged summer heatwaves but when it
does ran it will be more intense. Wet winters are likely to get wetter and flood risk
will become more severe in some plad¥e may swing from ndtaving enough
water todealing with too muchThere are potentiallyncreased riskfrom
interdependenciesthe cumulative inpactsof multiple weather events in a short
period.Therefore some of the most likely outcomes are:
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Greater fluctuations in water table levels
Increases in localised flooding, and associated pollution risks, soil erosion and
property and crop damageor example, heavy rainfall may result in soil
erosion higher up the Wye resulting in pollution of the water course
downstream
1 Increase in storm events may result in greater tree fall and land slip,
particularly in the steep Wye Valley woodlands resulting imaige to and
blocking of roads
1 Bridgesmay be atisk from increasedver flows and accumulation of storm
debris
1 Changes in species distribution (including arrival of-native species and
potential loss of species for which suitable climate conditicsegpgear)
1 Changes in phenology (timing of natural events such as migratory patterns of
winter and summer visiting birds, egg laying dates, emergence of flowers and
leaves etc.)
Increased levels of over wintering pest species
Potential for newpests andiiseases of crops, trees and livestock
Increased spring and summer fire risks on woodland and heathland
Increased storm damage to, and losses of, field and hedgerow trees
Introductions of new crops and increased viability of existing ¢riaps
example vinegrds.
Changing patterns of visitor numbers with increased usage throughout the year
and particularly during the O6shoul der 6
1 Increased vulnerability of historic environment features (e.g. wetter ground
conditions on monumentssing greater poaching, increased decay of
redundant farm buildings, erosion or damage of bankside archaeological
features and structures such as bridges, watermills, wharves and forges.
Much of the above increase risks bursinessesvho need tanake sure they are
resilient and can keep going through periods of disrupliotne River Wye water
flows are maintained above an agreed minimum level by release#hkeditan
Valley Reservoirs to ensure sufficient water levels for drinking water abstractions
from the Wye at Lydbrook and Monmowdhd alsdo protect the aquatic
environment

E |

= =4 -4 -8

=

3.2.16 Thechallenges for deliering such significant changecludeirg priorities for
decarbonising homes, energy and agriculture; improsd@mgon sequestration,

resouce use and efficiency and maintaining indiasttompetitivenessAs well as
drasticredudionsin greenhouse gas emissiong will also need tehangs the way

we do things to take account of the changedimate and maintain ecosystem

functions Thee i s a need t addeshetconttibntorathatthyed and t o
AONB and AONB based activities, such as tourism, transport, exploitation of

renewable materials, design and siting of housing, etc. can make to reducing

greenhouse gas emissiomiile bulding resilience for our welbeing and future

generations

3.2.17 Ecological connectivity and robust habitat networksluding hedgeroywvill
allow for the movement aghobilespecies in the face of climate change. Restored
habitats can be utiligeto reduce the impacts of extreme events related to climate
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change. For example, restored woodlands and wetirdtisatural flood management
measuresanhelp alleviate the impacts of flooding. The adoption of an integrated
landscapescale approach wittreate more resilient networks and habitats that

|mprove the adaptlve capa(:lty of the countryS|de and the maintenance of ‘ecosystem

3.2.18 Green Infrastructures a clear mechanisthatdelivers ecosystenservicesn
which landscape, biodiversity, accessibility and qualityfe benefits are supported
through sustainable communities. Green Infrastructaretherefore plag vital role
in tackling climate changédy:-
Sustaining diversity bynemoting ecological connectivigndrobust habitats
A Restoing and managinyabtatse.g.woodlands/vegetatignto help reduce

flooding and offset air pollution whilst also conserving the key features and
characteristics which have led to the AONB designation that make it so
attractive to locals and visitors today.

A Providingsustainale urban drainagend natural flood management (NFid)
absorb excess rainfall and ensuring the character oifvétreand tributaries are
not degraded.

A Contributingspace to grow foods using sustainable methodspitamsoting
healthy diets for local comamities but also enhancing biodiversibyoviding
jobs and educational benefits.

A Safeguarding accessible green space which helps reduce the effects of urban
heat islands and also contributes to pe@pense of health and wdleing as
well as having emnomic benefits relating to tourism

A Reducing carbon emissions through encouraging alternative modes of
transport by walking and cycling whilst also supportieglth well- being
andtourism.

Planning Policy Wales (PPW 1placesanemphasis on deliverg multi-functional
benefits within development through thevision of integrated green infrastructure.
Building with Nature was developed in Gloucestershire aach&ionally recognised
benchmark of excellence for Green Infrastructure.

3.2.19 Key challenges in tackling adaptation to climate change withbesped with

which we need tghae and adopgood practiceSome measures to adapt to predicted

changes might have unintended consequences for the landsisageéc environment

and biodiverdy, such as new reservoirs or renewable energy infrastructure. Therefore
goodplanning is required to reduce negative impactdsecure positive benefits.

The UK6s third Climate ChangeéueiR208k As s ess me

3.2.2 Standardisation: The overall pressure for standardisation in many aspects of
life can have an erosive effect on the natural beauty and distinctive character of an
area. The cumulative effect of the replacement of locally distinctive features with
standardised materiatsin create a creeping urbanisation of the rural landscape.
Standardised highways infrastructure, replacing drystone walls with mortared walls,
hard surfacing of green lanes or uniform design in a new development are all
examples of adopting standards timay not complement the landscape features and
Special Qualitie®f the AONB.Examples ofdamagingand cumulative effects
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suggest thahese issueseed greater consideration within planning applications in the
AONB.

3.2.43 Agriculture : There areconsideable chliengesfor farming in the UK, with
the UKOs de p a pdtentially havimg@mmpadi en markét access,
welfare standards and future subsidy arrangem&he&se ismovement towards a
system of payment f or adyroenménialandgroneed sd i n ar
welfare standarddh e  Ur&dactiontargetson greenhouse gasmissionsalsoputs
agriculture as a key area which requires action to meet taiidetee isuncertainty
around how productivity fits into this mix and how the systeithpromote
sustainability and stewardship while enabling efficient and competitive fammihg
reduced emissiorend increased carbon sequestratarmers need to ensure they
are equipped with the knowledge and expertise to deliver effective sustdarab
managemerdas well agesponthg to innovative and disruptive technologies to
deliver improved farm productivityGovernment and the agricultural industry need to
address the barriers to uptake and investnmidr.subsequent changeddaoming
pradices may force change on the landscape that are undesirable or unintentional
while other may be positive

3.24 Forestry: The concept of muHpurpose forestry underpins modern forestry
policy. Recreational use of the woods remains higinber pricesparticularly for
firewood are buoyant and markets strong. This is encouraging private owners back
into managing their woods and grants can assist with improving the access for
increased harvesting and for producing robust management plans. However in many
parts of the Wye Valley the woods remain uagemaged and ovenature.

Meanwhik buyersof wood products are increasingly demanding assurances about the
quality and impacts of forest managemerdrtication is one way of providing such
an assurance amduch of the Wye Valley woodlands are already certifiedst
activities, such as planting conifers in ancient seatural woodland and on
heathlandis being reversed. Historically the Wye Valley woodlands were managed
for woodfuel in the form of chaoal. The development of modern woodfuel markets
could increase the management of these woods once Haweyverthis will need

larger access tracks for modern machinery. These changes would revert the
continuousevenageaoveredforest canopyo whichpeope have become

accustomed over recent years, to a more dynamic patchwork of dHéeyet

coppiced coups and stands of maturingdifer timberand wildlife with ancient and
veteran trees managed sympathetically throughiche overall connectivity of
woodlands in the valley mean the wildlife habitats are fairly robust. However there
are significant threats to a variety of tree speciearbycreasing array gbests and
diseases, whichrehavng a dramatic impact on both the landscape and the viability
of some forestry practicesn particular,Chalara / Ash Dieback is affecting the
majority of Ash trees in the area and the loss of significant numbers of trees is
inevitable. The diversity of the Wye Valley woodlands means the forest cover will
continuebut other species includin§ycamoreand-otherspeciasill replace the Ash,
changing the nature of the woodlands. MeanwRligtophthora ramorutnas
significantly affecedlarch plantationsvith clear felling of larch trees in the Wye
Valley.
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3.2.5 Transport: Private vehicle and HGV use remains the dominant form of
transport although cycling is increasing in the lower Wye Vall€geincrease in
electric cars is unlikely to affect this trend especially with declining public transport
services.Incremental changda transport infrastructurean erode local

distinctiveness and natural beauty and mar the landscape character. For;example
concrete curbing is installed to prevent increased erosion of yeiges proliferate

to direct and inform thdriver, and these are bigger and brighter to gain attention. In
Wales bilingual signs are even larger. Street lighting has also increased so that main
junctions are fully lit and what were once quiet obscure rural crossroads may now
have a minroundabotiand a dozen street lamps. Sustainable transport options are
required which avoid these pitfalls.

3.2.6 Tourism and Recreation: Visitors support an important part of the local
economy beingone ofthe largest sectenf employment in the AONBBut managing

the flow of visitors, particularly in the peaks and trou@feen weather dependent), is

a challenge along with maintaining appropriate staffing levels to service this variable
demand, thus very reliant on péirhe local labourOvertourism accading to
Responsible Travetccurs when there are too many visitors to a particular
destination. Of course defining 6too many?o
jammed with tourist vehicles, when wildlife is scared away, when tourists cannot
view landmarks because of the crowds, when fragile environments are degraded, that
is overtourism.The investment generated by tourisanhelp to sustain aspects of

the local environmentHowever the trend for late booking and discounting is

reducing the profability for many businessepgarticularly the small famikyun
businessegy/pical of the Wye Valley. This is exacerbated by rising costs. When
visitors spend less or expect more for less money, it is often the food and drink
industry which is hardest hithis part of the industry can be an integral part of
supporting local production and landscape conserva¥iitors also bring pressures

on the local infrastructure, such as facilities, roads and,tvaits modifications

required to accommodatieeir needs omitigateagainst the impacts.

3.2.7 Development pressuresThe UK population will continue to grow, and its
demands and expectations continue to evolve. This is likely to increase pressures on
ecosystem servicesexacerbated byglimate changempacs. As more people require
more houses in which to liveyanywishing to live in the countryside while working

in neighbouring towns and citiethere is accompanyirgrowth in road traffic. This

all has an effect on the tranquillity and undevelopatire of the area. Conversely,
some people may perceive the AONB designation itself as a threat to the modern
aspirations and | ifestyles of the areads r
market towns adjacent to the€OAIB can alleviate the pressui@ development in the
AONB but the associated growth in traffiew still have significant implications for
thearea A robustGreen Infrastructure approach when considering development
allows the holistic consideration of a wide range of aspects wdaolcontribute
positivelyto ecosystem services atite AONB.

3.2.8 Quality of life: As the demographics of the population in the AO&BIveso

the requirements of local communities change. This has already led to the loss of
local services includinghe closure omanyvillage shops and rural pubs. Agriculture

and forestry remain the dominant land uses but less and less people in the countryside
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have any connection to the growing or processing of local produce. Most of our rural
landscapes are oddiiet now as they are increasingly occupied by people who do

not work in the villages and who are not there during the day. For those left behind,
suchascar ess parents, young people and the el c
the countaogrstirdie®yt edhagso much to some peopl €
become a key feature of social isolation emphasising the emptiness and silence of

their situation. If we do not want our settlements to be soulless dormitories or week

end resorts we must find wayo sustain, recover or improve the core quadind

affordability, of life for people living and working in the Wye Valley AONB. It is

also important to ensure that the quality of life that visitors to the Wye Valley

experience here is good too.

3.3 Changes since designation

3.3.1 The Wye Valley was designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) in 1971. Thepublisheddesignation history gives an outline of the key
features and reasons for designating the lower Wye Valley as an Adiv&ver
thereis not muctconsistent baseline information from which to measure what
changes have occurred in the landscape over the niggrlyéars since the Wye
Valley was designated.

3.3.2 A comparison ohabitat survegfrom the early 1970s and 20113 overa 10%

parcel of the AONBthe Gloucestershire part north of St Briavels, provide a useful

insight into changes since designation. The comparison analysis is ongoing but

interim resultgeportthe following:
ATher e ar e s ev eeslaetwees the tivoksurveygs. THei f f er enc
proportion of broadleaved or mixed woodland, as opposed to solid conifers,
has increased considerably, whilst unimproved grasslands and orchards have
almost disappeared from the map in most areas. Smaller habitat featlres su
as scrub and bracken patches, small ponds and strips of new planting
(including a couple of new orchard patches) have increased:

Deciduous woodland: +59%
Coniferous woodland: -43%
Mixed woodland: +18%
Scrub: +23%
Improved gras$ specespoor: +6%
Unimproved grass and specigsh semiimproved:-41%
Orchards: -87%
Open water: +140%

ADespite the apparent timelessness of t|
been big changes since the 1970s. Potential drivers for these siasigde:

1. Changes in farming subsidies, leading to abandonment or diversification

away from extensive pasture, especially in the more hilly areas;

2. Removal of orchards during the 1970s may also have been encouraged by

grants, including grantsforfawr i mpr ovement s which requir
near to existing farm buildings;
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3. A change in forestry policy leading to replanting of conifer plantations with
more diverse mixtures of trees. Outside of the Forestry Commission land some
felled areas appear lmve been converted to other uses or allowed to grow

into scrub;

4. More use of grassland improvement appears to have led to most

Auni mprovedo grasslands either being
fi

bracken or scrub. Some f pethfomespeeiesod
diversity, however, possibly due to organic farming or the use of minimal

I mprovement on acid grassland, which

Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental Records (GCIOR}®.

3.3.3 The following sutmarisedurthernotable changes that have impacted on the
AONB since designatiom 19721-

o

(@)

(@)

(@)

(@)

O O

(@)

o

The A40 dual carriageway had been constructed by 1971 but subsequent
development along the roadside has continued to impact on the natural beauty
of the area.

Most major industry had ceased in the valley by 1971, but development of
redundant sites has not always been sympathetic to the heritage or natural
beauty of the valley.

The railway line, closed by 1971, has overgrown significantly providing a tree
line where before was a managed transport corridor.

Agricultural intensification has significantly changed the AONB in some
places; field boundaries and orchards have been removed in more intensively
farmed areas and much floodplain grassland has been plougtedlfle use.
Recently there has been a resurgence in cider production and consequently
more orchards have been planted, albeit with bush varieties ttadimer

standard trees.

The mixture of gardens, rough ground, churchyard, $eriral grassland,
scatered trees and walls that characterises [many of] the village[s] provides
far greater habitat variety than the commercial farmland ne@®bterken

2008)

The number of farmers and people employed in farming has declined steeply.
Most quarries in thAONB have closed, but the last remaining large quarries
in or adjacent to the AONB are still working extensions.

Many more people work fromedicated home officedn some parts of the
AONB thisamountgo about 10% of theesidentworkforce, equivalento

over 3home officeper sagarekm.

The dramatic decline in salmon stocks in the river is slowly recovering
although numbers remain low

0 _The planting of conifers in ancient woodland sitesdigsificantly reduced in

o

response to higher grants for brazallesand several areas of heathland have
been restored.
Significant increases in deer numb@rd speies)are putting unsustainable

o

o

pressure on woodlands.

The unauthorised release of boar/feral pigs into the Forest ofi®ehanging
the character anglublic perception of some woodland

Visitor numbers to the area appear to have declined from highs in the late
1970s and early 1980s, but are increasing again.
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0 Increasing recreational activity and individual car use continues to exert
pressure on hongyot sites such as Tintern and Symonds Yat.
Canoeing on the river has increased.
o Housing and development pressure has increased, to the detriment of the stock
of affordable housing.
o Many villages and rural areas have lost their shops, pubs and patimist
although new community initiatives haveapened some village shops.

(@)

4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PLAN

Theguiding principleghat underpirtheapproach to managing the AONB are
sustainable developmem&tural resource managemehg ecogstem approach and
the landscape approach.

4.1  Sustainable development

411 The concept of &6s ust aontheadéfihitonfoomthe | op ment
Worl d Commi ssion on Environment and Devel o]
idevel op me nstthe mekds of the presemttwithout compromising the ability

of future gener at i o nfBe UKgovemmeanis commitedto own n e
the delivery of thel7 Sustainable Development Goé&DG) agreed in 2015 at the

United NationsThe SDGs are umpinned by the principle of universality. This

means that all nationand all people, are responsible for their achievernettt

internationally and domesticallipelivering the SDGs sets us on a trajectory to end

poverty and inequality, improve healthdawellbeing, end the devastating decline of

biodiversity and ecosystems, and reduce the impacts of climate change. They offer a

route to a better, more sustainable and just, future. However, governments alone

cannot deliver the Goals. Partnership and iratiétkeholder participation is also

essential. Gllaboration is criticahs we cannot neglect the challenges we face

domestically nor ignore the reliance and impact our way of life has on the rest of the

world.

4.1.2 A move tomanagingsustainaliity will require an appropriate mixture of
regulations, technology, financial investment and education, as well as changes in
individual and societal behaviour and adoption of a more integrated, rather than
conventionakectoria) approach to ecosystem management

4.13 In Wales, the overarching sustainable development context is enshrined

through the Wetbeing of Future Generations (WFG) Act. The Environment Act,

which integrates the managemehth at ur al resources into the '\
development atatecturei theseven wehlbeing goalsintroduced a further set of

principlesi the 5 ways of workingwhich apply to the managemaitWa |l es 6 nat ur al
resources. In this way, a tvier policy architecture existahichis notonly aligned

closelywiththee UG s ar c hi t e aignedto¢he intérnational lesvel,anl s o

particular, the UNSustainabldDevelopmenGoals, Framework Convention on
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Climate Change and the UN Convention on Bi
approach.

4.1.4 Sustainable Managemeof Natural Resource(SMNR)ensurs thatthe most
is made in Walesf the opportunities that Wales' natural resources provide. This
respecs the limits of natural processes that continue to be our life support sydtem.
overall aim is to ensure thatahs has increasingly resilient and diverse ecosystems
that deliver economic, environmental and social ben&fdar objectives for SMNR
are:

1. Stocks of natural resources are safeguarded and enhanced

2. Ecosystems are resilient to expected and unfaredemnge

3. Contributing to a circular economy with more efficient use of natural resources

4. Wales has healthy places for people, protected from environmental risks
In both England and Wales natural resource managemeattisularlyevident
throughriver catchment management

4.15 TheNational Planning Policy Framewo(klPPF) for England has a
Apresumption i n f avourHowelerthigiaednati nabl e devel
automatically applyn AONBs becauséunder NPPRparagraph 1 footnote6) there
areotherspecificpolicies in tle NPPFthat protecAONBs (paragraph 172) which
providea strong reason for restricting the overall scale, type or distribution of
development in the areA 2019 High Court case in Haslemere (Surrey Hills AONB)
confirmed that th impact of any development on an AONB can provide a reason for
refusal that disengages the oO0tilted bal anc:
same as excluding it from the presumption in favour of development as it means that
the decisiormaker @n weigh up the harm to the AONB (giving it great weight as
required under para 172) against the potential benefits without having to apply a
weighting in favour of permissiofthis does not constitutefavour against

sustainable developmeint AONBs andindeed reinforces that change (i.e.
development) will occur in many aspects of life and the environment but that where
change does occur it must managed a manner which contributes to a better

quality of life for current and future generations, withondermining the quality of

the natural environmentherefore gstainable management means a future Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty which continues to justify its designation as a nationally
important area of highly valued functioning landscape wighrettive features and
Special Qualitieswhich is also a living, working area, witibrantcommunities

where people want to live and work aridit andwhere they will continue to want to

do so.

4.2  Natural Capital

4.2.1 The benefits we derive fno the natural world are critically important to
humanwelb ei ng. The Management Pl anbendapts the
central principle in the implementation of tBenvention on Biological Diversity
(CBD, 2004) Thisfocuses on the holistic amdtegrated management of land, water
and living resources to promote conservationsugtainable usendthe three
objectives of the Convention:
1 Conservation of biologicalnd geologicadliversity;
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9 Sustainable use of its components;
i Fair and Equitable Shag of benefits arising from genetic resources.

4.2.2 The ecosystem approach provides a mechanism which can be is@dadb
whole ecosystems during the decision making process, and for valuiecptestem
services they provide, ensuring that socezty maintain a healthy and resilient

natural environment for current and future generations. In the context of sustainable
development, decisions needd® made within environmental limits and at an
appropriate spatial scale, whilst recognidiing cumuléive impacts of decisions.

River catchments are recognised as an appropriatefecéhés, including the Wye
catchmentas are woodland connectiviilynd hedgerometworks

4.2.3 Natural capital refers to both the living (e.g. fish stocks, forests) amd n

living (e.g. minerals, energy resources) aspects of nature which produce value to

people, both directly and indirectly. It is this capital that underpins all other capital in
oureconomyandsocieté) s senti ally, natural .Frompi t al i s
these assets we derive a flow of benefits knowecasystem service8. monetary

value can be placed on some elements of the natural sysiegthe concepif

division of assets and flowBor instancet he &6 Mar ches Ecosystem As:
Assessment of the Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services Value in Herefordshire,
Shropshire and Telford & Wrekind was publ i
behalf of the Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin Local Nature Partnership. This included

Annualised and @pitalised Baseline Value of Assessed Ecosystem Services in each

of the 3 counties in The Marches (Herefordshire, Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin).

The Wye Valley AONB cover 7% of Herefordshire which accounts for 46% of the

AONB. Therefore some analysischaxtrapolations can be made from the

Herefordshire datdVhile the accuracy of thesalculationscanbe disputed, they

help to underline the importance of an ecosystesnis et ( 6 st ddowewke), t o s ocC.
it is critical in undertaking any valuati@xergse that intrinsic and incalculable value

delivered by ecosystem andltural assets are recognised. A balanced approach to

natural beautynd its conservation and enhancement cannot be fully economically

valued, so cannot be fairly weighed against devakts which wouldiestroy or

damage those ecosystem stocks in simple economic terms.

4.2.4 1In England Biodiversity Net Gain is an approach to development that leaves
biodiversity in a better state than before. Where a development has an impact on
biodivesity it encourages developers to provide an increase in appropriate natural
habitat and ecological features over and above that being affébiedhtentions

that the current loss of biodiversity through development will be halted and ecological
netwoks can be restored.

4.3  Ecosystem services

4.3.1 Ecosystem services afee services provided by nature that benefit people.
The environment isur life support system, important for its intrinsic value, as well as
providing water, producingur food, @ergy and timber, sustaining our wildlife and
creating employment and incom@rth billions of pounds (TEEB, 2010). Ecosystem
Services (ESs) are the multiple bendfitsnans obtain either directly or indirectly
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from these ecological systems and incledrices pertaining to food provision,
carbon sequestration, water regulation and nudingrs, all of which are essential for
human welbeing (Millennium Ecosystem Assessm@iEA), 2005; Troy &

Wilson, 2006). The MEA categorised ecosystem services intdfoad categories
(Table1FablelTablelTablel).

Table 1: Ecosystem Services (MEA, 2005)

Service Categories Examples of specific services

Provisioning Food, fibre, fuel, biematerials and clean water.
Reguating Climate regulationgarbon sequestratiofipod protection,

pollination, air/soil/water quality

Cultural Education, cultural heritage, sense of place, health,
recreation, tourism and aesthetic value

Supporting Soil formation, nutrient cycling, ater cycling and
primary production

4.3.2 Ecosystem services are part of the wider integrated ecosystem approach which
also includes the other key elements of involving people and valuing the natural
environment in decision making.h e UK & s eystems aré thegroduct of
continuous interactions between peaghel their surrounding environments, driven

by societal changes e.g. demograpeemnomic, socigolitical, technological and
behaviouralThe historic environment itself lsoan environmental resourcéhat

confers physical as well as more intangible ecosystem serViteeforean

ecosystem approach is more than managing the environment as an integrated system;
it involves managing societal and economic drivers as part of this systenis Th
fundamental to achieving sustainable developmiefully functioning landscape

should continue to provide theservicestherefore i alsocorrelates closely with
landscape scale managemend the sustainable management of natural resources
(SMNR).

4.3.3 However, wile the ecosystem servicasd SMNRframeworls areuseful

means of assessing the benefits thaAONB provides to people, these need to be
examined in conjunction with the primary purpose of AONBs which is to conserve
and enhance maral beautyThis should help to secure ecosystem servimgthese

are an additional benefit of AONB designation. The intrinsic value of natural beauty
therefore needs to be recognised alongside the ecosystem services apjeseh.
sets of values aienportant, distinct and complementary.

4.3.4 A study of the main Ecosystems Services in the Wye Valley AQ@ES8

carried out (Parrett, 2011 his identified theBroad Habitat Types in the Wye Valley
AONB (seeTable4.) with Enclosed FarmlandndWoodlandaccounting for nearly
88% of the land area combined
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4.4  Landscape approach

4.4.1 The landscape of the Wye Valley is the result of millions of years of natural
evolutionary and climatic processes and thousands of yehtsran settlement and
use. It is a rich mosaic of historical, social, economic, cultelogical geological
andgeomorphological features.

4.4.2 The landscape approach as it relates to conservation, agriculture and other land
uses seeks to addreke increasingly complex and widespread environmental, social
and political challenges that transcend traditional management boundaries. The
landscape approach helps to bring together the disciplines associated with the
humanities, and social and naturdesce in a way that creates policy useful to not

only help deliver environmental outcomes but for the delivery of important social and
economic objectives. To do this we have to really understand that meeting ground
between people and pladke intendecénd unintended ways we interact with the
environment upon which we depend as a species. This means not just viewing
traditional policy areas at a landscape scale but seeing landscape as a framework
where the skills and assets of people and the socia@mbmic processes that drive
them are fundamentally and intrinsically interconnected with nature and the physical
environment.

4.4.3 The landscape approach and an understanding of landscape character guide the
AONB Partnershi pods theoecokystems appreaahl SMN&Raswe | | wi
these alencourage consideration of the links between various elements of the

landscape in their managemenhte interaction between natural and cultural forces

and thenfluenceof our demand fogoods and servicesipacts orthe way we

manage our natural resourc&éhese activities in a landscape, particularly a Protected

Landscape, should take account of the impacts they may have on the capacity of the
landscape to maintain the ecosystem servieasexample,hie deisions that land

managers take determine, to a great extent
wildlife, healthy soil and food production can be achievéde: extensive nature of the

Wye Valley AONB can help secure the sustainable management dfyheaKilient

and productive ecosystems.

4.44 The European Landscape Convention (ELC) promotes the protection, planning
and management of landscapes and reinforces the appodackiscape character
assessment. In line with the Convention and the piesiof sustainable

development, this Management Plan usegraterstanding of landscape character to

help guide local activity and ensure that planning decisions and management practices
conserve and enhance ftistinct character angpecialQualitesoft he A ONB®6 s
landscapes.

4.45 Conservation and enhancement of the character and quality of the AONB
landscape ligat the heart of this Management Plan. Therdarelandscape
management strategidstarebe-used
Conserve- for landscapes in good cdition with strong character where the
emphasis is on protecting the key characteristics of the area.
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Enhance- for landscapes where some features have fallen into decline.
Management should aim to reintroduce features, improve their management
andremovefeatures that detract from the overall character.

Restore- for landscapes where features have been lost or are in a severe state
of decline. Management should aim to repair aréstablish characteristic
features.

Create - for landscapes where conditiapoor and character weak beyond
repair. Management should consider creation of a new landscape.

4.46 In taking forward these approaches, AONB management tends to focus on

|l arge or Ol and s Elavpvertheyaie equdly appticaltiesdosmlt | v e s
sites.Landscape scal@itiatives also tend to be integrated to include many different
interests often relying on collaborations and partnerships to be truly effective

Sharing management experience beyond the AONB boundary, into the surrounding
cathmentand/or beyongis also encouraged where resources allow.

4.4.7 The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 and Weding of Future Generations

(Wales) Act 2015 both recognise the importance of taking a landscajgescope

and working through an ecosysteansces approach to recognise the multiple values

that landscapes provide for nature and natural processes and people and their well

beingWel sh Government 6s Natural Resources Pol
ALandscapes ar e a-basedahdanbturdpased approathesb Allt h pl ac e
places have distinctive qualities, opportunities and functions which will be reflected

by NRW in developing Area Statements. 0

45  The setting of the AONB

4.5.1 The AONB is not an isolated landscape. It is connecteuktsurrounding
landscapes, towns and countryside, ecologically, economically, socially and through
the action of natural processes such as hydrologgeochorphologyDevelopment

and other activities within the setting of the AONB may have an impastroa or

all these processebhe extent of theettingwill vary depending upon the issues
considered but some can be mapped, for example, the impact of development on
views into and out of the AONB.

4.5.2 Section 85 of the CROW Act 2000 requires publidibe to consider whether
any activities outside the AONB may affect land in the AORBth Planning
Practice Guidance (Natural Environment: OBBlEnglandandPlanning Policy Wales
(Edition 1Q para 6.3.5gmphasise that this duty is relevant in considgri
development proposals that are situated outsidlee AONB boundarybut which
might have an impact on the settinglod AONB

4.5.3 Not all activitiesoutside the AONBwill be detrimentalfor example,
conservation praies, such as connecting litabs,and economic tiesuch as
processing or markets for local produceyhave beneficial impacts thatipportthe
conservation and enhancement of the natural beauty
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5. MANAGEMENT OF THE WYE VALLEY AONB
51 AONBSs in the Wider World

5.1.1 There ae more than 100,000 protected areas worldwide. Each contributes in

its own way to sustaining life on Earth, including providing a wide range of benefits

to people and the environment. These may embrace protection of biodiversity, soll

and land productivityclimate regulation; local culture and identity; recreation and
well-being.Collectively protected areas cover5 % of t he earthdés | and
inland waters, and just above 7% of the global oce@dhs 2018 Protected Planet

Report, by theJnited Natons Environment ProgramnegNEP) andnternational

Union for Conservation of Nature IUCN) st at es t hat @Athe conser\
biodiversity in protected and conserved areas provides the foundation for achieving

the whole suite of Sustainable Developm@ntk. In particular, the ecosystem

services of the worl doés protected areas uni
change; protect water sources and food production systems; alleviate disaster risk; and
maintain health, welbeing and the livelihoods of millo n s o f Hopewer, thé e . 0

report notes thahere isstill insufficient protection of areas of importance for

biodiversity and ecosystem servic8sit connectivity between protected areas is key

to maintaining the viability of populations and ecosystemd Protected areas that are

effectively managed generally lead to improved biodiversity outcomes.

5.1.2 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBS) are part of a family of
nationallydesignated protected landscapethe UK, which include the AONBsfo
England, Wales and Northern Ireland, the National Parks of England, Scotland and
Wales and the National Scenic Areas of Scotland. Together they cover nearly 5
million hectares or 20% of the UK land ar&aeir future relies on sustaining people's
relationship to the land and its resources.

5.2 International protected area policy

5.2.1 Protected areas remain the fundamental buildings blocks of viralally

national and international conservation strategies supportgdugynments and

international istitutions such as théonvention on Biological Diversity They

provide the core of efforts to protecttheo r | d 6 s t hr e ahtbdtaiseadld s peci es
are increasingly recognised essentialfor addressing biodiversity losshe

provision of ecosystenesvices, biological resourcesd climate change mitigation

strategies.

5.2.2 AONBs are recognised &ategory V Protected Landscapesinderl UCN O s
(International Union for Conservation of Nature) glopaitected area frameworl
Category V Protected lbad s ¢ a @ protectexd arda where the interaction of people
and nature over time has produced an area of distinct character with significant
ecological, biological, cultural and scenic value: and where safeguarding the
integrity of this interaction is \éll to protecting and sustaining the area and its
associated nature conservation and other valuEley offer a unique contribution to
theconservation of biological diversity particularly where conservatigjactives

need to be met over a large area wittange obwnership patterns and governance;
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acting as models @ustainability and promoting traditional systems of management
thatsupport particular specigé)JCN has alsopublishedglobal standarsifor nature
based solutions

5.2.3 The importance o4ll landscapes is recognised by Eiwopean Landscape
Convention (ELC), ratified by the UK government in 200#@tticle 1 defines
dandscapéasfian area perceived by people, whose character is the result of the
action and interaction of natural and humtattor®. General measurasclude:

A Recognition of landscapeslaw as an essentialo mp onent sohafed peopl eds

heritage;

Implementation ofandscape policies aimedlahdscape protection;
Procedures established fmarticipation of the generglublic and local authorities
in landscape protection;

Landscape integrated inpdanning and other policies.

A range of other measures entification and assessmaitlandscape; raising
awarenesand European cooperation

To T  ToTo

5.2.4 UK government policy reflestthese aspirations through an implementation
strategy drawn up for BFRA by Natural EnglandNE) andEnglish-Heritagdistoric

England Welsh Governmentalsoot es @A The Convention recoghni

of all landscapes but also supports internatisgsiems of planning, management,

conservation and protection for nationally

5.2.5 TheEuroparc Federationis the main NGO representing the protected areas
of Europe, uniting national parks, regional parks, nature parks and hiespkerves

in 35 countries, with the common aim of protecting Europe's unique variety of
wildlife, habitats and landscapes. EUROPAR&S around 400 member organisations
from hundreds of protected are#tgprovides a forum to share professional
experiencecollaborate on technical projects and progress common ainess the
field of natual, cultural and landscape protection.

5.2.6 Brexit
This plan was prepared as negotiations continued to remove the UK from the
European Union (EU) and establish a rteading relationship with it. This has
significant implications for the UKOS
regarding:
Investment in agriculture, fisheries, the environment and rural communities to
replace those arising from Common Agricual Policy. These are partially
addressed in an Agriculture Bill at the time of writing.
A National legislation for environmental protection to replace those agreed at EU
level, to come in an Environment Bill.
A Agreements for international trade with the Bkt beyond, and the potential for
future crossChannel ceoperation.
At the time of writing, it is impossible to predict where the threats and opportunities
lie with any precision. The situation will clarify over the coming months and during
any transition period to EU withdrawal.

5.2.7 There have beeReviews of Designated Landscapéblational Parks and
Areas of Qutstanding Natural Beauty) in both England and Wales. The Marsden
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Review in Wales was published in 2015 with subsequent iterations resulting in

&alued and Resilient: The Wel sh Government
Natural Beauty and National Pagks pu b |l i s h e.dnEnghandheu |l v 2018
Landscapesr Glover Reviewl aunched as parsg25¥%hr t he Govern
Environment Plajwaspuldishedin  Sept ember 2019 with 27 O6Pr
GovernmentThese includedhat AONBs should be strengthened, with increased

funding, governance reform, new shared purposes with National Parks, and a greater

voice on developmenthe Reviewarguedthat ou national landscapes dlengland's

soul and we shouldare for them as suclkhd thaimuch more must be done for

nature and natural beauind welcoming peoplas landscapes for allhee were

also referenceso future designation of the Forest of Deard also stakeholder

proposals for the Herefordshire Marches.

5.3 AONB Family and network

5.3.1 TheNational Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty

(NAAONB) was established in 1998 as an independent organisation to act on behalf

of AONBsin England, Wales and Northern Ireland and represent those involved in

the planning and management of 8000 square
2015 the NAAONB became a registered charity. Its vision is that the naturay béaut

AONB:s is valued amh securgwith the mission to support and develop a network of

ambitious AONB partnerships with a strong collective voice.

5.3.2 The charity has three objects:

a. to promote the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty including the
physical, natutdacultural and built environment in and around Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, other protected areas, and those areas for which such designation
might be pursued,

b. to advance the education, understanding and appreciation of the public in relation t
the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty including the physical, natural,
cultural and built environment of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB),
other protected areas and those areas for which such designation might be pursued,
and

c. topromote the efficiency and effectiveness of those organisations promoting or
representing Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, other protected areas and those
areas for which such designation might be pursued.

The charity pursues this by

1 Demonstrating tl value and relevance of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

1 Advocating for the AONB designation, AONB partnerships and Conservation
Boards

Supporting behavioural change and collaboration.

Providing expertise and insight into the management of thesaallyionportant
landscapes.

1
1

5.3.3 The Wye Valley AONB Partnerships a member of the NAAONBNd has a

long and involved history. The first Wye Valley AONB Officer, Dr Ruth Williams,

was instrumental in establishing an AONB Staff Forum and the origssciation

of AONBSs, along with the then JAC Chairman ClIr Bart Venner MBE, who became

the Associationdés first chairperson. The m
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NAAONB which wassubsequentlghaired by JAC chairman Ashley Thomas,
betweer2007201Q

5.3.4 The Wye Valley AONB Partnership is alaotivelyengagedn collaborations
withDesignated.andscapes in Walethe West Midlandand SouthVest England
including developin@nddelivering joint projects and initiativesith neighbouring
AONBs and Naional Parks

5.3.5 The existence of #se national and internatiomstworls provides the
opportunity to shargood practicavith otherProtected Landscapasoundthe
experience of looking after these special areas.

5.4  Responsibility for the AONB

5.4.1 Most of the Wye Valley AONB is in private ownership. Therefore much of the
responsibility for the conservation and enhancement of the AONB rest with the
residents, landowners and land managers, be they farmers or gardeners. Similarly the
many visitas to the AONB should have a responsibility to care for the outstanding
landscape they have chosen to spend some of their time (and probably monhleg) in.
Governmenhasdesignated the Wye Vallesan AONB because it recognisestlt

is in the public mterest tgorotectsuch an importardrea forcurrent and future

generations

5.4.2 Administratively the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

(AONB) is very complex, being the only protected landscape to straddle the English
Welsh border. It lis in the three counties of Herefordshire (45.5%), Monmouthshire
(36%) and Gloucestershire (18.5%), each in a different region; the Midlands, Wales
and the South West of England respectivéiypwever,the crossborder nature of the
AONB does also presentsé&rength in the range and experience that the various
partners are able to bring to the management of this internationally important
landscape designation.

543 Allpubl i ¢ b o dutyeokregharddio ¢he murpase of AONBsinder

the Section 8%f the CRoW Act2000. This applies tgovernmenaindrelevant
authorities, icludinglocal planning authorities, parish, town and community councils
and the holders of public office.

5.4.4 Central Governmentresponsibility for AONBs remains substantial. §hi

comes through the provision of legislation and the pdtayementsvhereby the

purposes of the designation can be met. From Whitehall and the Welsh Government
there is also direct involvement, guidance and funding through departmental and
agency fungons delivered, for example by Natural England, Natural Resources
Wales the Environment Agencyhe Forestry Commissioforestry Englandnd the

Rural Payments Agency

5.4.5 The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 sets out the procedure
for future designation (by Natural EnglandNatural Resources Wajeand
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incorporates significant measures designed to address increased pressures on
protected landscapes that had rendered the provisions of thé d&4f8adequate.

5.4.6 Government policyeaffirms the special treatment for AONBs in other major
policy areas: the significance of AONBs in the context of land use planning is
considered in the National Planning Policy FramewdiRPF 208) and Planning
Policy Wales (PPVEdition 10; the25 YearEnvironment Plamecognises the role
designatedandscapes play in reconnecting people with nature and the contribution
they can make to a coherent and resilient ecological network requiring more and
bigger sites that are better managed and jaupe®ther public bodies such as Cadw,
Historic Englangdthe Forestry Commissiand Forestry Englandyisit Englandand
Visit Walesfocus their activities through protected landscape strategies or joint
accords to ensure their work reflects the distinctivereatfieach AONB and helps
deliver the priorities identified in AONB management plans.

5.47 Natural EnglandNE) and Natural Resources Wales (NRi&tgin a role in
delivering protected landscapes policy émelstatutory role in respect of AONBs
includingpowers to designate AONBs and vary their boundaNé&sand NRWare
therespectiveg 0 v e r n statutorly €ossultees arationallysignificant
infrastructureprojects

5.48 The Water Framework Directive (WFD) Regulations in England & Wales
place a dutyn public bodies to have regard to River Basin Management Plans
(RBMPs).The aim of the Directive is to safeguard and improve water quality. It will
do this throughthe RBMPs which develop the links between surface and
groundwater, and water quantity amdter quality. The Environment Agency and
Natural Resources Wal@&RW) are the lead agencies for ensuring that that the
Directive is implementedlhe River Wye Catchment and the Wye Valley AONB
comewithin the Severn River Basin Digtt. The Wye CatchmerPartnership was
established in 2014 with support from Defra and the Welsh Government to bring the
farmers, foresters, planners, charities, statutory bodies and people who have an
interest in the Wye together to secure better outcomes for the Wye catemdehe
environment we rely on. The partnership is hosteBW andthe Wye and Usk
Foundation.

5.49 Thelocal planning authorities, Forest of Dean District Council,

Gloucestershire County Council, Herefordshire Council and Monmouthshire County

Councl, are central to achieving the purposes of the AONB designation. They deal

with all planning issues in the AONB and other local authority functions, such as

PublicRights of Way highways countryside services, tourism, public transport, etc.

Their respasibility was reaffirmed in the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW)

Act 2000, section® 4, by which they are empowered to
appears to them expedient for the accomplishment of the purpose of conserving and
enhancing the naturalbed v of t he AONBO. Part of the wa
acting jointly through their support for the Joint Advisory Committee.

5.4.10 The dDuty to Co-operate applies to all local planning authorities in England
and to a number of other public bodieaderSection 110 of the Localism Act. The
Duty
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0 Relates to sustainable development or use of land that would have a significant
impact on at least two local planning areas or on a planning matter that falls within
the remit of a county council,

o Requireshat councils set out planning policies to address such issues,

o Requires that councils and public bodi

an ongoing basis6 to develop strategic

0 Requires councils to consider joint approaches to plan making.

The 'Duty to Ceoperate' also covers a number of public bodies including the Civil
Aviation Authority, Historic England Environment Agency, Highways Agency,
Highway AuthoritiesHomes and Communities Agency, Integrated Transport
Authorities, Natural Egland and Primary Care Trusts.

5.4.12 Local communities including all people that live and work in the AONB,
can play an active role in caring for the Wye Valley AONB. This Management Plan
identifies some of the priorities for action and ways tametilved, including the
Charter in section 12.2. This Plan can also aid community planning, by helping to
inform Neighbourhoodevelopment Rns and community strategidsis will also

help local Town, Parish & Community Councils fulfil their Sectiond88 ut y o f
regar do.

5.5 Management and Governancef the Wye Valley AONB

5.5.1 A Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) has overseen the Wye Valley AONB
since 1972. Unlike a National Park Authoritiye JAC is not a planning authoriy

an executive bodyTherole of the JAC is one of advising and guiding the statutory
authorities regarding particular issues within the AONB. The constitution and
membership of the JAC reflects the traraional and transegional nature of the
AONB (see Appendix I). While theomplex nature of the AONB is an administrative
challenge, in practice the JAC has for many years been a strong partnership based on
the tremendous goodwill towards the Wye Valley. This committee meets formally
three times per annunmd hostsa late summestudy tourfor the widerAONB
Partnership, which encompasses the local partner organisations involved in the
AONB and occasional seminars on specific issues

5.5.2 The JAC is supported by a Technical Officers Working PAI@WP), which
comprises represitatives of the four local authorities involygtus a range of
relevant Government agencies (see Appendix I). The core costs of manadWygethe
Valley AONB Unit are jointly funded byefra and Natural Resources Wadgant

aid with match funding coritrutions from the four local authoritie§he AONB Unit
are asmall team of dedicated staff employed by the local authorities on behalf of the
JAC andconsist of an AONBVianager an AONBFinance and Administration

Officer, an AONB Community Links Officemn AONB Development Officer and an
AONB Information Officerwith additional/occasional project staff, volunteers and
trainees The AONBUNit staff work from the AONB Office in Monmouth, which is
near the geographic centre of the Wye Valley AONB. ddrebudget for the AONB
unit is approximately 00,000 per annum, with additional funds depending on
varying levels of partnership funding for specific projects and initiathkédsh
Government also provide a Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) to the AONB
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Patnership which delegate allocation of community grants through an Assessment
Panel.

5.53 The AONB Unit convenes and services a variethONB Topic Groups and
project partnerships which include a wide range of relevant experts and interested
partnersoften not directly engaged with the JAC or TOWP. These Topic Groups

work as either steering or advisory groups

finishd groups f or parmembershipafthesegraupses or i ni
broadenshe AONB Partnership considerably.
554 The AONBOs designation, | andscape asset:

opportunities tgositivelyaddress the challenges in the akeath thosedentified in

this Management Plaand unanticipated ondSor examplethe AONB attracts
resources by being a target area for-aguironment schemebenefiting landowners,
biodiversity and wider societyhere are many decisions affecting the landscape over
which the AONB Partnership does not have direct influenoegekier it seeks to
improve understanding to enable better decisions to be fékeformat andhature

of the AONB Partnershimakes itwell placed to spread information and bring people
together quickly in response to environmental chaageschallengesAn

independent assessméytLand Use Consultants (LUC) de Value of AONB
PartnershipgJuly 2013) endorskthis approach.

5.5.5 Many of the principles of this Management Plan can be applied to landscapes
outside the AONB boundary. Where appropritiie, Wye Valley AONB

Partnership works with partners to deliver projects across a wider area than just the
AONB, ensuring that the context of the AONB is recognised. Many projects also
operate collaboratively with adjacent protected landscapes to makesbext

available resources.

6. OVERVIEW OF THE AON B
6.1 Introduction

6.1.1 This section provides a description of the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB) with its landscafeatures an&pecial Qualitiegand the
activities and presses affecting the AONBA separatéState of the AONB Report
complements this Management Péard set®ut the current state of ti8pecial
Qualities

6.2 The Landscape Character of the AONB

6.21 Themain elements and features that contribute @dahdscape character of
theWye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AON#ve been

independently assessed in the three counties of Herefordshire, Gloucestershire and
Monmouthshire.Herefordshire Council and Forest of Dean District Cousadh

have Landscape Character Assessments, while Monmouthshire County Gmasncil
LANDMAP, developed under the leadershipd methodologpf the Countryside

3C
Postublic-consultation DRAFT Wye Valley AONB Management Plan 22225



Council for Walegnow Natural Resources WalesJhe former and the latterere

adopted aSupplementarf | anni ng Gui dance iUntatyhe respect
Development Plaand Core Strategies and Local Development P[Ens various

character areas and landscape types identified by the three assessrents

amalgamated into sixteen Landscape ManagemamZwithin the AONB (see Map

2). Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) has also been completed in
Gloucestershirg;lerefordshire antMonmouthshirealbeit to different methodologies.

But the Gloucestershire methodology was extended over the whole AONB

6.2.2 In EnglandalsoNational Character Areas halseen profiled by Natural
England. There are two that cover the Wye Valley AOS8&thHerefordshire
OverSevern(no. 104 andForest of Dean and Lower Wyro.105. NCA 104
coversl2,836 haf theWye ValleyAONB (25% of the NCA) while NCA 105
contains 8,041 ha of the AONB (26% of that NCA).

6.2.3 The key features of the sixte®vye Valley AONB Landscape Management
Zones(LMZ) are outlined infable2 and Map 2 These arerossreferenced to the
Special Qualities [SQ] of the AONB, which are detailed able8, along with the
ecosystem goods and services they provities forms the basis of the Natural
Capital of the AONB and the sustainable management of natural res(GikER).
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Table 2:

Wye Valley AONB Landscape Management Zones and Features

Landscape LCA ref Features and link to Special Qualities [SQ]
LMZ Management [NCA no.]
ID Zone (LMZ)
HC Character Areas: 1 Ancient broadleaved & mixed woodland [SQ2, SQ18]]
Woolhope Dome 1 Varied topography [SQ9]
Landscape Types: 1 Hedgerow network often with mature trees [SQR18]]
Principal Wooded Hills 1 Mixed farming [SQ1]
Wooded Hills and Farmland | 1 Traditional orchards with locally distinctive apple & pear varieties
Principal Timbered Farmlands [SQL SQ27
Principal Settled Farmlands |1 StreamgSQ3]
LMZ01 | Woolhope Dome [NCA 104] 1 [Isrgzg]ular field patternsyften linked with semnatural grassland
1 Scattered settlement pattern [SQZ20]
1 Commons $Q24
1 Filtered anl medium distance views [SQ11]
1__Grey and brown Silurian limestone soils [SQ6]
1 Sandstone at heart of dome, surrounded by concentric limestone
ridges separated by clay va[&6]
HC Character Areas: 1 Floodplain grassland with mature trees [SQ10, SQ18]
Central Heefordshire 1 Streamside and hedgerow trees, traditionally pollarded [SQ5]
Herefordshire Archenfield 1 D!tches and wetland habitats_[SQS] .
LMZ02 | Floodplain Landscape Types: 1 River bank egetation, mud cliffs and wildlife [SQ3]
1
1

(Wye Meadows)

Riverside Meadows
Principal Settled Farmlands
[NCA 104]

River channel islands, beaches and riffles [SQ3]
Minimal settlement [SQ20]
Bridges [SQ3SQ11
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Landscape LCA ref Features and link to Special Qualities [SQ]
LMZ Management [NCA no.]
ID Zone (LMZ)
HC Character Areas: 1 Hedgerows with mature trees [SQ5, SQ18]
Central Herefordshire 1 Mixed farming [SQ1]
Archenfield 1 Fragments of ancient woodland [SQ2, SQ18]
Leadon Vale 1 Varied topography [SQ1]
Sollers Hope Landscape Ty 1 Medium to long distance vieSQ11]
LMZ03 | Ridges and Principal Settled Farmlands | ¢ Clustered settlement pattern [SQ20]
Valleys Wooded Estatelands 1 Parkland [SQ19]
Principal Wooded Hills 1 Narrow lanes with hedges and hedgebanks [SQ5, SQ18]
Estate Farmlands 1 Remnants of traditional orchards [SGQ27
[NCA 104] 1 Red soils of Devonian Old Red Sandstone [SQ7]
HC Character Area: 1 Hedgerows with mature trees [SQ5, SQ18]
Archenfield 1 Mixed farming [SQ1]
Landscape Types: 1 Fragments of ancient woodlandQ3, SQ18]
Principal Settled Farmlands | 1 Varied topography [SQ1]
LMZ04 Hentland Ridges| Timbered Plateau Farmland |1 Filtered medium distance views [SQ11]
and Valleys Principal Timbered Farmland | 1 Clustered settlement pattern [SQ20]
Sandstone Farmlands 1 Estate parkland [SQ19]
Wooded Estatelands 1 Narrow lanes with hedges and hedgebanks [SQ5, SQ18]
[NCA 104] 1 Red soils of Devonian Old Red Sandstone [SQ7]
HC Character Areas: 1 Hedgerows define field boundaries [SQ5, SQ18]
Kings Caple Archenfield 1 Arable, horticultgral and_ mixeq farming [SQAQ27
LMZ05 Lowlands Landscape Types: 1 Open aspects with medium distance views [§Q11
Principal Settled Farmlands | 1 Steep northern wooded slope to river [SQ2, SQ18]
Principal Wooded Hills 1 Red soils of Devonian Old Red Sandstone [SQ7]
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Landscape LCA ref Features and link to Special Qualities [SQ]
LMZ Management [NCA no.]
ID Zone (LMZ)
[NCA 104]
HC Character Areas: 1 Hedgerows define fieldoundaries [SQ5, SQ18]
Archenfield 1 Arable, mixed farming and orchards [SGEQ27
Archenfield La_nd_scape Types: 1 Medium distance views [SQ11]
LMZ06 Lowlands Principal Settled Farmlands | 1 Clustered settlement pattern [SQ20]
Sandstone Farmlands 1 A40 cluster of light industrial use
[NCA 104] 1 Red soils of Devonian Old Red Sandstone [SQ7]
HC Character Areas 1 Distinctive Spire and skyline [SQ11]
Archenfield 1 Devonian Old Red Sandstone buildings and cliffs [SQ7]
Landscape Types: Mix of stone and rendered buildings on escarpment overlooking
LMZ07 | RossonWye Urban [SQ20]
[NCA 104] 1 Cultural association with Wye Tour and Rietsque Movement
[SQ11]
HC Character Areas: 1 Hedgerows define field boundaries [SQ5, SQ18]
Archenfield 1 Arable and horticultural farming [SQ$5Q27
Walford La_nd_scape Types: 1 Open aspects with medium tiace views [SQ11]
LMZ08 Lowlands Principal Settled Farmlands | ¢ Estate parkland [SQ18, SQ19]
[NCA 104] 1 Linear settlement pattern [SQ20]
1 Red soils of Devonian Old Red Sandstone [SQ7]
HC Character Areas: 1 Ancient, seminatural and mixed broadleaved & coniferous woodl
Archenfield [SQ2, SQ18]
LMZ09 | Wye Gorge Forest of Dean 1 Ancient and extensive tree cover pattern and skyline [SQ2.1,
Landscape Types: SQ18]
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Landscape LCA ref Features and link to Special Qualities [SQ]
LMZ Management [NCA no.]
ID Zone (LMZ)

Principal Wooded Hills
Wooded Hills and Farrahd
Principal Settled Farmlands
Forest Smallholdings and
Dwellings

Unenclosed Commons
Forest of Dean Character
Areas:

The Wye Valley- Common
Grove to The Slaughter

The Wye Valley Redbrook to
Brockweir

The Wye Valley- Brockweir to
Tutshill

Monmouthslire Landscape
Character Area:

The Wye Valley

[NCA 105]

= =4 =4 -4 —a -—a -—a -

=

Steeply sloping topography [SQ30Q1]

Tributaries ad cascades [SQ3]

Dramatic limestone cliffs [SQEQ1]

Quartz conglomerate outcrops [SQ8]

Narrow floodplain pastures on the valley floor [SQ4]

Hedgerow network often with mature trees [SQ5, SQ18]

Mixed farming [SQ1]

Linear settlements bordering valleydlooften at bridging points
[SQ20]

Small clusters of historic squatter settlements on valley sides
surrounded by intricate pattern of small fields, drystone walls, nar
lanes and small deciduous woodlands [SQ4, SQ5, SRRPY
Predominantly unwooded Cpett Hill Common £Q26

Long panoramic views from high vantage points and medium
Opicturesqued6 views from vall
Long history as an important route way and boundary feature,

i ncluding Off adsSQDYR2. [ SQ14,
Rich heritage of lodanatural resource transport and exploitation
[SQ16,5Q17,5Q273

Ancient meanders preserved as the course of tributary streams [
SQ10]

Woodlands and riverine habitats of high ecological and scenic va
[SQ2, SQ3, SQ4, SQ5]

Tintern Abbey [SQ15]

Cultural association with Wye Tour and Picturesque Movement
[SQ11]

Strong sense of place due to distinctive landform, woodland and
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Landscape LCA ref Features and link to Special Qualities [SQ]
LMZ Management [NCA no.]
ID Zone (LMZ)
[SQ12, SQ18]
Forest of Dean Character Rolling landscape of interlocking convex hills and dry valleys forr
Areas: from Carboniferous Limestone and Coal Measures [SQ8, SQ9]
Bicknor Hills Large areas of mixed and coniferous woodland [SQ2, SQ18]
High Meadow Woods and Generally poorails and hilly landform well suited to pasture [SQ4
LMZ10 Dean Edge Staunton Fields defined byvell-maintainechedgerows with hedgerow trees
Limestone Hills | Coleford and Christchurch and copses on steeper slopes [SQ5, SQ18]
Newland Hills Small villages are well integrated with their surroundings [SQ20]
[NCA 105] Scowles and other remnantsmining activity [SQ13, SQ14, SQ16]
Medium and long distance views [SQ11]
Monmouthshire Landscape Flat valley floor convergence of the rivers Monnow, Wye and Tro
Character Area: [SQ3, SQ10]
LMZ11 River Trothy River Trothy Lines of alder ad willow enclose river banks [SQ5]
Convergence Little settlement [SQ20]
Arable and permanent grassland. [SQ1]
Monmouthshire Landscape Large fields with mature hedgelines, hedgerow trees and individt
Llangovan Character Area: field trees [SQ5, SQ18]
LMZ12 F : Llangovan Foothills Limited settlement and traditional farmsteads [SQ20]
oothills ; .
Long distance views [SQ11]
Devauden Monmouthshire Landscape Prominent and steep escarpment [SQ1]
LMZ13 Character Area: Substantial woodland cover(&]
Escarpment

Devauden Escarpment

Mixed farming and pasture with mature hedges [SQ5]
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Landscape LCA ref Features and link to Special Qualities [SQ]
LMZ Management [NCA no.]
ID Zone (LMZ)
Scattered settlement and clustered villages [SQ20]
Long panoramic views to the north and west [SQ11]
Monmouthshire Landscape High hills and ridges with inward looking basin [SQ1]
Character Areas: Flat or gently rolling plateau centred on the settlement Trellech.[$
Chepstow Parkland Large woodland blocks of relict ancient forest and modern aonife
Trellech Grange plantations eg. Chepstow Park Wood [SQZ2]
Trellech forest and commons Mixed arable and pastoral farming [SQ1]
Tredunnock Red soils of Devonian Old Red Sandstone [SQ7]
Trellech Plateau Strong network of thick hedges, hedge banks, drystone walls an
lines [SQ5]
Woodlands enclose fields of permanent pasaimeenclaves of
unimproved and senrimproved grassland [SQ4]
Trellech Sparse settlement outside Trellech with large farmsteads and ha
LMZ14 | Sandstone [SQ20]
Plateau Estates with associated parkland [SQ19]

Distinctive settlement pattern related to small fields and common
land [SQ4]

Intricate network of narrow winding lanes with remnant stone wa
and mature hedges [SQ@5Q23

Springs, streams, wetland, marshland and bogs found, most not;
Cleddon bog [SQ3, SQ10]

Distinct sense of place from the relationship of the woodland,iea
and settlement [SQ12]

Evidence of early occupation, Iron Age enclosure of Gaer and
medieval village of Trellech [SQ13, SQ14, SQ15]
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Landscape LCA ref Features and link to Special Qualities [SQ]
LMZ Management [NCA no.]
ID Zone (LMZ)
1 Long views and vistas across the Severn and towards the Breco
Beacons from high land [SQ11]
Forest of Dean Character A Gently undulating plateau with expansive views [SQ11]
Areas: A Strong field pattern of large or moderately sized arable and pastl
Tidenham Chase fields [SQ1]
St Briavels Common A Distinctive stone walls and anciemdgerows [SQ5]
[NCA 105] A Dispersed isolated farms which are located at the end of lanes a
Dean Edge often associated with modern barn complexes [SQ20]
LMZ15 | Limestone A Villages sited at the edge of the plateau [SQ20]
Plateau A Redundant Limestone quarries located across the landscape [S(
A Small emlosures of seramatural, unimproved grasslands, winding
lanes, small woodlands and 'squatter’' cottages on St Briavels
Common [SQ4, SQ5, SQ28Q27
A Heathland landscapes at Tidenham Chase [SQ19]
Monmouthshie Landscape A Gently rolling landscape with occasional narrow winding stdpd
Character Area: valleys [SQ1]
Caerwent Hinterland A Ancient, seminatural and mixed coniferous and deciduous woodl
Caerwent [SQ2]
LMZ16 Limestone A Mixture of arable and pastoral farming with traditibfeamsteads
Plateau / and large country estates [SQ20]
Hinterlands A Remnant parkland of large country estates [SQ19]
A Long views towards the Severn Estuary are possible [SQ11]
A Nucleated village of St Arvans [SQ20]
A Chepstow Racecourse an important landscape at a local level][S
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ID

Landscape
Management
Zone (LMZ)

LCA ref
[NCA no.]

Features and link to Special Qualities [SQ]
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6.3  The State of the AONB Report

6.3.1 Reporting on the state of the AONB provides a baseline for determining and
understanding th8pecial Qualitiesand the pressures on the AONB. Btate of the
AONB Reportestablishes a foundation for measgramangé beneficial or adverse

i in the state or condition of the AONB. Therefore it forms the starting point for
associated monitoring procedurds assessmermf the Natural Capital of the AONB
and the sustainable management of natural resourcesRpMN

6.3.2 TheState of the AONB Repowill be available separately and complements
the following sections

6.3.3 Special Qualities- These are listed in Section 2.1.9 above Balble8 below,
whichidentifies theSpecial Qalities of the AONB andheir nature, quality, extent

and condition. These have been cross referenced with the features of the Landscape
Management Zones ifiable2 abovethat are crucial to the lorgrmwell-beingof

the AONB

6.3.4 Changes or threatsthese are identified ifable9 and represent the social,
environmental and economic facets of the AONB and its communities that are
significant sources of pressure for change orSfexialQualities of theAONB.

6.3.5 Ecosystem goods and serviceshese are also ihable8 and identify the
ecosystem functioprovided by the respectivi&pecialQualities

6.3.6. Activities / Pressures- these are highlighted und€able9. These need to be

understood in terms of their interaction, whether positive or negative, @péul

Qualitiesof the AONB and their occurrence in the various Landscape Management

Zones. Many of the OnrcTadedaisedirectlyfromhr eat sdé i
these activities and pressures.

6.3.7 Air, Soil and Water quality: In AONB Management Plansior to 2015
these were categorised as separate Special Qualities. However, water quality is a
corstituent part of SQ3 The river & tributari€oil quality varies across the AONB
and is determined by the underlying Geological Special Qualities, SQ 6, 7, 8, 9 and
10. Air quality isnotaunique or defining feature of the Wye Vallegd is dependent
onweather and occasionally temperature inversions in the Wye Gdrge.
government provides guidelines and codes of good practice on the management and
maintenance of air, soil and water quality. The following Ecosystem Goods &
Services are also listed infAla 8 which helps identify what consideration need to be
given and how the Plan addresses these elements.
T  Air Quality
0 Regulating Services: Climate regulation, Air quality regulation, Pollution
control, Pollination, Noise regulation, Local climate regolat
1 Soil Quality
o Provisioning Goods: Food, Fibre, Fresh water, Biofuels, Timber
o Regulating Services: Water quality regulation, Erosion control, Pollution
control, Soil quality regulation, Water regulation, Flood regulation, Wild
species diversity.
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i WaterQuality
o Provisioning Goods: Fresh water, Water
o Regulating Services: Climate regulation, Water quaétyulation,
Pollutioncontrol, Disease and pest control, Water regulation, Flood
regulation, Local climate regulation, Wild species diversity
Consequetty, while not specific Special Qualitiedjr, Soil and Water qualitare
important parameters for a healthy functioning landscape and underpin the
Ecosystems Approackor example,ite water quality of the Wye enables abstraction
of drinking water at Lytdrook and Monmoutlnd this can be impacted on by run off
into the riverthrough a combination of poor soil management and adverse weather

6.4  Statistics for the AONB

6.41 Data: The fundamental challenge with the use of any statistics for the AONB
is the correlation of the data with the AONB boundary. bhbendaries of the AONB
do not generally follow any standard geographical data collection unit (symsas
code areas/Vards, Parishes or Local Authority Areas). Therefore thererislittle
datacollected that relates directly to the AONBreater effort is being made by
governmentagencies t@nsure that monitoring by partners is coordinated data
disaggregated for the AONB. This will hedpoid wasting effort through slightly
different methdologies or monitoring subjects being pursued in different areas where
they could have been linked upgowever data is rarely compatible between England
and Wales makind is extremely difficult to gain consistently accurate statistical
information for tle whole AONB.

6.4.2 Census dataThe2011 censyghe most recent availablerovides a large
amount of information about thEpulationwithin theWye Valley AONB,which

totals 29,300 people in 13,450 dwelln@he2001 census datgave a population of
26,374, up from 24,370 in 1991, with 11,129 households up from 9,429 households
in 1991.

6.4.3 Land types and Habitats in the Wye Valley AONB Phase 1 Habitat

mapping is being completédr the AONB. However the final data is not yet

available, so its not possible to provide AONB wide information on habitats and

land uses. This data will be analysed as soon as it is avadgimevide a more

definitive AONB wide breakdown of habitats and evidence for project development,
delivery and monitoringMeanwhile he identification of land typdselow (Table 3)

is a reworking of an exercise developed by Dr George Petaridirsed in previous
Management Plans and originating in the AONB Nature Conservation Strategy 1999.
Listed ae all the land types that could be differentiated on the Ordnance Survey
1:25,000 maps, then tallied for each of the 326 intersections of the 1km grid that fall
within the AONB. Each intersection represents 100 ha, e.qg., the area of conifer
woodland is esthated atl,800 ha. The accuracy of the estimates diminishes with the
area of each land type. Thus, there is a level of confidence that the area of farmland
(including orchards) i59-60% of the AONB, but the area of marshland is unlikely to
be exactly 10 ha, though it must be very small, and some very small habitats (e.g.,
heaths) failed to coincide with a grid intersection.
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6.44 The OS classification itself will be approximate. Thus, it fails to pick up
important habitats (eg cliffs), and the balabetéwveen woodland types may be both
approximate and owdf-date. Compared to estimataghe 201520 management
plan there isnorewoodland lessfarmland,andfewersmall fields,fewerorchards
andmoredevelopment. Some of this will be due to differ&& editions, but some
will reflect the changing judgements about what to assign where.

6.45 The collation of data on Geographical Information Systems (GIS) for the
State of the AONB Report will in time validaéadbr supersede these estimates.
Howeveras estimates they provide a useful indication of land types in the AONB.

Table 3. Land types in the Wye Valley AONB
Aggregated Land Types | Number of grid| Number of grid | Proportion
land types intersections | intersections for; of AONB
for each land | each aggregatef %
type land type

Woodland Broadleaved 23 86 26.4
Mixed 31
Conifer 18
Scrub 14

Non-intensive| Marsh 1 22 6.7
Small fields 15
Parkland 3
Bracken, Heath, 3
Rough Grassland

Farmland Undifferentiated 192 194 59.5
Orchards 2

Open water | Rivers 7 8 2.5
Pools 1

Development | Rural houses 7 16 4.9
Roads 5
Urban 4

TOTAL 326 100

6.46 The above datiiom the 201820 management plamas used in the Wye

Valley AONB Ecosystem Goods and Servicesggor t 2011 to identify
Habitat types6 for the AONB, as outlined i
(UK NEA). Tableds hows how the AONB contains 7 of t

Table 4: Broad Habitat types in the Wye Valley AONB
Broad Habitat type Examples in Wye Valley AONB
(UK NEA)

1 Farmlandc. 19400ha 59.5% of AONB
Major Agricultural Land Use§2016 MEOPL
datafor English part of AONBinclude:
Crops & Fallow: 60.5%)
Permanent Grass: 1%%)
Temporary Grass3(5%)

Enclosed Farmland
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Other (including set asidéarm owned
woodland, rough grazing9.5%)*

1 Woodland: c800ha, 5.4% of AONB.
Of which:
Broadleaved2300 ha
Mixed: 3100 ha
Woodlands Conifer:1800 ha
Scrub:1400 ha
SSSI: 2267 ha
Wye Valley Woods SAC: 916ha
PublicForestEstate 5082ha

1 Grasslandc2200 ha,6.7 of AONB
Small Fields: 500 ha
Parkland: 300 ha
Marsh: 100 ha

SemiNatural Grasslands

Urban 1 Houses, Roads, Urbapprox.1600 ha4.9% of
AONB.

River Wye, tributaries and pog2.5% of AONB.
Flood Plain Habitat, particularly in Herefordshire
Wye meadows.

Freqwwatersi Openwaters,
Wetlands and Flood Plains

= —A

1 Some Bog and Lowland Heath habitat such as
Cleddon bog and BraaMeend Heath.

Mountains, Moorlands and Bracken, Heath, Rough Grassland: 300ha

Heaths 1 Inland rock and scree habitats present in cliffs

throughout the Wye Valley gorge as well as some

limestone pavement.

9 Limited area of salt marsh and intertidal sedime

Coastal Margins on tidal reach bthe Wye.

Marine N/A

6.47 Priority Habitats have beeidentifiedby Natural EnglandThere are 28
Priority Habitats in England, 10 of these Habitats are fourerithe English part of
the AONB (seeTable5). TheformerUK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Priority
Habitats lists identifie those habitats that ates most threatenexhdrequiringthe
greatestonservation actiorCurrentlythe comparablenformation is not available
for the Wdsh side of the AOB, although there is a NERC Section 42 list of Priority
Habitats in WalesHowever the Englanddatashows thafrradition Orchards make
up nearly0.6% of the total English resource of that Priority Habitais is down
from 0.87% in the 20120 State oflie AONB reportAlso grassland habitats make
up approximately 1% of the national resource, whereas woodlands are he@$%a
of the resourceOf the Priority Habitats in SSSls nearly 65% are in Favourable
condition and a furthe28% in Unfavourable butecovering status (s@@&ble6).

Table 5: Priority Habitat on English side of AONB

Priority Habitat Total | % of total PH % of

(on English side of AONB) Area (ha) resource AONB

Deciduous Wodland 2954 0.427 1415

Traditional Orchards 145 0.59 0.69
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Good Quality Semimproved Grasslartd 103 0.22? 0.49
Lowland Meadows 61 0.83 0.29
Mudflats 30 0.01 0.14
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland 2 0.01 0.01
Lowland Heathland 10 0.02 0.06
Coastaland Floodplain Grazing Marsh 5 0.00 0.02
Lowland Calcareous Grassland 3 0.01 0.01
Purple Moorgrass and Rush Pastures 3 0.01 0.01
Total 3316 15.86

*(Non-priority Habitat)

Table 6: Condition of Priority Habitats in England

Priority Habitat (on English side of AONB)

area (ha) Condition within SSSls Outside SSSis

Total Total | Total Total Un Total Un  |Total |Total |Non-

English  |in Favourable |favourable |favourable |outside |Within |SSSI,

Priority  |SSSIs recovering SSSIs |HLS |Non-

Habitat HLS
3316 870 564 245 62 2044 | 358 | 2086

6.4.8 Agricultural statistics: According tothe DEFRAAgricultural Censugor
20186 agricultural land use amounts to 28haof the English part of thAONB
(64%).The land use and cropping sptit Englandis shown in Tabl&. Comparison
with previous years data will be included in the State of the AONB report.

Table 7: AONB land use and croppingin England

Crops | Temporary | Permanent| Rough | Woodland | Other

& Bare | Grass Grass grazing

Fallow
Total 6717a | 111%a 421'ha 163ha | 87Cha 205ha
% of AONB | 32% 5% 20% 0.8% 4.2% 1%
in England
% of agric. | 51% 8% 32% 1% 6.5% 1.5%
area
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Table 8:

Special Qualities of the Wye Valley AONB

Special Qualities Recognition Extent Condition Changes or threats Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA
[SQ] [data / reason] P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural
1 |Overall Landscape
16 Landscape |Nationally Whole AONB | Purpose of Sustainabldand management | P: Food*, Fibre*, Fresh water*, Biofuels*
Management |designated AONB &/or ownership that conserves g Genetic resources*, Timber*, Species diversity
Zones (see protected designation is to | enhances key landscape Water*, Navigation*, Health products*,
Table 1) with |landscape: conserve and characteristics and feats Bioenergy*, Pharmaceutical products*
key feature Outganding enhance natural | Inappropriate land managementR: Cl i mate regul ati on
(see county beauty may degrade or destroy landscdEr osi on contr ol At i AindA
Landscape features; (including neglect Pollution control A, P
Character addition of inappropriate featurejc ont r ol A, Soi |l qual it
Assessments ang ongoingloss & decline of regul ationA, Water re
LandMap) elements that define landscape [r e gul at i onA, FIl ood r e
character resulting in increased|[r egul ati onA, Wil d spe
uniformity and loss of def e CabwAs equestrati onA
distinctiveness) C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values?,
Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education’
Sense of place*, Health benefits*, Employment
Biodiversity
2. |Woodlands Diversity of 25% woodland |Varied; much |Changes in land management, | P: Timber*, Fuelwood*, Fresh water*, Species
Ancient Semi cover in AONB. | ASNW under including neglect of much privaf diversity*
Natural 6083 ha of managed, some | small woodland and road & baniR : Cl i mat eCarbengenueatatido n
Woodland Ancient PAWS being side trees Erosion control, A,PoAIld
(ASNW) and woodland >2ha |restored [in Ongoing degradation of ancient|fDi sease & pest contro
Planted Ancient |covers B.65% of| English part of |woodland sites by the continuingr e gul ati onA, Soi | gua

Woodland Sites
(PAWS)
including 35
SSSlsandmany
ancient / veteran
trees (se SQ18)
Some plantation
and other

AONB. SSSis
cover 1679 ha.
5% of AONB.
Public Forest
Estate (PFE)
cover 16% of
AONB

AONB 67% of
SSSIs meet NE
PSA targets, site
ranging from 0
100%.93% PFE
SSSis met PSA
targets]

Some sites

existence of conifers and other
non-native species, including
replanting of ASNW with conifer

Degradation of features of the
historic evironment

Fragmentation of ancient
woodland sites by land use

changes

regul ationA

C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
Employment*, Sense of place*, Health benefits
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Special Qualities Recognition Extent Condition Changes or threats Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA
[SQ] [data / reason] P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural
woodland 50 fragmented Climate change
SMs and33 isolated Pest & diseases

Listed Buildings
within
woodlands.

Pollution, especiall@ammonia ang
impacts of nitrogen deposition o
woods and trees

Wye Valley
Woodlands SAC

913.62ha 3%
AONB

Unfavourable to

Degradation through neglect

fair; [woodland
SAC / SSSI
condition;NRW,
in English part off
AONB 72% of
SSSIs meet NE
PSA targets,
sites ranging
from 0-100%;

Degradation by specific alien &/
expanding species (eg. cherry
laurel, Himalayan balsam, deer,
grey squirreland tree diseases

The river &
tributaries

Main river SAC
and SSSI, 6 SMs
and 70 Listed
Buildings within
Flood Zone 3.
Nationally
importantfor
water based
recreation and
one of the key
reasons why
peoplevisit the
AONB. Drinking
water extracted a
2 locations from
Wye (Lydbrook
& Monmouth).
Wye voteddest

58 miles ©2km)
of main river
(1.3% of AONB)
and a similar
length of
tributaries and
streams
2,790ha of
Flood Zone 3
floodplain

Of 11 SAC
features 5 are in

Degradatiorof natural processes
including constraints on flooding

unfavourable
condition, 36% 0
SSSI meets NE
PSA target
[condition of
salmon & white
clawed crayfish

Land use impacts may degrade
destroy features e.g. loss of
riverside grassland, siltation fron
poor soil management, loss of
historic environment features,
engineering for recreational
interests etc.

unfavourabg,

Invasive alien species

sediment levels §
diffuse pollution
of concern] (NE,

Diffuse Pollution,including the
leaching of chemicals from
agricultural land

NRW), Water
quality is good,
although river &
many streams

Point source pollution, including
increased development overfillin
old drainage and sewerage
systems

suffering from

Changes through climate chang

P: Food*, Water*, Fibre*, Navigation*,
Bioenergy*, Health products*

R: Climate regulation
qual ity regulationA,
C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education’
Employment*, Health benefits*
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Special Qualities

[SQ]

Recognition

Extent

Condition
[data / reason]

Changes or threats

Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA
P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural

river in England
& Wale$2010 by
the Our Rivers
Campaign(run
by RSPB, WWF
UK, the Angling
Trust and the
Salmon and Trou

some pollution.

and altered seasonal rainfall.

Spread of bease, such as
Phytophorainfection of riparian
alders

& connectivity,
e.g. between
grassland &
woodland,
farmland &
heathland, tidal
river & ASNW,
hedges &/or
drystone walls,
lanes, banks,
verges and

fields & woods

important as
landscape &or
habitat, heritage
&/or socio
economic feature

management, including removal
inappropriate activity, road
widening

Associatiof)
Speciegich Very few SSSIs, |4.4% of AONB | Prone to neglect| Continuing degradation through| P: Food*, Biofuels*, Fresh water*, Genetic
grassland, 133CLWS inc 250 ha [Hewelsfield & |neglect and/or Change in resources*Species diversity*
includingsmall | Target area for |Hewelsfield & St| St Briavels ownership &/or land manageme|R: Cl i mat e KCagbloat is,@
field pattern of |HLS Briavels Common Parish | (including overgraing, tree Air & water quality r
un/semi Common Grassland plantingor incorporation into control A, Pol |l i naAt,i oSx
improved survey] 6gar)deno qual ity regulationA,
grassland, ofter Some sites Developmenbf land for hausing | Wild species diversity*
bounded by fragmented C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
drystone walls isolated Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education’
or old hedges Employment*, Sense of place*, Health benefits
Boundary Varied, locally or| Throughout Varied Damage and degradation throug P: Food*, Fibre*, Fresh water*, Biofuels*
habitat diversity regionally AONB change in ownership &/or land | Geneticresources*, Timber*, Species diversity*

Health products*, Pharmaceutical products*

R: Climate regul ati on
Erosion control A, Air
Pollution control A, P
control A, 9Soaitli ognuha,|l iN
regul ationA, Water re
regul ationA, Flood re
regul ationA, Wild spe

defenceA

C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
Sense of place*, Health benefits*, Employment
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Special Qualities

[SQ]

Recognition

Extent

Condition
[data / reason]

Changes or threats

Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA
P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural

Geological

6.

Silurian Rocks

Grey / Brown
rocks and soils
(series oimarine
sandstones,
limestones and
shales with
mudstones in the
Upper Silurian
which are the
lowest of the
terrestrial Old

Woolhope Dome

Exposures in
small old quatrrie:

Little used as a traditional
building material

P: Food*, Fibre*, Biofuels*, Fresh water*,
Genetic resources*

R: Climate regul ati on
regulato n A, Pollution ¢
Erosion control A, Soi
and pest control A

C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education’
Employment*, Sense of place*, Health benefits

Red Sandsin
rocksalternating
limestones-and
shale}
7. |Lower Good; creates | Underlies about | Good Outcrops, | Vernacular building material, P: Food*, Fibre*, Biofuels*, Fresh water*,
Devonian- fertile red soils of| 60% of AONB |eg Wilton Road, | although rarely used in modern | Genetic resources*
LowerOld Red | South Ross architecture due to softness of |R: Climate regul ation
Sandstone Herefordshire rock regul ation A, Pol I,ut
(contain Erosion control A, Soi
mudstones, and pest control A
sandstones and C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
calcretes, the Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
continuation of Employment*, Sense of place*, Health benefits
the OIld Red
Sandstone rocks
8. |Quartz Good, (Quartz | Prominent seam| Good Outcrops, | Traditionally used locally in P: Genetic resources*
Conglomerate |Conglomerate |between Tintern|eg Coppett Hill & millstones and imrystone walls, |R: Climate regulation
outcropping Upper Devonian |and Ross Doward limited modern use regul ation A, Erosi o
between-Lower | Upper Old Red regul ationA, Di sease
andUpperOld | Sandstonge C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
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Special Qualities Recognition Extent Condition Changes or threats Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA
[SQ] [data / reason] P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural
Red-Sandstene overlain by Cultural heitage*, Spiritual values*, Education*,
Tintern Employment*, Sense of place*
Sandstone)
9. |Carboniferous |Good (aid down |Underliesabout |Good Outcrops, | Quarrying; two working quarries| P: Food*, Fibre*, Biofuels*, Fresh water*,
Limestone in clear tropical |25% of AONB |especially cliffs |in, and one bordering, AONB | Genetic resources*
seas and the south of Ross | and quarries Loss of working small quarries |[R: Cl i mate regul ati on
overlying Coal regulationA , Poll ution con
Measures Erosion control A, Soi
deposited on lang and pest control A
in equatorial C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
regioreverlain-by Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
Carboniferous Employment*, Sense of place*, Health benefits
Coal-Measurgs
10.|Riverine Good, incised Along length of |Good Natural processes, including P: Food*, Water*, Navigation*
geomorphology meanders & river flooding and movement of R: Climate regul ati on
superimposed mearlers potentially exacerbatejlqu al i ty regul ati onA,
drainage globally by extreme weather C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
important Invasive alien species Cultural heritage*, Spiritual valuesEducation*,
examples for Land use impacts may degrade | Employment*, Health benefits*
educational destroy features e.g. siltation,
purposes engineering for recreational
interests oflood defence
Visual and Sensory
11.|Picturesque, |72 viewpoints Throughout Varied; some Changes in ownership &/or land| P: Genetic resources*, Timber*, Species
extensive& identified. AONB but spectacular, som managementay degrade or diversity*
dramatic views.| 20 included in majority overgrown, some block both physical accessto |R: Erosion control A,
Overlooking the |overlooking the |inaccessible, viewpoints and/or the view C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Wye Landscape | Wye hedth & safety |window Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
Partnership poor at some Inappropriate land management| Sense of place*Health benefs*
Scheme including [Assessment of | may degrade or destroy the
4 SMs at Historic & landscape viewed from a
Piercefield. Picturesque viewpointincluding large single
Viewpoints in structureslarge developments o
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Sp
[SQ]

ecial Qualities

Recognition

Extent

Condition
[data / reason]

Changes or threats

Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA
P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural

AONB, 2001].
Overlooking the
Wye Landscape
Partnership
Scheme
conserved &/or
enhanced 2,

the cumulative impact of small
developments

12.

Overall sense g
tranquillity,
sense of
remotenss and

Varied

Much of AONB

Poor to good,
with localised
disturbance from
heavy traffic and

Changes in land management
includingnew or expanding

development and inteniiation
of use (i.e. inappropriate tourism

C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education’
Sense of place*Health benefits*

naturalness / individual and recreation or increasing roa
wildness vehicles and or air traffic)
military aircraft || oss of trees due to diseas
[CPRE & CCW
maps] Change driven by new standard
and legislation e.g. street lightin
highway construction
may lead to loss of tranquillity
and sense of remoteness
Historic Environment
13. | Prehistoric siteg Palaeolithic Standing stones| Varied Neglect or continuing P: Food*, Fibre*, Genetic resources*, Timber*,
from occugation at at 3 sites. unsympathetic managemaeortuse Species diversity*
Palaeolithicto |Ar t hur 6 s|11 Iron Age may degrade or destroy R: Erosion control A,
Iron Age 18 SMs hillforts spread archaeological features. C: Recreation & Tourism*Aesthetic values*,
throughout damage to archaeological horizq Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
AONB through deep ploughing, Sense of place*

irresponsible treasure hunting o
continued neglect which may led

to tree and shrub root damage
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Special Qualities Recognition Extent Condition Changes or threats Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA
[SQ] [data / reason] P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural
14.|Roman and RomaneBritish | Throughout Varied,see Inappropriate land management| P: Food*, Fibre*, Genetic resources*, Timber*,
early Medieval |settlementsand |[AONB, OflOf f a6 s [andhknd usenay degrade or Species diversity*
sitesincluding |i nd u st r y|Dyke on eastern| Conservation destroy archaeological features |R : Erosion control A,
Of f ad s |Dyke early crest of Lower |Management C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
medieval Wye Valley Plan Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Eduian*,
boundary of 4 sections of Sense of place*
unique cultural Dyke onEnglish
and historich Heritageistoric
Importance g—ggliz‘—g?oi vi sitor access,
Heritage at Risk National Trail erosion
15.| Medieval Landscape of Lower Wye Fair to good Changes in the visiting regime a P: Genetic resources*, Species diversity*
Defensive and | Outstanding Valley 6 churches o increases in popularity of vamis |[R: Er osi on control A,
Ecclesiastical |Historic Interest |from Ross to =achsh sites. C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
sites and in Cadw Register| Chepstow Heritageistoric Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
associated of Historic England s Inappropriate land managente | Employment*, Sense of place*
landscapes Landscapes. Register of may degrade or destroy
Goodrich& Heritage at Risk | aychaeological features
Chepstow Castle
and Tintern
Abbey in state
ownership.
16.| Postmedieval |Landscape of Throughout Some sites unde| Inappropriate land management| P: Genetic resources*, Species diversity*
industrial sites | Outstanding AONB. management, may degrade or destroy R: Erosion control A,
and associated| Historic Interest others suféring |archaeological features C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
landscapes in Cadw Register, from neglect Changes in the visiting regime g Cultural heritage*, Spiritdavalues*, Education*,
of Historic increases in popularity of variou Sense of place*
Landscapes sites.
17.| Railway Line closed 1958| Disused line Redundant track | Furtherneglect of structures P: Genetic resources*, Species diversity*
heritage through length of bed with R: Erosion control A,
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Special Qualities Recognition Extent Condition Changes or threats Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA
[SQ] [data / reason] P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural
AONB decaying C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
infrastructure Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
Employment*, Sense of placekealth benefits*
18.| Ancientand Significant Throughout Poor Neglector inappropriate P: Timber*, Fuelwood*, Spees diversity*
veterartrees | numbers of AONB managemenmnay damage or R: Climate regul ati on
ancient pollards destroy trees regul ati onA, Di sease
and mature trees qual ity regulationA,
in hedges, woodsg regul,atGaornbdon sequest
and parkland Pest and diseases C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
2,347 in total (av Cultural heitage*, Spiritual values*, Education*,
7/kn?) Employment*, Sense of place*, Health benefits
19.| Historic/ 10 registered Throughout Fair to good Inappropriate land management| P: Food*, Fibre*, Fresh water*, Biofuels*
registeredparks | parks and AONB noneo n E H |may degrade or destroy historic| Genetic resources*, Timber*, Species diversity
and gardens |gardens; Sufton regi st e r|features (including the Water*, Health products*, Bioenergy*
Court, Hill Court, degralation of identified designefR: Cl i mat e regul ati on
The Kymin, Troy landscape) Erosion controltA,0onhAir
House, High Pollution control A, P
Glanau, The control A, Soil quali-t
Argoed, regul ati onA, Water re
Wyndcliffe Court, regul ati onA, FIl ood r e
Piercefield, Itton regul ationA, Wi ld spe
Court, Mounton def e, CarleoAsege st rati onA
House, plus 48 of C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
local significance Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
in AONB Sense of place*, Health benefits*, Employment
20.|Vernacular Variedi no one |Throughout Varied, Inappropriate managememiay | P: Genetic resources*, Species diversity*
architecture: | dominantstyle AONB, dependant on | degrade or destroy historic R: Climate rregagdalitwn
Farmsteads due to varying |dependanton |geology & features Erosion control A, Air
Commoners | geology geology building Pollution control A, N
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Special Qualities Recognition Extent Condition Changes or threats Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA
[SQ] [data / reason] P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural
cottages, materials regul €ar bonA, sequestr a
Estate houses Wild species diversity*
C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values* ddcation*,
Sense of place*, Employment*
Language
21.|Welsh languagq Usage Varied through |Welsh usage Loss of local identity can further| C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
& accent; diminishing. out AONB consolidatingn |erode traditional usages Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education’
Forest of Dean | Welsh taught in Monmouthshire [|nfluences of universal edation | Sense of place*, Employment*
& South schools in [2011 Census]. |and media
Herefordshire | Monmouthshire.
dialects &
accents
Access and Recreation
22.|0ld tracks: Some in Rights | Throughout Variable Degradation of surface and/or |P: Genetic resources*, Species diversity*
often in sunken| of Way network, | AONB boundary features due to changlR: Water quality regu
ways &/or some County * Routes with in levels of usage &/or ownershifAi r qual ity regul atio
bounded by Road (Highways)| public access foi or managemengg.water erosionjr e gul at i onA, Wahaerd r e
drystone walls | some other MPVs mapped deep rutting and waterlogging, |[r egul at i onA, FIl ood r e
highways, by TRF at hard surfacing, widening, etc. [r egul ati onA, Wil d spe
remainder privatg www.greenroad Blockage and/or obstructio C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values?,
No formal map.org.uk and Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education’
cataloguing and |by GLASS at Unclear classificatiomnd Sense of place*Health benefits*
assessment www.trailwise2.¢ misleading signage
0.uk
23.|0f f a & s |National Trail Monmouth to maintained to the Erosion due to excessive usage| C: Recreatio& Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Path Chepstow National Trail |l eadi ng t o da mgCultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
(385km) Standard earthwork Sense of place*Health benefits*Employment*

Blockage and/or obstruction
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Special Qualities

Recognition

Extent

Condition

Changes or threats

Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA

[SQ] [data / reason] P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural
24.| Wye Valley Regional Route |Through length |Fair to Good Degradation of route due to C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Walk of AONB (70km | aspiring to erosion and excessive usage | Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Sense of
/ 45miles) National Trail and/or river flooding and/or place* Health benefs*, Employment*
[T1.1-76] Standard landslips
Blockage and/or obstruction
Some sections still on Permissiy
Paths
25.|Access land Good ForestryEngland| Good Changes in legislation or sale |P: Food*, Fibre*, Fresh water*, Biofuels*
andWelsh [Woodland removing access rights Genetic resources*, Timber*, Species diversity
Government dedicated as Water*,
woodland and |Access Land R: Climate regulation
Woodland Trust |under CROW Erosion control A, Air
holdings eg. Pollution control A, P
Haugh Wood, control A, Soil qualit
Chase Wood & regul ationA, Fire haz
lower Wye regul,atGaornbdo n s, Widismesids
Valley woods diversity*
C: Recredon & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education’
Sense of place*, Health benefits*, Employment
26.|Small Generally good |12 scatteed Generally good |Obstruction to access P: Food*, Fibre*, Fresh water*, Biofuels*
commons; through-out Genetic resources*, Species diversity*, Water*
largest are AONB (260ha in Health products*
Coppet Hill, England) R: Climate regulation
Broadmoor, Erosion tongual Aty Are
Staunton Pollution control A, P
Meend, control A, Soil qualit
Whitelye, The regul ati onA, Fire haz
Hudnalls regul ationA, L oc @&drbor |
Lack of, or inappropriate, s e g u e s tWildispdciesmidersity*
management C: Recration & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Cultural heritage*, Spiritual values*, Education?
Sense of place*, Health benefits*
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Special Qualities Recognition Extent Condition Changes or threats Ecosystem Goods* &ServicesA
[SQ] [data / reason] P: Provisioning, R: Regulating C: Cultural
Other
27.|Orchards Traditional Throughout Many traditional | Lack of, or inappropriate, P: Food*, Fresh water*, Biofuels*
orchards mostly | AONB, orchards management practicesiay Genetic resources*, Timber*, Species diversity
cider apples and |dependant on  |redundant or damage or destroy trees, includi Health products*, Pharmaceutical products*
perry pear also |geology and underused weather damage or harmful R:Cl i mate re@Galbhohosdq
commercialapple | topography New | New commercial | grazing by stock, particularly Water quality regul at
standard and bus commercial planting ofbush |horses qual ity regulationA,
orchards orchards being |orchards Development of land forhousy [Pol | i nati onA, Disease
planted. qual ity regulationA,
regul ationA, aFioerAhaekE
regul ationA, ltdoalA,clV

species diversity*

C: Recreation & Tourism*, Aesthetic values*,
Cultural heritage*,
Sense of place*, Health benefits*, Employment

Spiritual values*, Education?
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Table 9:

ACTIVITIES & PRESSURES in the Wye Valley AONB

AONB Landscape

Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts X&”ngrﬁﬂegéiﬁ';?
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB Quality [SQ]
association
Enjoyment
Recreation
Boating (motorised | I Increasing use of river, 1 Economic generation from 1 Poorly designed launch sites and| LMZ 09
water craft, including| particularly around Symonds Yat an pleasure cruises channel engineering can degrade SQ3
cruise boats, motor | between Chepstow and Tintern f Local spend of users landscape character SQ10
launches & jet skis) | Demand for standardised launc| 1  Gives a different perspective to | 1 Wash from boats at speedca | SQ11
facilities appreciateSpecial Qualitie®f AONB | damage riverbank SQ12
Canoeing 1 Increasing use of river, 1 Economic generation from canoe| § Kerne Bridge and Symonds Yat | LMZ 02
particularly between Kerne Bridge | hire reaching capacity at peak times LMZ 09
and Monmouth f Local spend of users 1 Increased use can cause SQ3
T Lack of launch facilities T Health benefits of canoeing disurbance to other users and wildlifg SQ10
1 Demand for standardised launc| §  Gives a different perspectiveto | 1 ~ Can be associated with rogue | SQ11
facilities appreciatéSpecial Qualitie®f AONB | camping SQ12
1 Provides access for disabled and|  Poorly designed launch sites and
less abled people into countryside channel engineering can degrade
landscape character
Climbing 1 Concentrated on limestone cliff{ § Economic generation from guidin|  Excessive use and development | LMZ 09
in Upper and LowekWye Gorge & activity businesses routes can disturb biodiversiand SQ9
(SSSls) 1 Local spend of users geodiversity SQ11
1  Health benefits of climbing f Can be associated with rogue | SQ12
f Gives a different perspective to | camping
appreciatespecial Qualitie®f AONB
Cycling 1 Promoted locally and nationally| {1 Health benefits of cycling 1 Increased offoad cycling can All LMZs
as a sustainable form of transport | § Reduced emissions of cycle cause disturbance to other users and| SQ2
1 Vehicle speeds and size of mar| journeys wildlife SQ11
roads makes cycling dangerous f  Economic generation from cycle | 1 Carborne cyclists can exacerbaty SQ12
§ Demand for off road routes shops and hire parking demand at honggots SQ17
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AONB Landscape

Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts X&”ngrﬁﬂegéiﬁ';?
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB Quality [SQ]
association
1 Requirement fostandardised 1 Cycle tracks in Public Estate 1 Poorly designed routes and SQ22
infrastructure and facilities Forest facilitategreaterusage of overall infrastructure can degrade landscape
forest area and integratiavith other characte and historic environment
users. features
9 Local spend of cyclists
Field Sports 1 Economic generation from 1 Poaching All LMZs
shooting rights f Disturbance to wildlife SQ2 SQ22
f  Local spend of participants f  Noise from shoots SQ3 SQ23
1 Management can enhance 71 Poorly designedover cropsan SQ4 SQ24
biodiversity degrade landscape character SQ11 SQ25
1 Facilitates appreciation &pecial SQ12 SQ26
Qualitiesof AONB SQ17
Fishing I Salmon stocks gwessed 1 Economic generation from fishing § Poorly designed fishing LMZ 02
1 Demand for fishing lakes rights infrastructure, eg. croys, lakes and | LMZ 09
1 Seasonal elver fishing on tidal | 1 Local spend of anglers stands, can degrade landscape charg SQ3
river extensively ovefished over | 1 Gives a different perspectiveto | 1  Overfishing of natural stock SQ10
decades due to inflated market pric{ appreciateSpecial Qualitie®f AONB | depletes biodiversit§ economy SQ11
of product 1 Provides access for disabled and| 1 Potential conflicts with other river| SQ12
lessabled people into countryside users, particularly cantss
Horse riding 1 Disjointed Bridleway network | 1 Local spend of horseders 1 Poorly designed ménages, stablg All LMZs
leading to demand for correct {1 Facilitates appreciation &pecial | and paddocks can degrade landscap( SQ2
signage, more accessible routes, | Qualitiesof AONB character SQ4
including carriagewaygermissive 1 Excessive use of routesan SQ11
routesandmotortraffic free horse damage surfacemd features SQ12
riding networks f Potential (but rare) conflict with | SQ17
f  Use of verges for riding other users, eg cyclists and walkers, | SQ22
f Demand for ménages, stables especially with dogs SQ26

and paddocks

9 Limited Rights of Way budgets

1 Over grazing can degrade specie

rich grassland
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AONB Landscape

Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts X&”Sgiﬂegéiﬁ';?
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB Quality [SQ]
association
Rowing and rafting | 1 Rowing clubs andaurses at 1 Economic generation from regatt{ 1 Potentidconflicts with other river | LMZ 02
Ross and Monmouth and races users, particularly fishermen LMZ 09
1 Raft Races along various 1 Local spend of users SQ3
stretche®f river f Health benefits of rowing and SQ10
rafting SQ11
1 Gives a different perspective to SQ12
appreciatespecial Qualitieef AONB
Sightseeing 1 Focus on honepot sites such ag 1 Local spend bsightseers 1 Landscape implications of AllLMZs  SQ15
Rosson-Wye, Tintern Abbey and 1 Facilitates appreciation &pecial | provision of facilities, including car SQ2 SQ16
Yat Rock Qualitiesof AONB parking SQ3 SQ17
1 Demand for viewbrewloo 1 Provides access for disabled and| 1 Some sites reaching capacity at | SQ4 SQ23
facilities less abled people into countryside | peak times SQ11 SQ24
f  High percentage of car use f Canexacerbate erosion to path | SQ12 SQ25
surfaces and featurgscluding SQ13 SQ26
archaeological sites amdonuments | SQ14
Walking 1 Demand for waymarked, sek 1 Local spend of walkers 1 Informal car parking on verges | All LMZs
guided trails f  Allows appreciation oBpecial 1 Potential confliciparticularly SQ2 SQ22
1 High percentage of caruse t | Qualitiesof area between dogs and livestock SQ3 SQ23
start walk { Dissipated throughout AONB f Excessive usage caxacerbate | SQ4 SQ24
T Honeypot sites such as Haugh | §  Health beefits of walking erosion to paths and features SQ11 SQ25
Wood, Symonds Yat and Tintern | §  Provides access for disabled and| 1 ~Confusion over sigage & SQ12 SQ26
T Access for all enhancements | lessabled people into countryside waymarking can lead to confrontationf SQ17 SQ27
1 Open Access with other users
9 Limited Rights of Way budgets
4x4 vehicles traial 1 Increasing legal use of 1 Local spend of driver / riders 1 Confusion over sighage & All LMZs | SQ19
motorcyclesand off | unelassifieepublicunseled County | §  Facilitates appreciation of some | waymarking can lead to confrontation SQ2 SQ20
roadmotorcycles rRoads and lack of clear signage | Special Qualitiesf AONB with other users SQ3 SQ21
drving-ofi-tarmac 1 lllegal use of public footpaths | § Provides access for disabled and| 1 Can exacerbata@sion to 284 s022
5
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AONB Landscape

Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts ?I"_i‘ﬂnggaerzgegggggle
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB Quality [SQ]
association
bridlewaysand private landby non lessabled people into countryside routegathsurfaces and features SQ11 SQ26
roadlegal vehicles and/or non road 1 lllegal trails candamage habitats | SQ12
legal drivers/riders and featves SQ13
1 Adversely affects tranquillity in | SQ14
vicinity SQ15
 Disturbance to other users and | SQ16
wildlife SQ17
Tourism T 6Wye Vall eyo a|T Economicgenerationformany |1 Cumulative &or arge scale All LMZs
destination with estimated 2.5 millio| sectors in local community , incluti | tourism infrastructure at honey pots c| SQ2 SQ17
visitor days p.a. food and accommodation providers | degrade landscape characte SQ3 SQ19
f  Focus on honepot sites such ag § Local spend of tourists & visitors | 1  Incremental infrastructure SQ4 SQ23
Rosson-Wye, Tintern Abbey and | 1 Facilitates appreciation &pecial | improvements to tourism facilities car| SQ11 SQ24
Yat Rock Qualitiesof AONB urbanise and detract from landscape | SQ12 SQ5
1 High percentage of car use 1 Can be dissipated throughout | character SQ13 SQ26
f Increase in day trippers and lon| AONB 1 Increased pollution from high SQ14 SQ27
term decline in long stay visitor dependence on private transport SQ15
numbers SQ16
Land management
Agriculture 1 Farms need to assess their 1 Economic generation of 71 Potential landscape, social aod/ | All LMZs
practices anénterprises against agricultural enterprisesnd spend of biodiversityimpacts of new SQ4
legislation and crossompliance employees technologiesnd intensive SQ5
91 Diversification to continue I Landscape custodianship of management SQ10
employment farming 1 Inappropriate land management | SQ11
1 Changes inland ownership and  Provision of local food and practices may degrade or destroy SQ12
land management materials landscape featuréacluding SQ13
f Increasing farm sizes through | § Diversification allowing farmers tq archaeological featuregg SQ14
amalgamation continue farming overstocking, continuous arable SQ18
1 Increasing numbers of new 1 Enhancediodiversity, landscape,| Production undergrazing SQ19
hobby farmers historic environment and diffuse 1 Loss of traditional mixed farming | SQ238Q22
practicesand assdated biodiversity | SQ27
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AONB Landscape

Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts X&”Sgiﬂegéiﬁ';?
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB Quality [SQ]
association

1 Increasing numbers of farmers,| pollution measures through agri 1 New farm buildings as permitted
particularly hobby farmers, who are| envirormentschemesCatchment development can be out of character
not engaged through the usual sensitive Farming and/or new and scale in the landscape
channels may be hard to reach in | technologies 1 Poorly designed barn conversion
terms of encouraging specific 1 New access established with agri can degrade landscape charaéier
management environment schemes impact on protected species
1 New technologies & practices | § Ecosystem services including roosts/nests (eg. bats and barn owls)
e.g. biofuels, polytunnels and carbo| pollination, opportunities for recreatio| § Abandonment or inappropriate ug
reduction and spiritual refreshmeyritood storage| of parkland and designed landscapes
1 Traditional farm buildings and water regulation leading to loss of culiral heritage and
redundant for modern agricultural u{ I Sengive barn conversions can character.
sold off &or converted leading to deliver positive benefits in terms of th| pollutantsandrun-off degradghe
reinvestment in businessid modern | historic environment ecological health of the wider
agricultural buildings catchment

Forestry 9  Timber prices, particularly for |  Economic generation of forestry |  Lack of management of much LMZ 01 SQ13
firewood are buoyant and markets | productsincreasng labour and skills | private woodland LMZ 03 SQ14
strong resource 1 Trees obscuring views from road{ LMZ 04 SQ15
f  Neglect of much private small | § Large area of woodland in public| and picturesque viewpoints LMZ 09 SQ16
woodland, also road & bank side | or voluntarysector ownershifeg , NE, | § Deer and squirrels afféing LMZ 10 SQ17
trees FC, WT, WiT, WG) biodiversity and viability of many LMZ 12 SQ18
f Degradation of ancient woodlar] § Restoration to native woodland o] woods LMZ 13 SQ22
sites by the continuing existence of| p| ant ati ons on an9q Inappropriate forestry operations| LtMZ 14~ SQ23
conifers and other nenative species| § Public access to woodlands &lor timing (insensitive felling LMZ15  SQ24
1 Spread of species and pathoge| facilitates appreciation @pecial operations, inappropriate planting | LMZ16 SQ25
eg. deergrey squirrelpoar and Qualitiesof AONB methods and track installationsjpy | SQ2
ChalaraRanorum Phytophera etc. | § Ecosystem services including | degrade or destroy landscape featurg SQ3
1 Fragmentation by land use carbon sequestratipflooding, water | including achaeological features SQ11
changes quality & quantity amelioration 1 Impacts of disases on key tree SQ12
1 Loss of woodland management species can degrade landscape SQ13
skills character SQ14
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AONB Landscape

Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts X&”Sgiﬂegéiﬁ';?
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB Quality [SQ]
association
1 Increasing potential of the SQ16
developing wooeuel market and
supply chain and consequential
increase in woodland management
Economic &
Development
Telecommunications| §  Applications for new mastsr 1 Increased ease of communicatioff 1 Visual intrusion of pylons and All LMZs
and other utilities powetlines in valley. standardised masts, particularly wher, SQ2
1 Telecommunications companiey § Advances in mast designs can bg poorly designed and sited SQ11
not covered by Section 85 of CRoW more sympathetic to surroungis and SQ12
Act. landscape character
1 Undergrounding of electricity
cables enhances landscape characte
Energy, including 1 Minimal enery generated in 1 Landscape and biodiversity 1 New and nortraditional All LMZs
renewables AONB, but traditionally waterpower| benefits of increasing use of coppice | techniques (eg. new energy crops, laj] SQ2
and woodfuel 1 Development and use of renewal| scale wind farmsSolar Farmscan SQ3
! Renewable energy promoted | energy can increase environmental | degrade landscapharactei&/or may | SQ4
locally and nationally as part of awareness and appreciation impact on biodiversitybats and birds | SQ10
sustainable development 1 Use of historic mill locations for | with turbines, habitat loss with PV etq SQ11
1 Demand for woodfueknergy | hydro-electricity and tk management | 1 Re-use of historic mill locations | SQ12
crops,small scale hydro, solar watet| of woods for wooefuel can bring in can cause damagehéstoric structures
heating and small scale / domestic | funds for the beneficial management | and archaeological deposits
wind turbinesand larger Solar (PV) | these features and landscapes
Farm
Mineral development § Mineral reservesra consents | 1 Opportunities to interpret 1 Large scale quarries can detract | LMZ 09
for existing Limestone extraction geodiversity, mineral heritage and from landscape character and/or LMZ 10
remainat onelarge scale quayr Special Qualitie®f AONB damage to landscape features SQ2 SQ12
f  Opportunities to use more local SQ3 SQ20
stone in buildings and development t SQ4
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AONB Landscape

Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts ?{'_i‘ﬂ”ggaerzgegggggle
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB Quality [SQ]
association
enhance local chacter SQ9
Housing & the built | § Housing allocation demands 1 Places for people to live and work T Poor design of buildings and All LMZs
environment leading to Market towns enmaching | in or near to the spectacular landscag curtilage can deact from landscape | SQ4
on AONB and irfill in villages of the AONB, facilitating appreciation| character, egdominant rooflines, SQ11
1 Location of housing and of Special Qualitie®f AONB urbanising rural areas withversized SQ12
development in places which are windows,natural hillsides engineered| SQ2
dependentn car use for car parking & turning points, SQ26
f  Unsympathetic and standardise excessive lighting anthadequate SQ27
designs of much modern housing ali landscaping or screening
business premises {1 Poor location of housing and
1 Lack of Village Design dewelopment encouraging car use an
Statements for many settlements requiring additional standardised
f  Redundant farm buildings being highway infrastructure
converted to residential dwellings 1 destruction of habitat and
disruption tothe integrity of wider
ecological networks and hydrological
function (extent dependent on scale).
Employment 1 Mostly locally inmarket towns | 1 Employment predominantly base( § Demands of hard economics and| All LMZs
or commute (Birmingham, Bristol, | on servicing the enjoyment and employment, uooupled from SQ11
Cardiff). Highest employment in appreciation of th&pecial Qualitie®f | environmental and community aspec| SQ12
service industries of tourism, public| the AONB can have detrimental impact on SQ20
administration, finance and transpol landscape
with small numbers in agriculture &
forestry
1 Farm incomesleclining.
1 Need for growth
1 Movement, such as Transition
Towns, towards more sustainable
communities
Transport & Traffic | §  Traffic volumes; A40 busy at alll 1 Most parts of AONB accessible bl 1 Visual impact of much transport | All LMZs
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AONB Landscape

Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts ?{'_i‘ﬂ”ggaerzgegggggle
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB Quality [SQ]
association
[inc emissions] times of the day and, along with A4{ road, facilitating appreciation of infrastructure, including standardised| SQ4
and A4136, carries much freight Special Qualitiegor people of all concrete curbing, safety barriers, SQ11
traffic. A466 and B roads are less | levels of pesonal mobility lighting & signage SQ12
busy, outside of commuting times, | § Rural bus services facilitate € Low / poor maintenancef
though congestion can be caused bl access and appreciation of Bpecial | existing surfaces & features, inc
dawdlingdrivers Agricultural Qualitiesof the AONB bridges can detract from landscape | SQ22
vehicles caralsohold up traffic. character
1 Reliance on private car use and 1 disturbance to wildlife and
commuting potential severance of ecological
1 Demands for standardised corridors, especially on new or
upgrades of road neork, from A40 increasingly used roads.
dual carriageway to unsurfaced
byways
1 Rural bus services patchy
1 Wider issue of pollution and
carbon footprint of the area.
Waste disposal 1 All wase for landfillexported 1 No new landfill sites in AONB 1 There may be less local awarene
1 Government policy to divert of need taeduce & reuse & recycle.
waste from landfilleg. to community
composting schemes or smatlale
energyfrom-waste schemes such
anaerobic digestion plants
Community and
Social
Local services 1 Viability of village and rural 1 Many good village shops & busy | 1 Loss of local services reduces All LMZs
services and facilities market towns community coherence amén leado SQ12
1 Mobility of residentsincluding increasing social isolation SQ21

out commutingincreases
competition between village, market
town and city facilities

1 Deliveries of nternetpurchases

may increase vehicle movements
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AONB Landscape

Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts X&”Sgiﬂegéiﬁ';?
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB Quality [SQ]
association
1 Internet coeumerism
Local housing 1 Quantity of second homes and | 1 Entrepreneurs and freshideas | Migration of young people from | All LMZs
holiday lets brought into area area SQ4
1 Attractiveness of area for both 1 Loss of potential local work force| SQ12
commuting and retirement f Loss of indigenos knowledge and SQ20
1 Lack of affordable housing skills SQ21
1 Imbalance in local demographics SQ27
Community facilities |  Pubs & garages threatened by | 1 Good village halls & pubs 7 Loss of local services reduces | All LMZs
competition from supermarkets community coherence and SQ21
increases social isolation SQ27
Other
Climate Change 9 Increasing greenhous@semissions | 1 New opportunies for agriculture | 1 Impact onAncient Seminatural All LMZs
leading to anticipated global warmir] and tourism Woodlands and other habitats, SQ2
and species migration 1 River & tidal flooding impacts SQ3
§ Considerable uncertainties ovel likely to increase SQ4
the nature of positive and negative f  Water quantity likely to vary morg SQ5
impacts f Increased rainfall may leadto | SQ10
more landslips SQ13
1 Increasediulnerability of hisbric SQ14
environment features SQ15
1 Changes to agricultural crops anc SQ16
practices may change landscape SQ17
character SQis
SQ19
SQ27
Pollution
Water pollution 1 Diffuse and point source 1 Incidents can be used to raise 1 Pollution and litter can degrade | All LMZs
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AONB Landscape
Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts X&"Sgirﬁﬁegéié';?
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB Quality [SQ]
association
pollution from urban (dmestic and | awareness of pollution issues and be| wildlife habitats and landscape SQ3
business) and agricultural sources | practice character SQ4
1 Ploughing of floodplain, steep 91 Agricultural pollution may lead to
valley slopes and other vulnerable contamination of soil and water
soils 1 Soil erosion leads to loss of topsc
1 Water abstraction reduces river and sediment loading in river.
flows and dilution of pollutants
Light pollution 1 Expanding towns on edges of | 1 Examples of bad practice can be| 1 Poorly designed aridr All LMZs

AONB used to promote best practice standardised lighting can degrade SQ11
! Demand for standardised f Good practice e|landscape character SQ12
highway lighting, particularly at Skyod experience {__Poorlydesignedr directed SQ20
junctions lighting can disrupt biodiversy and SQ22
f Increasing use disturb species behavigyrarticularly | SQ26
lighting on exterior of buildings, and bats
floodlighting of games pitches and 1 Poorly located or directed lighting
riding arenas can confuse motorists, degrade
91 Architectural designwith large landscape character and waste energ
areaf glazing 1 Modernbuilding designswith

large areas of glazintanappear as

boxes of light in the countrysids

night, and glinting glazing in the

daytime.

Noise pollution 1 Heavy freight & traffic using 1 Examplesf bad practice canbe | 1 Localised loss of tranquillity All LMZs
main roads used to promote best practice SQ2 SQ17
f Domestic / garden noise from SQ3 SQ18
lawnmowers, strimmers, chippers e SQ4 SQ19
f  Military training flight path SQ5 SQ20
down valley SQ11 SQ22
SQ12 SQ23
SQ13 SQ24
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AONB Landscape

Activities Pressures Positive Impacts Negative Impacts '\Ci‘ﬂnzagergegt anle
in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB in the AONB ( an?i?y [S‘g"]c'a
association

SQ14 SQ25
SQ15 SQ26

SQ16

Visual pollution 1 Demand for more obtrusive 1 Examples of bad practice can be| T Poorly designed and situated All LMZs

sighage used to promote best practice development in and around AONB cg SQ11 SQ19
91 Bi-lingual signgrequire larger 1 Undergroundig of electricity degrade landscape character SQ12 SQ20
signs to accommodate extra wordin| cables removes visual obstructions | 1  Agricultural use of extensive aregd SQ14 SQ21
f Increasing use of plastic for of plastic can degrade landscape SQ15 SQ23
some modern agricultural practices character SQ16 SQ24
§  Poor design of large buildings, SQ17 SQ26

eg barns and business warehouses SQ18

Fly tipping 1 Persistent levels of localisdiy 1 None 1 __ Fly tipping can damage wildlife | All LMZs

tipping and theSpecial Qualitiesf the AONB | SQ2 SQ12
f Farmers & landowners have to | SQ3 SQ22
bear costs of clean up on their land. | SQ4 SQ25
SQ5 SQ26
SQ11 SQ27
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PART 2 STRATEGY

7. INTRODUCTION

The following pages develop the strategy for the AONB Management P2an 20
2025. However, they should not be read in isolation to the preceding P&uiine.

7.1 Themes ad aims

7.1.1 Five main themes were established inftiet statutoryAONB Management
Plan 20042009. Followingsubsequenteviews thesefive themes have bed¢ned and
testedand arecontinued in this Management Plan fo2R@025. Each theme is
summaised in the five following paragraphs.

7.1.2 Theme 10ur unique landscape
Conserving andwhere-necessargnhancing the natural beautyafr unique
landscapes the primary themeThis addresses the components of natural beauty: the
landscape, biodarsity, geodiversity, historic environment and the cultural heritage.
The aim for each component is as follows:
0 to conserve andvhere-necessargnhance the natural beauwatfythe
landscape in the Wye Valley AONB, with its natural and cultural features
and processeandthe Special Qualitiesind features of the Landscape
Management Zones.
0 to conserveand-where-appropriaenhanceand restorethe biodiversity of
the AONBthrough robust ecological networks
0 to conserve and enhance sites that are impddattte scientific and
general understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the geodiversity
heritage of the AONB.
o to conservand sympathetically managfege historic environmergnd
cultural heritagef the AONB and promotengagement with and
understading of it
Additionally the dominant land uses that sustain the landscape need to be considered.
The aims for this are
o to foster viable farming enterprises that manage the land in ways that
conserve and enhance the natural resources and local distiess of the
AONB, and
0 to ensure woodlargdand treethroughout the Wye Valley AONBre
managed sustainably in a way that protects and enhances the outstanding
ancient woodland character of the area, and provides economic,
environmental and social beitef

7.1.3 Theme 2: Development and Transport
Planning the protection of the AONB through approprikteelopment and transport
is the second them@& his addresssthe development, infrastructure and protection of
the landscape with the aim for each comgnt as follows:
o Ensure that all development witithe AONBand its setting conserves and
enhanceshe AONB.
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o Ensure all minerals development in the AOBIR] its settings compatible
with thepurposeims of AONB designation

0 Ensure the most sustainabdéfective and efficient use and supply of services
and energy withimnd impacting othe AONB, compatible with the
purposedrns of AONB designation

o Ensure transport in the AONB is sustainable and integrated and compatible
with the purposes of AONB desigiat.

7.14 Theme 3: Vital communities
Safeguarding rural industries and local seetonomic needs that maintaiital
communitiess the third theme. This addresshe vibrancy of the local communities
and the viability of local businesses that sustianlandscape features. The airm is
0 to engender thriving local communities that have a high quality of life with a
healthy economy that supports the natural beauty of the area.
Farming and forestry have already been covered above, but other aspeetsiodl
economy and rural regeneration also need to be considered. The aim is
o to foster viable rural enterprises that derive benefit from and enhance the
natural resources and local distinctiveness of the AONB.
Tourism is included under the next the.

7.15 Theme 4: Enjoying the AONB
Promoting and ensuring that the general publiccajeying the AON sustainable
waysis the fourth themeThis addresssthe enjoyment of the special landscape
features by everybody. The aims are:that
o0 Sustaimbletourism, based upon the natural beauty and local distinctiveness of
the AONB, continues to enrich the lives of visitors, operators and employees
while contributing positively to the conservation and enhancement of the area.
o People continue to enja@ctive recreation in the Wye Valley that does not
detract from the natural beauty of the area.
o Peopleds appreciation and understanding
increased.

7.1.6 Theme 5: Achieving success together
Managing and governing theONB effectively to ensure we aaehieving success
togetheris the fifth themeThis addresses the need to manage arataioate the
above aspects to maximise the benefits for everyone. The:aim is

0 to continue proactive and imaginative achievementsenVye Valley AONB

through successful and productive partnerships.

This includes a Charter for Residents and visitioas identifies what you can do to
help support the AONB

7.2  Structure of the Strategy

7.21 In the following pagesach theme olihed above is divided into topics drawn
from the bullet points identifiedEach topichasa brief outlinewhich highlights
significant issuesThese mudbe read in conjunction witRart 1 The aim for that
topic is given, based on the Vision. T&eategic Objectives for that topic are then
listed;these are the policy proposals for Managemen®lan. A separate Action
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Plan for the Wye Valley AONB is available which outlines the delivérhis Plan
and the monitoring and evaluation programme

7.22 This Management Plan is considerdagher tier plarin relation to the
Habitats Regulation AssessmeHRA). The20152020HRA concludeghat there
areno likely significant effect®nany European sitSACs & SPASs). However
there are instances wieeuncertainty remairendthe HRA document highlights that
in such instances it is acceptable to defer the HRA dowretower tier plan or
project level, when more detail will be availabldis will ensure thaactionsdo not
compromisdhe conservatin objectves of any European sites.

7.3 Interpretation of Strategic Objectives

7.31 All the StrategicObjectives in the Management Plan must be interpreted in the
light of:

1 the statutory purpose of the Wye Valley AONB designation, that is to censerv
and enhance the areads natur al beauty
the 20 Year Vision for the AONB

theeae m of the themeds topic

the accompanying text to the topic

the texts and tables Bfart 1of the Management Plan

E %

7.32 Where there are any doubts or confli@sategicObjecives should be
interpreted using a Opurposived approach wl
purpose of t he tAONDBO ndseesrivgen aatnido neen hbance natu

7.3.3 In practical terms this means that:

U where there may be more than one possible intatgwatof aStrategicObjective,
the one which reflects the aim behind 8tmtegicObjective,(which will always
be to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the AONB) must be applied.

0 where there appears to be an irreconcilable conflict betweenrtmoreStrategic
Objectives, or an action under o8eategicObjective conflictswith another, the
interpretation which achieves the statutory purpose of the AONB shall be made.

U where any action, plan or project, decision, (& etc.) could be interpretssiras
supported by any particul&rategicObjective (or policies), but its exercise
would conflict with conserving and enhancing natural beauty, the statutory
purpose to conserve and enhance natural beauty shall override any support
provided by theStrategic Objective.
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THEME 1

8. OUR UNIQUE LANDSCAPE i conserved & enhanced

This section outlines the aims and strategic objectives for landscape, biodiversity, and
heritage, and for farming and woodlands, for the Wye Valley AONB.

8.1 LANDSCAPE

8.1.1 The character and quality of the landscaypafted by successive generations
of land managementnderpins the AONB designation and supports a host of
environmental, social and economic benefits. From contributing to our health and
wellbeing to supportigthetourism industry, the landscape is a changing backdrop to
our daily lives However, laselineshift and people may not notiteat there are
subtle effects fronclimate changand thdoss of nature. Our landscape still looks
pretty and may not appedo someto be in emergency. But we have lost and are

| os i nagb wrbd sowall as®io-diversityd ; t hsemeextiactioeandonce
common species are becoming rdg.conserving and enhancing the natural beauty
of the landscape, and the caimwh of its characteristic features, the pabill

continue to benefit from the AONBow and into the future.

8.1.2 A common understanding of what makes each landscape special enables
people to plan ahead to conserve and enhance the distinct chanalcterique sense
of place of that landscape, whilst enabling adaptation to changing conditions and
supporting the needs of people and local communk@sexample, landscape
qualities are increasingly used in marketing agricultural products and divatisifi
enterprisessecuringinancial rewards for those who manage the charactiweairea
which also enhances recreation and rural tourism

8.1.3 LandMap andhelLandscape Character Assessments covering the lower Wye
valley identify the characterissdhat make the landscape of the Wye Valley AONB
so distinctive. These are used to define sixteen Landscape Management Zones
(LMZs) in the AONB. Table 1 outlines theeatures of each of the AONB Landscape
Management Zones. Historic Landscape Characteegssnentand National

Character Areas in Englaméve also been producékhese can all help inform
management and identify the choices and opportunities to plan and monitor
proactively for change in a dynamic and evolving landscape.

8.1.4 There are mangressures on the natural beauty and landscape characteristics
of the AONB. These are summarisedeible9. Standardisation, urbanisation,

habitat loss¢limate changepest and diseasasd the speed and scale of change in
modern technology can all have an erosive effect on the distinctive character of an
area. Tablel andTable8 highlightthe ecosystem services that the landscape features
andSpecialQualities provideasa healthy functioning landape. Wheretheseare

under threat and the landscap&iglanger ohot functioning mitigation and positive
actionshouldbe targetedThere will be significant change to the landscape in the long
term from climate changend diseases such as Ash Dieb&kile not all changes

are predictable, the aim of adaptation actions should be to aghaictioning
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landscapewith a focus on resilience and robustness. The qualities for which the
AONB is designated will remain importanttime future, but climate emge will
intensify pessure oecosystem services and functioliore joinedup action at

local and regional levelsvill be neededo make thelandscape anecological
networkmoreresilient to changing pressures. In this way the decline in habitats and
species, degradation of landscapes and erosion of nasoalrcesan behaltedand
declines reversedluch of this can be achieved through kaedscape approagch
nature based solutiomsd theadoption ofGreenlnfrastructurgGl). Green
Infrastructue, like the landscape approaghmovides a multi-functional approach for
environmental and economic issues as well as addressing social, health and well
being andheclimate changand nature recovemmergency

8.1.5 The Guiding Principle of the landgmascale appexhidentifiesthefour
landscape management strategies of Conserve, Enhance, Restor€geatéorhis
will help consere andenhane thefeatures an&pecial Qualitieshatmaintainthe
uniqueness and natural beauty of the AONBand aound the AONRhis should
concentrate on arglpportthe characteristicseminatural habitaténked and
connected by a network of habitats such as woods, trees, hedginysiane walls,
rivers, ditches and ponds

AONB Aim: Conserve and enhance theumat beautyof the landscape in the Wye
Valley AONB with its natural and cultural features and processes and
the SpecialQualities and features of the Landscape Management
Zones.

Landscape Strategic Objectives

WV-L1 Promote and develop policies andiatives to conservesnhancerestore
or createthe features and elements thaintainthe SpecialQualities,
landscape character and natural beauty of the AONB. Ensure their
sustainable management and mitigate, reduce or remove detrimental
features

[seealsoWV-L2, WV-P3, WV-P4 and W\/P5]

WV-L2 Encourage and enhance appropriatelscape scaknd green infrastructur
action by allparticularlyon consolidating ecosystem serviasdpositively
contribuing to habitat connectivitghatallows wildlife to adapt to the
effects of climate change

[see alsoWV-L1, WV-B2, WV-B3, WV-P3, W\-P4, WV-P5 and WV-P7]

WV-L3 Promote and encourage the use of the Landscape Character Assess
and Historic Landscape Characterisation to inform local distinctivenesg
development plans, strategies, guidance and landscaping schemes
[see also WAD2, WV-D3, WV-M2, WV-U4, W\-C3 andWV-S4

WV-L4 Ensure the establishment and collection of sufficiently comprehensive
baseline data to monitor landscape condition and direcfiochange
[see alsoWV-H2, WV-P§]
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WV-L5 Support measures which increase public awareness and appreciation
natural beauty and importance of the Wye Valley AONB
[see also WAAL]

8.2 BIODIVERSITY

8.21 The Wye Valley AONB is particularly ricim wildlife and has a high
concentration of designated sites covering approximately 10% of the ATi¢Be

are 3 sites of international importance designated as Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs) wunder the Eur op danahe AONBiITIerB&8ACsata bi t at s
the entireRiver Wye, over 900 hectares of ancient seatiural woodland in the heart

of the Wye Gorge, and a collection of sites in the lower Wakey used as roosts by
Greater and.esser Horseshoe bats. Withid@mile/16km radius of he AONB there

is also the SeverastuarySAC, Special Protection Area (SPA) & Ramsar site
downstream from the AONRBhe River Usk SAC to the west and Walmore Common
Ramsar Site to the ea€f national importance in the AONB aré 8ites of Special
Scientfic Interest (SSSIs) including 4 National Nature Reserves (NNRs). The
majority of the SSSIs cover ancient semtural woodland spread throughout the
AONB. The conservation of these sites is overseen by Natural England (NE) and
Natural Resourcéd/ales NRW). Also ofimportance in the AONB are 3 Local

Nature Reserves (LNRs), managed by the respective local authority, and 204 County
localkey wildlife sites, a few of which are managed as nature reserves by Gwent
Wildlife Trust, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trusr Herefordshir&Vildlife Trust in their
respective counties, and Plantlife and the Woodland Trust, with the rest on private
land. Under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (section 40)
public bodies have a duty to conserve biodivgrNE and NRW have a duty to

report on the condition of SSSIs and whether they are in favourable corfdéen
Table5 andTable6). Speciegich grasslanslare an important visual element in the
AONB as part of the landscape of small fieldsgchurchyards, along road verges or
other public areadbut they also play a vitally important part in providing the
biodiversity of the area, protecting endangered plant species, providing habitat for
bees andther pollinatorsstoring carbo@nd occupying a vital place in the

ecosystem of the area

8.22 Overhalf of theSSSé on the English side of th ®ONB are in their optimal
(6favourabl ed) condition flB)drhisisaduehto odi ver si
many factors ranging between local, regional, national and global impagih. of
the River WyeSSSI& SAC in the AONB is ofmoderatescological statuand good
chemical statuander the Water Framework Directiv€he moderatecological
statusis largdy due to diffuse inputs from agricultuegid point source seweratgee
the Nutrient Management Plan dashbdgaiithe Wye Catchment Partnership has a
shared understanding of the priratiproblems and their causes and acts as a focal
hub in delivering actin to correct the identified issyescluding delivery of the Wye
Nutrient Management PlaandCatchmentAdvisers aiding farmrs Therefore it is
particularly important to consider the options where the condii@5SIs& SACs
isaresignificantly affeced by management of the wider landscape in which they
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occur-_ Theremayalsobeanintensiication ofpressure on land and wildlifand
consequently on landscaped natural beautyrom visitor pressurepests and
diseasesindclimate change.

8.2.3 Theaim ofmanagemendctionsand adaptationshould be to retaithe

ecological value, with a focus on resilience and robustesgecially through nature
based solutionsMa ki ng Space for Nature: A review of
Ecological Netwdkd ,haired by Professor Sir John Lawt@910),identifiedthat b
make space for nature we need more, bigger, better and joined up sites to create a
sustainable, resilient and more effective ecological netwidr& reportand the 25

Year Environment RinrecognisedAONBs ashaving great potential to establish a
coherent and resilient ecological netwdfkenew Environmental Land Management
schemeELMs) andstrategic planning policies are major tools in the creation of
better ecological networks. Thefiould ensure that existing wildlife is managed to
the highest standargbat habitat improvement and creation becomes part of
sustainable land management systems and businasdgtatand managerare
provided adequate reward fohe ecosystem senas their land management provides

8.24 In 2010the UK signed up to thBiodiversity 2020global vision and
strategic gtargetss and O6Ai chi o
A: Address the underlying causes of biodiversity losaynstreaming
biodiversity across government asakiety.
B: Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity@odote sustainable use.
C: Improve the status of biodiversity by safeguardingsystems, species and
genetic diversity.
D: Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity @&sdsystems.
E: Enhane implementation through participatory plannikgowledge
management and capacity building.
Progress towards securing UK biodiversity has fallen short of targets and ambitions.
Ten measures within the 2020 strategy show a decline in thedangwith a tirther
nine showing decline in the shderm (Defra, 2019)ThelPPR(2019 havearguel
that policy change has been, 'too slow, and limited to certain natural systems’,
precipitating the ‘age of environmental breakdown’

825 The UK Gov eYearfreironmers PléhSets out the ambitfon
Englandto develop a growing anmésilient network of land, water and sea that is
richer in plants and wildlife. It includessnumber of commitments for nature,
including publishing a new strategy for naturedplace Biodiversity 2020 he
Nature Recovery Network is a major commitment in thé&/2&rEnvironment Plan,
intended to improve, expand and connect habitats to address vdkiiifee and
provide wider environmental benefits for people.

8.26 In Wales he focus is on natural resource manageneitih theoverall aim to
ensure that Wales has increasingly resilient and diverse ecosystems that deliver
economic, environmental and social benefitbe State of Natural Resources Report
(SoNaRR 2016) assessb@ extent to which natural resources in Wales are being
sustainably managed, and recommended a proactive approach to building resilience.
The ®NaR Reporshows thabverall biological diversity is decliningndnone of

Wal esd® ecosyst ewngalldhe attribeitesrofrresihence. yrhe £xteat of
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some habitats has also declined significamlyich can be seen by the loss of habitats
and species. This means that unless action is taken, the benefitd tterivaatural
resources are at riskrea Statements will facilitate the implementatioitioe Natural
Resources Policy amatovide a useful context for the AONB Management Plan
providingvaluable evidence of the important ecosystem services of the AONB.

8.2.7 The 2019 Colchester Declaratiory, thhe National Association for AONBs
states that fANature recovery is central
beauty. Climate change is the biggest threat to humanity and one of the greatest
threats to biodiversity. Designated landscapegs sffiene of the most powerful
solutions to the c hBHdureeecoyerysandoestoriod i mat e
ecosystems provide some of the essential solutions to reaching zero carbon emissions,
as well as addressing many other factors vital for our surangliquality of life.

These are not just distant global issues, they are the main challenges now for the Wye
Valley and the country.

8.2.8 The potential for th&Vye ValleyAONB to contribute positively toationally
and internationallymportant habitatand speciesecoveryis evident.The quality of

the riverandriverine habitatwith migratory fish and ters, are of European

importance Similarly the near continuous woodlanitderspersed with species rich
grassland makahigh quality connected landape The Wye Valley isan important
European stronghold for both thesseHorseshoe bat and tli@@mmonDormouse.
There are also many other nationally rare spegittsa restricted UK distribution that
are found within the AONB, for examplgthe LowerWye Valley is the second most
diverse site foSorbusin theBritish Isles with 19 taxésecond only to the Avon

Gorge which hosts about 28xa)andtwo species that are confined to the AONB
namelySorbus parvilobgShip Rock Whitebeam) arfSbrbus emeiformis (Doward
Whitebeam)There are also species that are of local importance and although some
species have been lost there is still considerable floral diversity in a range of habitats.

8.29 The concentration of priority species and habitats ilye Valleyhas led

the AONB Partnershipio be a leading force facilitating, encouraging and delivering
joined-up, collaborative and cooperative initiatives with local partners that maintain
and enhancbiodiversity, halt further degradation and, wheresfiale, establish
restoration. Exemplar initiatives since 2001 incliatedscape scale projedsch as

the Woolhope Dome Project, the Ravine WoodLIFE pr@ecthe Wye Valley

Nature Improvement Area applicatiorhe AONB Partnership is well placedhelp
providemore resilient and coherent ecological netwankand around the AONB

with healthy and welfunctioning ecosystendeliveiing nature based solutions with
multiple benefits for people and wildlif@Vorking at a landscape scalepperly
plannedecological networks, includg large restoration areasnfocus effortson
achiewng ashift beyond conservatioto enhancement anevhere appropriate,
restoation.A good example of this i$ie managed reintroduction of Pine Marten into
the Forest of D&n and their migratioimto the AONB.

8.210 On-going monitoring of key species and habitats will be crucial to determining
the effectiveness of various schemes and initiatives and overall dedivery

biodiversity objectiveswWhere appropriate a HabisaRegulation AssessmeitRA)

may be required for projector plan toidentify more precisely the nature, scale or
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location of the proposal, and its potential effestd necessarmghangs,in order to
avoid adverse effects on the integrity of any Eurapste(s)

8.2.11 The Wye Valley New Naturalist (2008), written By George Peterken
provides some useful background on the area

AONB Aim: Conserveand-where-appropriagnhancend restorgthe biodiversity

of the AONBthrough# robust ecological netorks

Biodiversity Strategic Objectives

WV-B1

Contribute to the delivery of national, regional and local Biodiversity
targets and priorities for key habitats and species relevant to the AOI
in partnership with relevant organisations

[see also WMP4 and WV-P7]

WV-B2

Encourage and support measures that contribute to the managemen
statutory designated sites and County leslwildlife sites so that they
are in favourable conditioand withinrobust ecological networks

[see also WM_2, WV-B3 and WV-P5|

WV-B3

Promote the adoption of schemes and initiatives that sustain, enhang
recoverthe characteristic biodiversity of the AON&md that enable
ecological systemsietworksand natural processes to accommodate a
adapt to climate and ath environmental changecluding through
nature based solutions alahdscape scale habitat connectivity

[see also WM_2, W\-B2, W\ T3 and WV-P5|

WV-B4

Identify species and diseases considered to be detrimental to the
biodiversity value of the AONB ahencourage their monitoring,
management and, where appropriate, their control

[see also WM-6 and WVW/|

WV -B5

Support thedentification and monitoring of key indicator species and
priority species and habitats, in partnership with conservation
organgations, relevant individuals and the Local Biological Record
Centres

[see also WWPE]

WV -B6

Promote awareness, sources of advice and involvement in biodivers
conservation by landowners, land managers, businesses, local
communities, schools and thehic including of impacts from outside
the AONB

[see alsoWV-Al]
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8.3 GEODIVERSITY

8.31 The Wye Valley AONB contains some excellent geology with good and clear
examples of geological features in the form of a variety of bedrocks exposed in
quarriescliffs and rock outcrops, and the geomorphology associated with the river.
The geology underpins the topography, soils and biodiversityrthkéthe landscape

of the Wye Valley so outstandinGeodiversity, as well as biodiversity, contributes to
the delvery of provisioning, regulating, cultural and supporting ecosystem services.
There are several geological Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)caid
Geological SitegLGS) - formerly known afRegionally Important Geological and
GeomorphologidaSites (RIGS). It is recognised that there are opportunities to
increase the number bf5SRIGS and generally make geological sites more
accessible, intellectually and physically, to the general pulitie Geological
Conservation Review (GCR) identifi®ose sites that underpin the SSSI series and
which includes Otter Hole GCR in the lower reaches of the Wye Valley.

8.3.2 The Woolhope Dome is an area of upfolded Silurian rocks which has
sandstone at its heart surrounded by concentric ridges of limestparated by clay
valleys. This is separated from the Wye Valley by the Woolhope Fault. The form of
the Wye Valley reflects the underlying rock. In the north where the valley is wider,
there are upper Silurian mudstones, the lowest of the Old Redt@amdscks.

Further south are Lower Devonian Sandstones which give a meandering narrow
valley with sloping sides and interlocking spurs. This type of topography is repeated
as the Welsh Border is crossed north of Monmouth. Away from the river valley are
hills and plateau lands underlain by Lower Devonian sandstone. In the Wye Gorge
area there are sheer cliffs of Carboniferous limestone with deeply incised meanders.
This topography is repeated again on the limestone areas towards the Chepstow area.
Other hard rock bands such as the Quartz Conglomerate stand out as crags on the
hillsides, such as on Great and Little Doward and at the Kymin. The higher land of
the Forest of Dean plateau stretching as far north as Chase Wood and Penyard Park
has more restant rock, the Upper Devonian Quartz Conglomerate, Carboniferous

Li mestone and Coal Measures. 0

8.3.3. Sustainable Geotourism, using available trail quides and Apps, can draw

visitors away from 6honey potd sarentes and e
aspects of the area.

AONB Aim: Conserve and enhance sites that are important for the scientific and
general understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the geodiversity
heritage of the AONB.

Geodiversity Strategic Objectives

WV-G1 | Supporttheidentification and monitoring of significageodiversity
conservatiorieatures (SSSls &GS/RIGS), in partnership with
geoconservation organisations and the local Record Centres.
[see alsoWV-P7 andWV-P§|

WV-G2 | Contribute to the conseation and eshancement ahe geodiversity
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resource in line witliseodiversity Action Plans3AP9
[see also WWP5]

WV-G3 | Encourage and support measures that create and/or mainta
accessibility and conservation interest of sites of geological importan
[See abo WVM2 and WVYM3]

WV-G4 | Promote increased understanding and opportunities to apprecia
significance of the geodiversity of the AONB and the need for
protection and management

[see also WAAL]

8.4 HISTORIC ENVIRONME NT

8.41 The Wye Valey AONB has a rich heritaghat has been host to many

activities that have been instrumental in laying the foundations to the cultural identity
of Britain. This is recognised in the high number of designated archaeological and
heritage conservation site$he lower part of the AONB is in the Register of
Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales (Cadw 19%&xe are 1@
Scheduled Monuments in the AONB and 10 registered Parks and Gardens. There are
also 17 Conservation Areas and®Qisted Buildings in the built environment of the
AONB. Additionally there arenany morenationally and regionally important
monuments in the AONB that are not designated, along with a number of
Unregistered Parks and Gardens (parks and gardens of local irdededgsigned
landscapes

8.4.2 Heritage features are a unique, rienewable asset. Like distinctive landscape
features there are no breeding pairs of Iron Age Hill Forts. Similar to the landscape
and the biodiversity, the features of the historic envirent are under pressure from
changes in land management and clim&tind advice and examples of good

practice are availableut someeatures of the historic environment in the AONB,
including some scheduled sites, are not in the best condition. Tfisnsa reflection

of presenpriorities as well as changing management practicéh, seme sites

suffeling from neglectNearly 8% of heritagasset®n theEngilish side of the AONB

are on theRegister of Heritage at Riskhere areexisting datasetsnothe vulnerability

of designated historic environmearid heritag@assets and also the potential to

broaden these datasets to encompass undesignated nationally important monuments.
The appreciation and preservation of the historic environment is theaepoiarity
wherever possible, accepting the need for sympathetic management that has regard for
other interests such as the SAEsl financial viability The amounts of public

privateand charitabléinance invested into the management of the historic

ervironment is significant and needs to contimileng withproperlyconsidered

changes to achiewgable uses that enable theritage tacontinue tosurvive
Thereforemanagement must focus on sustainahibtgpecially in the context of

climate changeaather than a cycle of repair and decay.
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8.43 The Statement of Significance in Sectiafh.2 contains a brief summary of the

historic environment of the Wyéalley. TheWye Valley National Character Area

profile sectionon6 Key Char actedscape sODhmavidegld L&i me 6
furthercetal The Of fads Dyke Conservation Manageme
conditionassessment of the iconic historic monumeating that in the AONB only

7% of the scheduled sections, d@% of unscheduled sectionsg @ Favourable

condition. The heritage of the Wye Valley is also clos@iked with the

neighbouring Forest of Deamnhere are numerous publications and articles

elaborating on many aspects of local historyi ncl udi ng &éOverl ooking
guidetohe heritage of the Wye Valleyd a | egac)
@verlooking the WyéHeritage Lottery Funed Landscape Partnership Scheme

AONB Aim: Conserveand sympathetically managee historic environmerand
cultural heritagef the AONBandpromoteengagement with and
understanding of it

Historic Environment Strategic Objectives

WV-H1 | Initiate and encourage schempslicy developmentadvice and
sympathetic management through partnerships and positive action to
conserve, enhance and pram the historic environmenh conjunction
with landownerspational agencies and other relevant organisations
[see also WWP4, WV-P5 and WV-P7]

WV-H2 | Promote establishment of baseline data to monitor change and improv,
local databases of histol@ndscape assessments, conservation areas,
locally important buildings, buildings at risk, ancient trees, heritage fea
and sites in the AONB in conjunction with Local Planning Authorities,
local archaeological trusts and individuals

[see alsoWV-L4, WV-P§]

WV-H3 | Promote the understanding and enjoyment ottheiral heritage and
historic environment
[see also WAAL]

85 FARMING

85.1 Agricultureoccupiesabout60% of the land in the AONBNd continues to be

an important part of the ruratonomy ané provider of rural landscape management
There is a widearietyof farm enterprises in the AONB rangifrgm soft fruit under
polytunnels to High Nature Value Farming on unimproved grassieord,broiler
chickenunitsto pedigreeHereford keefherdsand from organic apple juice to
asparaguproduction. Supplementing the agricultural businesseeasvable

energy production ana complete spectrum of farm diversification businesses and re
developments of farm buildings. The majorit%%) of the AONB is farmed

intensively.

78
Postublie-consultation DRAFT Wye Valley AONB Management Plan 2@P25



8.5.2 Farming practices have crafted the land for millenAgricultural businesses

have always adapted to remain profitable and the viability of enterprises enables land
managers to conserve and enhance their holdinggsheir interestdlowever nodern
agriculture haevolved andnany of the traditional habitats and practices that have
created some of the distinctive features of the AQXEBoften commercially
redundantThe future viability of farming and forestryfisndamental to the

appearance of the Wye Valley landscape and many ehidéenges, including from
climate changegan only be solved by mix of innovation an@olicy changesFor

example he Wyeis a Catchment Sensitive Farmi(@SF) Priorityarea providing
opportunitiesand incentives folandownergo reduce agricultural inpuglluting the

river. The increasingly globalised nature of agricultural commodities, volatile farm
gate pricesconsumer confidencéhe increasing costs of fuel and fesdr and of

welfare, hygiene, bisecurity and traceability initiatives, together wathmatic

changes anthe opportunities for farmers to act-operatively, all have implications

for the viability of farming. These trends have particularly influentecksarming,
which plays a pivotal rol e pastorat he mai nt enal
agricultural landscapes.

8.5.3 Nationally, agriculture accounts for 10% of greenhouse gas emissions and the
NFU has set out a plan to get UK agriculture to net zét&®&missions by 2040.

The production of foodnd fuel ar&ey ecosystem servisbut must also beocially,
economically and environmentalyable. Influences on #seinclude the effects of
climate change and the ability to adopt new agricultural pegctiBoth can impact on
the visual quality and landscape character of the area through the use of different
technologiescrops, crop productignwater& slurry storageand crop protection
practices. These could include the usphaftovoltaic (PV) arraygenetically

modified organisms (GMOSs), new irrigation techniques or plastic crop covers. The
latter, either as mulch or polytunnels, can have a dramatic impact on the landscape.
Farmscale polytunnels are noecessarilyacceptable in the AONB where

corservation and enhancemaiithe naturahnd scenic beauty have great weight in
planning policy The potential adverse impacts to landscape, biodiversity, soil and
water quality that these changes could bring reaifextive mitigationand
monitoring.However,investment in infrastructure which improves environmental
performancesustainabilityandconserves and enhances the landscsipasid be

supported

85.4 The paradox is thahanyagricultural practices create and support natural
beauty, and farnte and rural businesses need to be economically viable so that they
can conserve and enhance the landscape, otherwise the businesses and the active
environmental land management they underpin, will cease. Farming needs to be able
to realise social and ecomic needs while delivering a whole range of ecosystem
services including healthy foogollination, biodiversity, high landscape quality, high
air and water quality, high animal welfare standacdgbon sequestraticand
opportunities for public recreath and spiritual refreshment. Therefore farmers must
be supported for taking a positive role in the land management of a nationally
protected landscapEarmers are already engaged in many initiatives including the
Campaign for the Farmed Environment, €@ahent Sensitive Farming aagri-
environment schemeBllearly half of the AONB in England =urrentlycovered in
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agrienvironment agreements. The trend should be to increase the coverage and
effectiveness of schemes in the AONB. Thus agricultural pesctiatconserve or
enhancehe natural beauty of the area, including biodiversity, and protect
environmental resources e.g. soil aagbon storagayater and the River Wye, and
take account of the landscape charasteould continue to be encouragedadsgh
priority, for example High Nature Value (HNV) farmingdtilising local markets,
environmental grants and reducing costs via smart use of water, energy and nutrients
are all importantalongsidencreasingoroduction and environmentahhancements
resilient, sustainable and le@reen House Ga§&HG) emission systemsinvestment

in agricultural practices, infrastructure and technology that deliver environment and
animal welfare benefits should be supportédnversely, agricultural activity that
significantly diminishes or destroys the natural bealatydscape charactand
ecosystem serviced the AONBand increases, or does not reduce, GHG emissions
should not be supported.

85.5 Currently farming in the UK is entering a time of considerablnge with

Brexit potentially having an impact on market access, welfare standards and future
subsidy arrangemendésd the need to decarbonise procedsésanticipated that
there wild/ be a move towards a syhsat em of
environmental and animal welfare standards and incentivising sustainability.
Designated landscapasehigh value landscapeTlargeting informatiorshould

identify to applicants the specific actions and benefitsapatenvironmenscheme
options ca deliver in these designated landscapes. In this wayeagnonment
schemes will continue toonsere and enhancthe features, Special Qualities and
natural beauty of the Wye Vallelge AONB For example, high quality pastufed
livestock from naturdriendly low input systems has an important place in a low
carbon agriculturéghat conserves and enhances the landscapdssvery different to
intensive livestock rearing on aralijeown feedsAdoption of agroforestrynay
restoresome historisvood-pasture landscapesd bring more trees into cropland.

856 There are al so t he-hbts ndeelrls 81 arrd odvwhnoebrbsyd ,f a

do not depend on land management for their income. However collectively they are
the main private custodians of ttstinctive smalifield landscapes of the Wye

Valley and a disproportionately large amount of the key sites for biodiversity and
ecology as well as a key carbon stofdese people often own and mangdigh

Nature Value farmland witeeminatural speciegch grasslands and orchayagth
traditional field boundarieand practice more traditional forms of farming, such as
low intensity grazing and hayaking.They, too, need support and practical help and
are often outside the existing agnvironment soémes.

AONB Aim: To foster viable farming enterprises that manage the land in ways that
conserve and enhance the natural resources and local distinctiveness of
the AONB.

Farming Strategic Objectives

WV-F1 | Encourage farmers and landowners to devahmpadopsustainable
management practices that conserve or enhance the fe&pees!
Qualitiesand natural beauty of the Wye Valley AONB
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[see alsoWV-E2 andWV-P5]

WV-F2 | Influence policy on, and encourage the maximum uptakago¥,
environment andtber appropriate schemes, including support for small
holders, where they progress the conservation or enhancement of the
beauty, biodiversityhistoric environmenandSpecial Qualitiesf the
AONB, particularly through Catchment Sensitive Farmang mixed
farmingof resilient, sustainable and |Ie@&HG emissiorsystems

[see alsoWV-P3, WV-P4, WV-P5 and W\/P7]

WV-E3 ool — ! | i ol Cactiv

Identify good agricultural practices that are appropriate to the challeng
facing thefarmers of the AONB and disseminate through

networks, partnerships and training.

[see dso WVE2 and WWP5]

WV-F4 | Support the development ahdfunding for new skills, farming practices
and farmbased activities that are compatible with the aims of AONB
designation, and encourage and support traditional skills such as hay
making, hedge lagg, dry stone wallingwoodlandandcoppice
management, riparian tree words. that contribute to the maintenance ¢
the SpecialQualities of the AONB

[see alsoVV-W3 WV-E1 and WV-EJ]

WV-F5 | Promote a wider understanding of the value of farming téath#scape anc
economy of the AONB
[see also WAAL]

WV-F6 | Support all appropriate measures to control diseases of agricetopsl
treesandlivestock, which threaten the commercial viabilityfafming
systemghat conserve the landscape chara@®esuring that the measures
remain compatible with the conservation and enjoyment of natural bea
[see also WMB4 and WVW/4]

WV-F7 | Encourage and support local producers to supply local food and promg
and encourage the use of local produce by publieespdonsumers,
accommodation providers and local food outlets.

[see also WMEL]

8.6 WOODLAND, TREES AND FORESTRY

8.6.1 Woodlands in th&Vye Valley areoneof the dominant landscape features with
significant connectivity across the landscape. Tgreyide a multitude of ecosystems
services and environmental, social and economic benefits. The majoribpdfands
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in theWye Valley AONB are ancient woodland of high nature conservation value,
and therefore irreplaceable. However there are algald#zconifer plantatios

Forestry and woodlandccupies about 26% of the AONB, i.e. about 8440ha. Over
900ha, about 3% of the AONRre internationally protected as a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC). The highest proportions of ancient andsatmialwoodland
(ASNW) and planted ancient woodland sites (PAWS) are in the Wye Gorge, Dean
Edge Limestone Hills (Highmeadow) and Woolhope Dome. The woodland
proportion varies enormously betwdeandscap®&anagemenzones. The

productive areas of woodland irethONB are on the flatter land of the Dean and
Trellech plateaux and the Woolhope Dome. The majority of the woodland in
productive management is in the Public Forest Estate which covers 4,962ha or 15% of
the AONB managed by Forestry EnglaaddNatural Reources WaleNRW). A

further 1,650ha of private woodland (5% of the AONB) are in some level of grant
scheme. The administrative complexity of the AONB means that there are a range of
relevant woodland strategies and plans, for England and Wales reslyectiv

8.6.2 Britain's trees are under unprecedented th@adr the last ten years there has
been a significant increase in the number of pests and diseases attacking our trees.
There aremportedpestsanddiseasesreatingproblems with Ashl.arch,Oak Pine,
Spruce and Horse Chestnut treesrrentthreats include Ash Diebackkalara
fraxireadymenoscyphus fraxineyélder PhytophthoraRhytophthora cambivora
alnixfragariag and Ramorum BlightRhytophthora ramorujrall having aneffect,
somedramatcally, onthe landscape character of the AONBose monitoring and
swift remedial action are required to control the worst impacts of these tAneiats.
increasan pests and diseaskas dramatically highlighted how dependant we have
become on a limitethnge of tree specieghe ancient woodlands of the Wye Valley
have a much richer species diversity than plantation woodBpetiesand genetic
diversification is very much at the core of woodland adaptation and ensuring
resilience in the futureClimate change may also significantly affect the Wye Valley
woodlands. However thefrene pool anéxtensive connectivity across the landscape
may afford someopportunities for species and hab#atpaton migratierand/or

adapttion migration

8.6.3 The WyeValley woodlands would have been managed, predominantly
coppiced, on an industrial scale over at least the past 500 years. Much of this would
have been lovgrade hardwood timber turned into charcoal on site and fed into the
local blast furnaces and indtal works along the valley. Currently nationally only
30% of woodlands are managed and the woodlands in the AONB are no exception.
This is partly due toolatile timber prices in recent years, making the relatively-low
grade hardwoods on the steep s®opf the Wye Valley woodlands particularly
unprofitable. The development of modern woodared biomassnarkets could

increase the management of these woods once Flaguating economics will
continue to have a variable impact on levels of manageasentiil the level and type

of any state aidBut in the meantime many of the woodlameseive little
managemerdlthouglandthey remain a significant carbon sink

8.64 With this lack of active managemehbwevercome a range of problems. The
neglectof woodlands has resulted in a general loss of biodiversity particularly those
species that are dependent on the cyclic light to shade development in woods. Other
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problems include invasion by species such as cherry l&lireglayan Balsam,
increasing dae boar and grey squirrel populations and the general loss of woodland
management skilleer populations can have a significant detrimental impact on the
economic and conservation value of the Wye Valley woodlandsamtchued
collaborative managemergneededThe Wye Valley Woodland SAC was monitored
during the 201318 reporting round and found to be in unfavourable condition due
largely to the lack of regeneration because of deer browsiogases in grey squirrel
populations are also recognisechasing a significant impact on the longevity of

trees such as beech which not only affect the productivity and biodiversity but also the
landscape character of the woodlands. However effective control is not so well
advancedlthough theecent pine manti reintroductiormay helpachievea better
balance The i mp a c tis stdl being evaluatddbhe divisiarr of woods and
marketing of small individual plots is another trend that needs monitoring.

8.65 Employment levels in woodland managemierthe AONB are uncertain due

to the scarcity of comprehensive figures for the AONB. However, there are a wide
range of professions locally connected to the woodlands and the use of timber and
woodland products. These range from foresters, arboricuétndasilvicultural

advisors, coppice workers andarcoalmakers through stalkers, butchers and game
dealers to carpenters, wood turners, joiners and cabinet makers. The viability of the
enterprises and markets for woodland produce are essential to #n@sangoing
management of the woodland.

8.6.6 The other significant use and value of the woodlands is for recrehgatih

and weltbeing In Japan, the health benefits of spending time in forests has its own
word, shinrinyoku, which means "foresiath i n Theheavily wooded nature of the

| ower Wye Valley is a key factor in the ar
destination. Th&ublic Forest Estate in England and Wales (respectively managed by
ForestryEngland& Natural Resources Waleajd Woodland Trust woodlands are

open to, and popular with, walkers, with various further promoted and permissive
routes for horse riders and cyclisi#milarly most (but not all) Nature Reserves have
public access, these are managed by Natural EnglangiaNBesources Waleand
therespectivaVildlife Trust in Herefordshire, Gloucestershire and Gwétdwever

high levels of recreational use can at times conflict with practical woodland
management, such aslieg operations or de&¥ boar culling. Thewoodland

resource also provides good educati@mal weltbeingopportunities, particularly
throughcommunity woodland activityrorest Schools arttie establishment and

development o€reative andherapeutignitiatives such athe AONBPar t ner shi pds
InsideOUTand MindSCAPE®rojectst he O6Woods & Treesd themed
River Festival 201 nd t he Ar borealistsd exhibitions

8.6.7 Thewoodland of theWye Valleytherefore requirenultipurpose
managementwith sound advice, suppaand initiativeso seaire the benefits fdocal
landscape character and biodiversity and for amenity, health, the local economy and
linking or expanding existing sitelSlulti-purpose management must still be
overarchingly influenced by the need for ecological sustainabiisflience and
expansionRiparian tree corridors and/or wet woodland can help with some flooding
issues and be an import resource for watercourse management and biodiversity, but
are under threat due to lack of management and tree health related prol@ems.
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woodlandsandothernatural flood management measunesild be an important asset

in those areas to help with water managemafhierever possible @odland need to

be broughback into managemetd improve surface viscositywoodland owners

should beencouraged to undertake active and appropriate management of their sites
including the use of coppice managemé@ime only way of increasing the area of

ancient woodland with semi natural characteristics is through PAWS restoration. To
make the most of #se remnantsontinuous cover forestry (CCF) principles should

be the preferred mechanism wherever practicaliiés good practice to change the
woodland canopy structure gradually, rather than removinghate tree species in

one go Bringing formercoppice woodland back into management should also be

done carefully and gradually; overstood coppice stems are wont to blow over with
potentially disastrous results for the stool, if too rapidly exposed. A phased and

cyclical approach should be adoptedandrecoppicing is appropriate. In some
circumstances, encouraging owners to manage glades, gaps and internal edges may be
more appropriate, letting some of the former copplce areas return to |rreqular mixed
speues hlqh fore S : d-the g of
ha-egebu edeason)

epe#aﬂen&e&n%ause—&gmﬂea%d&mage%emdhﬁdaakhemageussMe features

and 'hotspots' of ancient woodland remnants (including ancient and veteran trees)
need to be protected during all forestry operations. Naturaheeaon of new trees
should be encouraged wherever possible from the rich gene pool of the Wye Valley
woodlands, but where replanting (or direct seeding) is necessary 'the right tree in the
right place for the right purpose' must be encouraged. Plamtiok should be native
species of local provenance that have been sourced and grown in the UK and should
also be of local origin. This is to foster local character, phenological relationships with
other species and also to reduce the risk of importingdugbsts and diseases.

8.6.8 A keytool inthe response to the climate emergency is woodland creatmn
only for its carbon storage potential but also in building resilience to the impacts of a
changing climatéecarbonisatiors-treeplantingWith 27% woodland cover it could

be argued that the Wye Valley should be the paragon and aspiration for much of the
rest of the countrywoodland creatioim the Wye Valley needs to be carefully

targeted to avoid destroying other key carbon stores such as patmspeciesich
grassland. But opportunities poovide improved connectivityexpanding antnking
existing woodlandandplantingup hedgerows, usingppropriatenativebroadleaved
speciesis consistent with theonservation and enhancemehthe ACNB. A
considerable amount ofitural regeneration and/vee planting willalsobe needed

to replace the Ash trees due to be lost to Ash Dieback.

8.6.9 Single trees and small groups of trees in parkland or in hedgerows also make a
significantcontributon to the landscape character of the AONB. Such trees are
usually of high conservation value, especially ancient / veteranvtteels are a

scarce ecological niche and resouritieey are often part of a link between woodlands

or other semnatural habites. Individual and hedgerow trees, such as ancient

pollards, need appropriate management and maintenance to minimise damage and
loss. Ancient trees are living relics of incredible age that inspire in us feelings of awe
and mystery, contributing to botholliversity and cultural history:hey are generally
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of a delicate disposition requiring adequate protection in forest, woodland and hedge
operations. Interference should be minimmaluding that of the roots, to minimise
shock. Attempts should not be neaih 'repollard’ [apsed pollards as this is often
terminal. Arboricultural and preferably Ancient Tree Forum expertise should be
referred to as often as possible. An active programme of identifying potential 'new'
ancient and veteran trees should be ua#ten to fill the generation gap for decaying
heartwood and its associated specialiBf® impact of Chalara Ash Dieback is likely

to result in the loss of large numbéup to 95%)of woodland, hedgerow and wayside
Ash treesresulting in potentié} noticeablechange in landscape and/or woodland
character in place§ood practicenanagement principlder ash diebackhould be
followed, including only felling where there is a material safety risk; a commitment to
replace where trees are removed smn@place through natural regeneration, or where
planted, from native stock of local provenance that has been sourced and grown in the
UK. A seed collection, propagation apkanting programme is required to ensure

there are mature single and hedgerow treésaruture. We alsoneed to be mindful

of not only orchard fragments on the edge of settlements, but also of solitary veteran
fruit trees, particularly as they may hold a rare genetic resource.

8.6.9 The Woodlands of the Lower Wye, Origins, History &tahagement booklet
(AONB 2007)- available on www.wyevalleyaonb.org.tlrovides useful
informationon theWye Valley woodlands.

AONB Aim: To ensure woodlarghnd treeshroughout the Wye Valley AONBre
managed sustainably in a way that protects andrer@s the
outstanding ancient woodland character of the area, and provides
environmental, social and economic benefits.

Woodland, Trees and Forestry Strategic Objectives

WV-W1 | Provide best practice advice to woodland owners and managers on susta
multipurpose management of the Wye Valley wood&itluding sensitive
PAWS restoratiore ncour aging o6t he r iagdhhe tr
ecosystems approach

[see alsoWV-P4, WV-P5 and WV-P7]

WV-W?2 | Develop and support tree, woodland and foresitiativesand policythat
conserve, restore and/or enhanceSpecialQualities, biodiversity and natura
beauty of the area, ensuring no net loss of setiral woodland covemnd
better, bigger and more joined up woodland habitalsss there areverriding
nature or heritage conservation benefits

[see alsoWV-P3, WV-P4 and W\/P5|

WV -W3 | Support the development employment and skilland markets for local timbe
and woodland produce
[see alsoWV-F4, WV-E1 and WV-E3]

WV -W4 | Support the monitong, management and where appropriate, control of
diseases, pests and other threats, which may cause substantial mortality i
species and woodland habitats and seek to mitigate the landscape impact
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loss
[see also WAB4, WV-F6 and WV-P§]

WV-W5 | Increase understanding, awareness and enjoyment of trees and the speci
nature of the Wye Valley woodlands and promote them as a resource for
appropriate educationatommunity recreational and health opportunities
[see also WAAL]

THEME 2

Q. DEVELOPMENT & TRANSPORT i planning and protection

This section outlines aims and strategic objectives for planning and development,
minerals, utilities, public services, renewable energy and transport infrastructure in the
Wye Valley AONB.

9.1 DEVELOPMENT

9.1.1 The Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Joint Advisory
Committee (JAC) does not have direct responsibility for the preparation of land use
planning policies nor the determination of planning applications. This is the
responsibilityof the statutory planning authorities under specific Town and Country
Planning legislation.

9.1.2 National plicy for AONBsis contained irPlanning Policy Wale@PPW)and

in Englandin the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPE)caldevelopment
managemenpolicies areset outin theLocal PlansLocal Development Plarad
emerging NeighbourhoddevelopmenPlansand are based on an-tgpdate

evidence bas&@hePPWand NPPRprovide specific planning guidance for plan

makers and decision takersralation to AONBs antboth confirm that great weight
should be given to conserviagd enhancingandscape and scenic beautyAONBs

and that AONBs have the highest status of protection in relation to landscape and
scenic beautyequal to National Parksy he 6 gr e a t(PPWeseactp®.85 t est 6
and NPPF section7®) is significant and one of the most stringent legal tests that can
be applied under planning law. In relation to major developnbeiit, PPVWsection
6.3.10 andthe NPPHsection ¥2) statethat planning permission should be refused

for major developments in AONBs except in exceptional circumstances and where it
can be demonstrated that they are in the public interest, and set a series of 3 tests that
have to be assessé&tlhether a proposecedelopments major development, to which
NPPF172 policy applies,is a matter for the relevant decision taker, taking into
account thenature, scale and settinfjtheproposal in question arwdhether it could

have a significant adverse impact on the pags for which the aa has been
designatedElsewhere inth® P P a i or d e vissdéfinegdhy e Town and
Country Planning (DevelopmefManagemenProcedure) (England) Order 28) as
housingdevelopmenof 10 or more homes or 0.5 hectares or moraonresidential
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developmentvith afloorspacegreater thari,000m2 or 1 hectar®oth the NPPF and
PPW recognise thaegtelopment affecting AONBs includes impact on the setifng
the AONB.NPPFPlanning Practice Guidance (Natural Environmgudragrab
041),alsostates that AONBare 'unlikely to be suitable areas for accommodating
unmet needs from adjoining (nalesignated) areas'.

9.1.3The AONB designation does not prohibit developmemhecessarily. Some

people may feel thatgnning legislatio and development control is restrictive on

what they want to see developed. Howeaesearchn Walesshowedthat nationally

84.5% of planning applicationgere approved in AONBg¢broadly similar to National

Parks) compared with 85.3% approved in RAMNB areas Thereforghe process

should be seen agositive process that aims to secanel enhancdevelopment that

is good enough fathe mutual benefit for present and future generatiorsnarea

that isinternationallyrecognised for ittandscapemportanceSection2 of the NPPF

includes a presumption in favour of sustainable development, which aims to make
decisionmaking on developments easiBut the footnote to the section (parh 1

footnote6) makes clear that ti®ONB policiesin the NPPF (sctions 72) take

precedent over this presumpti@onsequently proposatsust be carefully assessed

for their effect on those features adpecial Qualitieshatmake thedesignagd area

so distinctive High qualitydesign, including the inclusion of Greénfrastructure,

that takes account of landscape character, scale and setting, can help enhance the area.
Devel opment that i s Agdemdnstateanvingiiiy t o appr ov.
evidence of local neegrioritise affordablehousing andollow the 6 dwhal Ddsign

Guide, Ocbber2 0 1a8Ondd We | s h Go v e Techmieal Adbice NateDe si gn 6
(TAN) 12, March 2016.

9.1.4 All four local planning authorities haaglopted_ocal Development
Frameworks or Plansocal Plans include policy refererecto the AONBN Core
Strategies and in specific Development Plan Documents (DPD) as relevant, and
specifically crosgeference tts AONB Management Plain England,
Neighbourhoodevelopment Plans also make reference to the AONB and the
Management PlaThis AONB Managment Plarthereforeforms part of the
evidence basendis a material consideration in these documanis the planning
process

9.1.5 There are about 750 planning applications per annum in the A@N&eas

there are over 13,450 dwellings)hese rangiom porch extensions of a few square

metrs to over 50 hectares of polytunnels. The AONB unit and JAC only tend to

consider planning applications that are likely to have a significant impact on the

AONB. This is judged to be if the proposed developmethform a dominant new

feature in the landscape and/or if it damages or impacts on sSpe@hl Qualities
simultaneouslyHowever the JAC is not a statutory consult®sn average the AONB

Manager makes commesion about 1% of applications, usuallgjecting or raising

concern about | ikely significant detri ment .
comments are sought on | arge scale devel op
meeting cycleor if deadlines are tiglthenkey members may be consulted.

9.1.6 Many of the planning applications are approbgdhe local planning
authorityon the grounds that the development has negligible impact on the AONB.
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These decisions would take into account current policy and any material
considerations, which magélude setting a precedent and any cumulative impacts.
The range of aspects for which the AONB is important is much more than visual.
Natural beauty includes wildlife, geology, heritage, landscape character, scenic
beauty, environmental quality and oppaities for enjoyment, and in assessing a
planning application the collective impact of these factors needs to be taken into
accountDevelopment in the AONB should bdédanchmark of excellence for Green
Infrastructure utilising nationally recognised staandls such aBuilding with Nature.

In England Biodiversity Net Gainas the potential to make substantial changes to
both biodiversity enhancemeandgreen infrastructure

9.17 However itis a commonly expressed concern that it is often the incremental
effect of developments collectively that encroaches on and erodes the landscape
features an@pecial Qualitie®f the AONB.New developmenshould be

proportionate and not overwhelm existing developmardgome areas the integrity of

the AONB is challenge by incremental and cumulative development, where one poor
development is usdd justify the nextThe Landscape Character Assessments for

each county go some way towards addressing these issues along with Supplementary
Planning Documents (SPDs), sucithe r e f or dshire Council 6s on
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessments (LVIA) are an essential tool in the
planning process for identifying impacts on landscape character and visual impacts
from major development3 he Guidelines for LandscapedVisual Impact
Assessmen{GLVIA3) includes a chapter on cumulative effects assessment. GLVIA3
should be used for Environmental Statements and may also be useful in relation to
smaller scale developments.

9.18 Both NPPF and PPW emphasise tpaat weght should be given to

conserving and enhancitige AONB.In such cases the harm to the landscape

resulting from a single development proposal may sometimes be less than substantial,
butthed g r e a t attachead gilie AGNB may enable the planning aotity to
refuse planning permission and to resist i/
character ofhearea resulting from the cumulative effect of multiple small
developments. Such developments might typically include the building of a single
dwelling, or an extension to an existing property, or the construction of small business
development generating economic benefitkerefore developments that do not

provide any enhancement to the AONB should be resisigaever, the AONB
designatiorshould note seen as a barrier to the right kind of chaargénew houses

need to be built to zercarbon standards and use foarbon materials for

construction, while existing buildings need to be retrofitted to significantly reduce
energy demand. When well desagh these changes can result in significant social,
economic and environmental benefli&wever, ®w housing development in

surrounding areas may increase recreatiandlotheipressuren the AONBif
adequatgrovision of green infrastructurg not pravided locally

919 The i mpacts on t heDeleppmegrlRc gp s ochn RPE C Mi t
includeconversiorof agriculturalbuildingsor poorly placed new oneandsome

renewable energgnd telecommunicationsstallationsis acauseof some pubk

concernThe 2019 Landscapes Review (Thhkover repoa
current Permitted Development Rights (PDR) system should also be reviewed and, if
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necessary, further PDRs should be added to the list of those currently withdrawn
within naticnal landscapes to ensure that the full application process applies before
determining planning approvator example, forestry and agricultural changes
allowed under permitted development can have significant impacts on landscape
qualityd. Planning infringments and retrospective applications can also have a
detrimental impact locallyLight and noise pollution, and actions suctagscultural
improvemenbf speciegich grasslandiemoval of hedges or stone walls, hard
surfacing of previously unsealedks, changes to drainage ete also frequently
identified as eroding the character of the arBlae level and effectiveness of
developmenianagemendnd planning enforcement by the local planning authority
IS a key factor in controlling thisMore efective monitoring oflte overall efficacy of
the planningsystemin protecting the AONB designatias required

9.110 There are areas outside of the control of the planning system which can also
have an erosive effect or a visual impact on the A@YEhe extensive use of plastic

or synthetic mulchinfrastructure associated with public utilities services and
highways are often criticised by people for their standardised approach and lack of
attention to local distinctiveness. The duty on all puididies to have regard for the
purposes of AONB designation, in Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000, can be used to improve the AONB. An example of this is the regulator
Ofgemreimbursing the electricity distribution companies for lngyunderground

some of their overhead electricity cables in AONBs.

9.1.11 Darks skies are an intrinsic aspectlofcountrysideLight pollution is
avoidable hrough improved design, better enforcement of planning guidelines and
innovative new technobies.Lighting should only be installedhere and when
neededfollowing guidanceand god practicefor intrinsically darklandscapes, fo
example byThe Insitute of Lighting Professional®esigns shouldvoid spilling

light including large areas of gleng which can appear as boxes of light in the
countryside at night, and glinting glazing in the dayti@pportunities should be
sought to remove or replaegisting inappropriate external lightirig restore dark
skies.Householders, farms, community il#es, recreationafacilities andbusinesses
in the AONB can take simple stefmsreduce light pollution hy

0 Angling existing |ights downwards

0O Fitting timers

0 Replacing existing | fogririnsicallgdankwi t h desi gns
landscapes

AONB Aim: Ensure all development within the AON#BId its settingonserves and
enhances thAONB

Development Strategic Objectives

WV-D1 | Ensure a consistent and coherent framework of planning policies relati
the AONB is fully reflected in the statbry land use planningocuments
and their effectivenessonitored

[see alsoWV-D4 andW\V-P4]

WV-D2 | Encourage and support high standards of design, materials, energy

89
Postublie-consultation DRAFT Wye Valley AONB Management Plan 2@P25



efficiency, drainageardlandscapingndGreen Infrastructuri all
developments, inading Permitted Development, to ensgreater
sustainability andlecarbonisation, artiat they complementonserveand
enhance the locéndscapeharacteand distinctiveness atudingscale
andsettingandbenefit or enhanctihe natural environment

[see alsOWV-L3, WV-D4, WV-U1, WMVU3, WV-T2, WV-S4and WVP5|

WV-D3 | Resist inappropriate development which will create a persistent and
dominant feature out of keeping with the landscape of the AONB and/(
it damages$pecial Qualitietn the AONB, induding through high levels of
noise and/or light pollution or any SAC, SPA or Ramsarasitether sites
designated as environmentally impottan

[see alsOWV-L3, WALE3,-WV-UL, WV-U3, WV-T2 and WS4

WV-D4 | Encourage the use of Section 106 or Section @&éments and the

Community Infrastructure Levy to provide opportunities for developme
to contribute to enhancing or conserving the natural beauty of the AON
[see also WAD1, WV-D2 and WV-P4]

WV-D5 | Encourage and support public involvement in theruplanning of
settlements and the countryside throughout the AONB for example thr
NeighbourhoodevelopmenPlanssubject toHabitat Regulation
Assessment{RA) being carried out appropriate plan goroject evel as
set in the HRA documetit.

[seealso WV-C4, WV-P6 and WV-P7]

9.2 MINERALS

9.21 The geology of the Monmouthshire and Gloucestershire parts oiQNBA

include considerable quantities of carboniferous limestone. Herefordshire contains
more Devonian sandstone and Silurian limestone. These resources have been quarried
for centuries to provide building stone, lime for local blast furnaces, agricultueal |

and aggregaté\s well as stonehere is a considerable heritage in the Wye Valley and
Forest of Dean of mineral extraction, including iron, opgartz conglomerate for

millstones andcoal

9.22 Mineral extraction is now concentrated on limestoggregate extraction from
onelarge scale quayrin the AONB atStowfield Quarry, just west of Colefordhile
Clearwell Quarry isdjacent to th&ONB boundary. Minerals can only be worked

where they occur. However, the environmental impacts of quanoésnly in but

adjacent to the AONB, can be considerable. These can be through the long term effect
on the landscapand hydrologyand/or through the daily operations which can be
noisyanddusty and generate considerable lorry traffionverselyguaries provide
employment and can be restored to give valuable exposures of the geology, create

9C
Postublie-consultation DRAFT Wye Valley AONB Management Plan 2@P25



special habitats for wildlifeas is happeningt Livox Quarry south of Tintermnd
potentiallynew recreational facilities

9.2.3 There are several large dssd quarries that are-vegetating and naturalising
over time, and a myriad of small redundant quarries many of which are completely
overgrown. All quarries, working and disused, are of value to geoconservation and
several are designated as Sites of $p&uientific Interest (SSSIs) aocal

Geological Sites (LGS)formerly known afRegionally Important Geological Sites
(RIGS).Building stone from local quarries is also important for local architectural and
heritage reasonddistoric Englandand Cadw ee keen to see local quarries

temporarily reopened for close stone matches for specific building conservation or
renovation permissions.

9.24 Government guidance on mineral applications in AONBs is giv&ational
Planning Policy Framework (NPPH) England andn Wales inPlanning Policy

Wales Mineral planningguidance an#linerals Technical Advice NotéMTAN) 1,

all of which emphasise thatinerals development shoudstoid AONBs (NPPF 205a

& PPW 5.14.35) The Minerals Planning Authorities (MPA®)veringthe AONB are
Gloucestershire County Council, Herefordshire Council and Monmouthshire County
Council_responsible for preparing Minerals and Waste Local PlaBach MPA is
responsible for planning for a steady and adequate supply of aggregaies daace
with the NPPFRand PPW All issues such as the impacts of quarrying on
environmentatonstraints will be balanced through the statutory plan process.

AONB Aim: Ensure all minerals development in the AOBIR] its settings
compatible withthe purposeimns of AONB designation

Minerals Strategic Objectives

WV-M1 | Encourage a consistent and coherent framework of mineral planning
policiesthat recognise the AONB and SACs as primary constraints to
guarries and extensions to existing quatriesoect to Habitat Regulation
Assessment (HRA) being carried out at appropriate plan or project levg
set in the HRA document

[see also WWP4]

WV-M2 | Encourage quarries to be operated and restored to a standard that is
appropriate to the landscape chargaeodiversity and biodiversity of the
AONB

[see alsOWV-L3, WV-G3, WV-P4 and WV-P5)

WV-M3 | Support the working of building stone where there is a clear need for Ig
conservation and heritage purposes where the scale and nature of ext
is not seiously damaging to th8pecialQualities, landscape character or
natural beauty of the AONB

[see also WAG3, WV-E1 andWV-P5]
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9.3 UTILITIES, PUBLIC SE RVICES AND RENEWABLE ENERGY

9.31 The topography of the Wye Valley provides some challenges for the delivery
of modern services and utilities. Yet the landscape also offers opportunities and
alternatives along with lesas that can be learned from previous generations. The
early industries in the Wye Valley were based entirely on the natural resources
available and were powered by water and woblde potentialemains to make good
use ofsmallscale hydroelectric schess on the tributaries of the Wgadof wood

fuel. Thetargetfor the UK of netzero greenhouse gasissiors by 2050will

necessitate a significant increasenergygeneratiorfrom renewable sources.
Opportunitiesexist forsmall domestic wind turbinesnd for solar power, both for

water heating angmallscalephotovoltaic electricity generatioRoof mounted PV
panels, when framed in a consistent colour, readily fit into the landskgpeulture

and horticulture also have the ability to provide reale energy cropsiowever

| andscape i mpacts may occur from | arge scal

9.32 Most public utility services, notably gas, water, electricity and telephone lines
tend to follow the road networkOver-ground wireancross the valleys and the

river wheretheyarevery conspicuous Thescattered settlement and heavily wooded
nature of some parts of the AONB also mean that-gr@und connections,

particularly telephones and electrigigye disrupted by storms and floondi The
undergrounding of cables is being pursued by the electricity distribution network
companies under the Ofgem Section 85 scheme. This can provide both landscape and
service supply enhancements.

9.33 The rate of consumption of resources is alamental aspect of sustainable
development. The conservation of energy and water are crucial factors that affect the
AONB. Excessive water use and abstraction can have a significant impact on the
river, its biodiversity and the surrounding landsc&pefarm water storages
becomingnecessary to facilitate irrigatiort.he waste of resources has both short

term and long term effects. For example excessive lighting causes lilghitopobut

also the resultant G@missions from the electricity generatiantributes to climate
change The development of renewable energy does not negate the need for efficient
use of resourceSimilarly national planning policy on waste is to divert waste from
landfill and todeduce & reuse & recyadie This provides oppounities to promote

more sustainable alternatives to exporting all waste from the AONB, such as
community composting schemes or snsaifile energyrom-waste schemdike

anaerobic digestion plants.

9.34 Mobile phonesaind Broadbantavetransforned modertife, butthe

topographyand ruralityof the AONB means that coverage is not consistenthe
aspiration to reacbomprehensivligh speed Broadband antbbile phone coverage

the balance has to be reached sotti@walley sidesl o n 6 t bmsting with pasts

to achieve this. Mast sharing is an option but may not always provide the best
environmental result in every case, as they tend to need to be taller with each sharing.
Masts can use optimum designs or involve innovative solutions, suctoagadration
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in church towers or farm buildings, which when accompanied by adequate
landscaping where appropriate, minimises the landscape impacts in the AONB.

AONB Aim: Ensure the most sustainable, effective and efficient use and supply of
services anénergy within the AONB, compatible withe
purposeins of AONB designation

Utilities, Public Services and Energy Strategic Objectives

WV-U1l | Support and promote the development of renewable forms of energy
generation that do not impact negatively oa ldmdscape features and
SpecialQualities of the AONB

[see also WAD2, WV-D3 and W\/P5]

WV-U2 | Encourage further undgrounding of existing and proposed power and
telephone lines, where these do not conflict with any SAC, and resist
overhead lines tere skylines or important views are affected

[see also WAD3 and WV-P4]

WV-U3 | Encourage the highest standards of equipment design and sithigtfor
speed broadband and mobile phone installagmasresist new structures
that either do not share maatsd / or do not utilise appropriate designs a
suitable locatiortssubject to Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA) bei
carried out at appropriate plan or project level as set in the HRA docun
[see also WAD2 and W\/P5|

WV-U4 | Encourage the use andpgly of resources, including water abstraction a
investment in infrastructure, that is consistent withSbecialQualities,
SACs, landscape character and natural beauty of the AONB, and mon
any adverse impacts

[see alsoWV-L3 andWV-P5]

9.4 TRANSPORTATION

9.41 The Wye Valley, like almost every other area in the, b&sa dominance of
private car use and lorryeight, withnearly 20,00 cars and vans based in th@NB

and over 70% of journeys to work taken in a vehid#&is use predominantly
concentrates on the two trunk roads in the AONB, the A40 dual carriageway and the
A49. The other key routes in the AONiBe the A466, A4136, B4224, B4228, B4229
B4234 and B4293, which link the main towns and villages in and around the AONB.
There are then a network of smaller rural roads and country lanes that link the
scattered settlemenasid rural businesse®arely acouple of miles outside the

AONB are both the M48 and M50, allowing fotvao-way flow of produce yvisitors

and commuters to and from the conurbations of Birmingham, Bristol and Caruiff
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beyond Surveys indicate that over 90% of visitors to the AOdiBne by car.
However, while some areas in the AONB reach car and parking capacity at peak
periods, other places remain undeed and relatively peaceful with moderately sized
car parks retaining spaces virtually all year.

9.4.2 Accessibilityto the rad networkcan bean issue, for example duedgtreme
weather causintandslips particularlyin the lower Wye Valleyflooding or

snowdrifts orthe closure of the old Severn Bridge. These can have significant-knock
on effects for both the landscape ahe lbcal economy. The infrastructure associated
with maintaining road traffic, and accommodataemandis controlled primarily by

the need to meet requirements of road safety for drivers travelling within the legal
speed limits.Sensitively improvd transport infrastructure in the AON&nenhance
economic development in the areBwever recurring signage, lighting and
standardised material can have a significant detrimental impact on natural beauty and
local distinctiveness. Road noise is also a faetdecting tranquillity in some places
and quality of life in others.

9.43 There are alternatives to the caeyond the transition to electric vehicles (and
their chargingnfrastructurg. Appropriately designed and located development,
which includes live-work units and encourages or allows home working, with good
links to public transporr cycle routescan reduce car dependeniceleed 13% of
journeys to workoy residents in the AONBreon foot or by bike and another 12%
work from homeHowever,mostdayto-day traveloptions face problems of one sort
or another, particularly in such a rural landscape. The local autharéesitting
backfunding of therural bus services. But the willingness of people to use public
transport isalsostronglyinfluenced by public perceptions, as much as reality, about
variable standards in terms of connections, frequency, reliability, access and comfort.
The AONBUNIt, along with the local authoritiesaveeentinue-tepromotel the use

of the local bus serves and the network throughout the AONB. Howewerte

could be done, especially following the impacts of Coronavirus on local transport.
fFor many rural businesses and attractitrere is no regular local bus service.
Demand response buses are populare/ithey operate, but have proved difficult to
sustain when relying on volunteer drivers.

9.44 Rail links exist at either end of the AONB at Hereford and Chepstow. These
can provide useful staging posts for thetantraveller. Further afield theage also
stations at Abergavenny, Gloucester, Ledbury, Lydney and Newport. The railway

line that once did go through the valley was closed to passengers before the Beeching
cuts. There are aldaus & coach stations in Chepstow, Monmouth, Ross and Hereford
which likewise provide access to the area. However frequency ofdib#md coach
services can be limited to some of these destinations.

9.4.5 The other main alternative is cyclinghich is a sustainable and practical

means of making journeys, andeoof the best forms of exercis€helower Wye

Vall ey is popular with road cyclists, incl/
06 Gr o a t Howewren thet Ad66 is at times and in certain places busy, fast and

narrow so can be regarded as quite a dangeoauisfor less experienced cycéisind

drivers.Sustrans Regional Route 423 links RassWye with Monmouthincluding
theoff-roadsections that are very family friendly of thewn & Country Trail in
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RossonWye and the Peregrirfgathbetween Monmouthral Symonds Yat EasA
furtheroff-roadsectionis proposedinking Rosswith Walfordand Kerne Bridge
Therewere alsapproved sectionsf off-road cycleways in the Lower Wye Valley,
linking Monmouth to Redbrook and Tintern to Tidenhdmnt they have ndieen
implemented due to plannirsgnd/or fundingcomplicationsOther oftroad

recreational routes have been develgpedlominantly along bridleways, forest rides
and green lanes. More extensive recreational cycle routes exist in the Forest of Dean
basedbn the historic tramroadsd railways

9.46 Walking is a popular recreational activity in the AONB but also remains a

valid part of most journeys and can be the niam of transport for local journeys.

When ingood conditiontheroadside pavemesntnd the Public Rights of Way

(PRoW) network can make a considerable contribution to improving the prospects for
walkers and their health_ikewise horseiding and carriagelriving makes good use

of the quieter roads arRRublic Rights of Way (PRoW) netwk. Historically he river

itself was an important transport corridor dahd right of navigation on the Wyman

still play a role in journeys up and down and across the valley.

9.47 The local authoritiegn Englandare committed to progressing thesspective
Local Transport Plans througheir Local Enterprise Partnershipsd other key
national &/or regional stakeholderth Wales the National Transport Plan is
supported by the local authorities and delivery partnershipls as th€ardiff Capita
RegionTransport Authorityand the Active Travel (Wales) Act 20IBhesearebased
on the modal hierarchy, whidialanceghe prioritiesof active travelwalkingand
cycling, with public transport and private motor vehicles. The challenge, as ever in
the AONB, is to secure a consistent and comprehensive approach to achieving
sustainable and integrated transport in the AONB. The result should be attractive
transport choices for local people and visitorthe Wye Valley that nurtures their
health and wll-being while providingmproved access, social equity and economic
opportunities.

9.4.8 Transport corridorshould bemanagedslinear features to act as corridors for
wildlife as well as vehicled/egetatedrerges can support a diverse rangeoofh

grassland and scrub species if managed in the right way. Depending on the flowers
presentgrasslandrergesmaybe best cut either once in late summer or twicépith

spring and early autumn. This ensures that tall plants do not cause unnecesdary visua
obstruction for vehicles, whilst allowing raaed nativespecies to thrive and set seed.

It is also desirable to remove the cuttings as this reduces soil nutrients, allowing rare
wildflowers that thrive on poor soil to emerge. There are various scheraash

County for registering important roadside verges for biodiversity, usually through the
local authority or wildlife trust.

9.4.9 In 2011 the AONB Unit consulted on Highway Design Guidelines for the
AONB, in which four Guiding Principles were outtid
1. Unless there is an overriding safety issue, do as little as possible.
2. Highway improvements should take account of the traffic flow and
character of the road to ensure the proposals are not over specified.
3. Unless there is an overriding remasoopy the style and materials that have
been used over time
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4. Consult with AONB Unit
The informality and apparent 'naturalnessnainy of theroads in the AONB is
fundamental to the appeal of the area. Any sort of engineering feature, even white
lines, detracts from their 'fit' into the landscape.

AONB Aim: Ensure transport in the AONB is sustainable and integrated and
compatible with the purposes of AONB designation.

Transportation Strategic Objectives

WV-T1 | Encourage and promote greater use ofensuistainabland smarteforms
of transport in the AONB and for accessing the @reduding from railway
station,so as to afford modal shift from the car for visitors and residents
subject to WV¥D2 andwWV-D3

[see also WAR1, WV-P3 and W\/P5|

WV-T2 | Ensurethe design of transport infrastructwedtraffic managemerdand
control schemeareconsistent with th&pecialQualities, landscape

character and natural beauty of the AONB, and monitor their effectiver
[see also WAD2, WV-D3 and WV-P5]

WV-T3 | Conserve the character of rural roads in the AONB by conserving exis|
traditional features, reducing excessive sigraage lightingand
sympathetically managing verges for biodiversitgless there are proven
public safety grounds

[see also WAB3, WV-D2, WV-D3, WV-P3 and WV-P5]

THEME 3

10 VITAL COMMUNITIES - living & working in the AONB

This section outlines aims and strategic objectives for community development and
the economy and rural regeneration in the Wye Valley AONB. Agricultugle a

forestry, while being a traditional part of the local economy have been covered under
the Unique Landscape section due to the dominant influence these industries have on
the landscape and land use of the AONB. Tourism also makes a significant
contributon to the vitality of the local economy, but is dealt with under the next
section: Enjoying the AONB.

10.1 COMMUNITY DEVELOPME NT

10.1.1 There are 33 Parish and Town Councils on the English side and 7 Town or
Community Councils on the Welsh side whatlypartially in theWye Valley AONB

They have a duty, under section 85 of the CRoW Act, to have regard to the purposes
of the AONB There is frequently more than one village within each of the Town,
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Parish or Community Councils. Each village or setdetrhas its own identity,

residents and facilities. Many also have their own traditions and celebrations. These

give distinctiveness and unique cultural aspectegédocal communities and reinforce

local community life. However it must be recogniseat ihdividuals usually belong

to a multitude of o6communitiesd, for exampl
on the Parish Council, users of the local pub and/or shop, local business people,

parents at the local school, part of a neighbourhood wakemsesports clulketc.

10.12 The statistics for the soceconomiamakeupof the AONB based on the 2011
censusare outlined irthe State of the AONB Repoithe age profile of thiecal
population in theAONB is slightly older than the national awge. From this it can be
inferred that the Wye Valley AONB is a popular place for retired people, which is
likely to put pressure on local housing and the availability of affordable housing for
younger people. Thus the effects of rural disadvantage) saciasion and lack of
affordable housing may affect a significant fraction of househaldsid around the
AONB.

10.1.3 As a predominantly rural area people in the Wye Valley AONB encounter
many of the problems familiar throughout rural Britain. Thabiity of village

shops, pubs and local public transport depends on continued support from all sectors
of the local community. Additionally however, local wages are lower than the
national average yet the area is popular for retirement, second hairfes an
commuting to Birmingham, Bristol or Cardifflearly 60% of the working population

of the AONB are in professional or skilled occupatioftserefore the cost of housing
can prevent local people from being able to continue to live in the area. Thiedras
compounded with the scarcity of affordable housing, the increase in second homes
and the use of houses as holiday lets. Meanwhile, access to jobs may also be more
difficult for some people where public transport provision is not comprehensive.

10.14 Decarbonising rural communiti€salso a significanthallenge wherpeople

rely onold and thermallynefficient buildingsandoff-grid coal or heating oé&nd/or

may suffer from fuel poverty. There is also often a reliancendependent transport
with poor infrastructure However, decarbonisation offers opportunities to strengthen
or create vibrant local communitieBhese may bthrough shared initiativethat
generate energy locally and/or increasergy efficiencyBoth can create or enhance
local support networkandconsolidateemployment.

10.1.5 People are naturally wary of change if it might affect their way of life. But
everybody in every community needs to understand the size of the climate and
environmental challenges ahead and how tizaytake a part in meeting A.Charter

for Residents and Visitors is included in this Management Plan with actions that all
residents, visitors and businesses can take to help care for this internationally
important protectedesignatedandscapeThereare a range of opportunities that can
beembracedor a more sustainable quality of life in the AONB. For exaneplergy
efficientvillage hallscanhost post offices and local cinema clubs as well as their
usual wide range of activities. Many local pe@nd food outlets sell more local
produce which helps feonnect people in local communities with the surrounding
farmland. Farmers Markets and organic vegetable box schemes have already
enhanced and widened this linkage and appreciation for some.oifimeunity links
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with woodland produce need to be developed further. There are several renewable
energy options appropriate to the Wye Valley with various incentives and grants
available for schemes in housing, shops, farms, schools and other groups within
communities. The need for sustainable integrated transport is also recognised.

10.16 Communities need actively to identify what they value in their locality and
participate in setting priorities for its sustainable managerniérg.may include
supportingocal / cultural distinctiveness and the Welsh language or local accents and
dialects.Commitment by local people to the protection of, and pride in, the Wye
Valley is strong. ParisfCommunity and Neighbourhoddevelopmen®lans, as well
as the AONB Maagement Plan, provide fresh opportunities to express these
priorities and commitments. Involvement of young peggdtools, and the elderly
and less vociferous members of local communities needs to be included in these
processes as well as the participatof the Town, Parish and Community Councils
and other local representative and resident organisatWhegre appropriate special
effort should be madw include partime residents, letting them know that their
views are welcomed and respectaadthe skills and experience they midding to
the community is valued he outcomes then need to be developed into a coherent
plan with close liaison with the local authorities and other statutory and voluntary
organisations.

AONB Aim: To engender thrivig local communities which have a high quality of
life with a healthy economy that supports the natural beauty of the
area.

Community Development Strategic Objectives

WV-C1 | Encourage community led initiatives that maintain the diversity,
sustainabilityand quality of rural community lifand/or that stimulate
investment, local employmerdecarbonisatioand retain or improve
facilities and services for local people, subject to V¥ and W\/D3
[see alsoWV-P3, WV-P5 and WV-P7]

WV-C2 | Promote awarenesappreciation of, and pride in the lower Wye Valley, {
Special Qualitieand features of the Wye Valley AONB and the benefic
aspects for local people of living and working in a nationally protected

landscape

[see also WAMAL and WV-P7]

WV-C3 | Support he development of affordable housing appropriate to local nee
the AONB,subject to WVYD2 and W\/D3 subject to Habitat Regulation
Assessment (HRA) being carried out at appropriate plan or project levg
set in the HRA documerit

[see alsoWV-L3 andWV-P5]

WV-C4 | Encourage and promote local community plans and strategies to contg
coherent objectives relating to the protection, conservatiamancement
and management of the AONB and monitor their effectiveness

[see also WADS and W\/Pq|
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10.2 ECONOMY AND RURAL R EGENERATION

10.21 The economy plays an important role in the maintenance of an attractive
countrysideHowever,economic growth at all costs is unlikely to contribute towards
net zero carbon emissions and nature recowerle exacerbang pressures on the
AONB. The AONB landscape and the designation itself are an economicvdssat

can yield returns martymes higher than the cost it conservation and
enhancement.Revitality of the AONB isdependenbn the contribution of a vast
range of businessésyond the obvious land uses of agriculture, horticulture, forestry
and mineral extractiorThere is adoemployment irleisure andourism, retail energy
production light industrial, offices and storag@lusotherproviderssuch as nursing
homes, schoojart galleriesetc In total over 14,270f theresidents of the AONB are

in employmentThere aralsolocations withinand adjacent tthe AONB where
manufacturing developmerigr exampleof clean, high technology industrgre

situated The ratural services and materials provided by the environment are essential
for many of thesdusinesss Taking anatural capital approachill allow businesss

to more fullyconsider the wider supply chain upstream (wheirs u ppl i er s 0
dependencieand impact@reon natural capitaland downstream (what positive and
negative impacts dihe enterprisefiave on custmers and communitiesThe best
businesses understand the value to be gained from mamagimgce andupply

chain impacts othenatural capital. They also know the risks to their brand image,
security of resources and their bottom line if they do not.

10.2.2 The strength of the rural economy is also a critical factor in combating rural
disadvantage and social exclusion, as well as making a major contribution to the
national economies of England and Wales. For example the role of the horse in the
locd economy covers the full spectrum from local grazing, vets, saddlers and livery
throughlocal equestriamvents tahe activities of Chepstow racecouesal the

training of national winners

10.23 Given the proximity of towns and cities to the AONB #wnomy cannot be

expected to be at all setbntained. This also applies to people within the AONB

spending their money outside it. The city of Hereford and market towns of Chepstow,

Coleford and Monmouth surrounding the AONB, and Ras8Vye largely inthe

AONB are the focus for much of the areads
still provide significant local services, although there are considerable competitive

pressures from the facilities of Bristol, Birmingham, Cardiff, Cheltenham and

Gloucester.

10.24 Farming, forestry and quarrying have already been covered in earlier sections
and tourism is covered in the next section. Howéwediversity of businesses makes
for a mixed and viable rural economy aaitithe businesses and enterprispsrating

in or relying on the resources of the AONB are important for the environmental,
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social and economic welleing of the area. Similarly people need to recognise that a
high quality environment is a key factor in both attracting new rural entrepscaied
relocating businesses and retaining and attracting inward investment and skilled
personnelTheaccommodatin of sensitive growthin the AONBshows that the
designatiorcanbe an enabler of high quality development and enterprise.

10.2.5Theecoro mi ¢ _di sruption caused by the UKOGs
and the Coronavirus Pandemic are likely to have significant but uncertain effects on
theeconomy at global, national and local scalea major recessioresults, thiswill

be in the contexdf the existing climate and environmeamergencynd the social

emergencyf the pandemicwhich all haveseriousmplications forrural

regereration

AONB Aim: To foster viable rural enterprises that derive benefit from and enhance
the natural resoues and local distinctiveness of the AONB

Economy and Rural Regeneration Strategic Objectives

WV-E1 | Support initiatives that improve the market for products which conservg
enhance the AONB O sSpetialQualities andi v e
strengthens theense of place of the AONB

[see also WM7, WV-W3 WV-M3 and WV-P7]

WV-E2 | Raise awareness of good practice and encourage local businesses in
AONB to take opportunities to become more environmentally, socially
economically sustainable, particujain ways that sustain the natural
beauty of the area

[see alsOWV-F1, WV-F3, WV-P5 and WV-P7]

WV-E3 | Support the delivery of local emperative schemes, advice and training
programmes that support the development and expansion of rurat mici
businessesubject to WV¥D2 and W\¢D3

[see also WM4, WV-W3and WVP5]

WV-E4 | Raise awareness of thialue of the AONB and thienportance of retaining
a high quality environment in attracting and retaining entrepreneurs,
relocating businesses, inward investment skilled personnel

[see also WMAL and WV-P7]

THEME 4

11. ENJOYING THE AONB - sustainable tourism, recreation and
appreciation

This section outlines strategic objectives for sustainable tourism; recreation and

access; and understanding and apjation in the Wye Valley AONB.
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11.1 SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

11.11 The Wye Valley is one of the few inland rural areas with its own tourism
heritage, dating back over 250 yedmsleed he Wye Valley is arguably the birthplace

of British tourism, with tle introduction of the Wye Tour in the 1700s made popular
in 1770 by Reverend William Gilpin. Some
the time, including Turner, Coleridge and Wordsworth, came to make the Wye Tour
and the associated Picturesque Bloent, highly fashionable. The Tour highlighted

the dramatic natural scenery, historic monuments and the intense industrial activity of
the time. People went on the Wye Tour in thé™ahd early 19 centuries to

experience and appreciate the sublime picturesque qualities of the Wye Valley.

To a large extent the desires are the same today for visitors to the AONB. The Wye
Valley continues to offer a great range of opportunities for enjoyment and
appreciation of the tranquil and spectacular sceardythe features of the historic
environment. These include activities as diverse agrggersightseeingcanoeing,
climbing, fishing, walking andycling. Many are inspired to share their experiences
through social media and photographiius it remans nationally renowned as a
destination for tourism and recreationan outstandingly beautifldndscape

11.12 Visitor numbers in the Wye Valle&k\ONB weare calculatedat 1.58million
tourists per annum (STEAM 28}, enjoying2.3 million touristdaysper annumwith
over 13million being day visitors.Theyarrivein over 300,00&ehiclesbut also
spend nearly £@nillion in the local economyl’he value of tourism to the local
economy ighereforesignificant; both in terms afirect spenddver£100million) and
indirect spenddqver£33million) and supporting over,250 full-time equivalent johs
However 41% of spendcame from visitors staying in neserviced accommodation
(self-catering, caravan, camping etcgmpared to @6 of spendcoming from day
visitors.In 2019/20 overl 2,38 visitors stayed in the two Youth Hostel Association
(YHA) centres, at WshBicknor and St Briavels Castl®lost were domestic visitors
but rearly half were under 26

11.1.3 The importance and vulnerability of tourismashighlighted during the foot

and mouth disease outbreak in 2001 when a wide range of businesses were seriously
affectedand to a lesser extent durirecentwet summers--Visit Britain data

suggests that UK tourism spending has been growing steadig/tiimcecession in

20089, but dipped in 2018 ouristsnow expectvalueand an authentic experience
(aswellaswiié or a d i )Shiftsaid conduener wehaviour have speeded up

trends that were emerging prevad-19( e . g . awarenedgaenthef travel 6
planet, sustainability and decarbonisation
etc.) Low-impact, outdoor holidayare likely toincrease alongside demand for

locally-sourced produce deonstrating local supply chains.adyvisitors seek

O0memy maki n gduthdntidexpesieneeswhich éan be redolent in the Wye

Valley. Trends such aste booking and discounting is reducing margins for many
businessesRising costyyenerally are alsexacerbahg competitivenessThere are

alsohuge clallengedor reachingnet zero carbon emissionich will mean

structural change in the tourisndustry as in every other part of the economy. There
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are however growth opportunitiesempandediomestic markets and higfuality
sustainable tourism prodisc

11.1.4 It has to be recognised that the majority of tourism businesses are very small

scale.The accommodation sector is made up of a large number of generally small
enterpriseswith caravan and campihglampingsites contribung very significanty

to thebed spacefor the aregbut consequentlyulnerableto poorweathey.

Therefore the o6industryd is composed of a |
enterprisesind somewhawveatherdependant

11.1.5 Visitor surveys consistently identify thtne landscape of the Wye Valley

the most important factor in the decision to visit the .arEavever the rich cultural

and industrial heritage and theaendplacé | ey ds |
of creative inspiratiomre also notable ¢ors.Many features of the Wye Tour survive

as important elements of thesitor experience in thé/ye Valley todaynot least

journeying down the Wye by boat/canodgspecially iconic are Goodrich Castle,

Tintern Abbey Chepstow Castle and the range opplar viewpoints.There are a

small number obthervisitor attractionsalong with the canoe hire compansex

river cruises on the Wye from Symonds Yat East and West

11.1.6 Many of the tourism businesses in the Wye Valley work together through local
associations such as Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Tourism Associasibn
Monmouthshireand Visit HerefordshireDestination priorities are identified in their
respective Destination Management Pldrse Wye Valley AONB spans ¢htwo
countriesand tleir respective agencieseVisit Englandand Visit WalesThe three
maincounty basetburismcampaign$aveall usal the Wye Valley brand name,
namely;6 Vi si t Her e fWye \dabelpin Hezefoedshided V hVeye t

Valley and Vale of Usgiin Monmauthshire, and/Nye Valley and Forest of Deam

the Forest of Dean. THRONB Partnership has been a key playemaintaining
sufficientcross border cordination andollaboration to drive thpromotion of the

Wye Valley as a destination in its ownhtgparticularly for sustainable tourism

11.17 Key elements that make tourigsnoresustainable in the Wye Valley AONB
include visitorsstaying in the locality rather than using it as a touring base, using local
products and spending time tiyag to knowlocal heritage, communities, ways of life,
etc. TheCharter for Residents and Visitors included in this ManagemenhBin

actions that all residents, visitors and businesses can take to help care for this
internationally important protected designataodscape.

AONB Aim: Sustainable tourism based upon the natural beauty and local
distinctiveness of the AONB continues to enrich the lives of visitors,
operators and employees while contributing positively to the
conservation and enhancement of the area

Sustainable Tourism Strategic Objectives

WV-S1 | Encourage and promote tA©NB as a sustainable tourism destination
with forms of tourism activity and development that are based on the
conservation, enhancement and enjoyment ofgeeialQualities and

features of the AONBubject to Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA
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being carried out at appropriate plan or project level as set in the HR
document
[see also WMWP5 and WV-P7]

WV-S2 | Promote the improvement of the visitor experience, particularly at the
most heavily visited sites, and facilitate the opportunity for visitors to
explore and discover other appropriate but less used locations throug
the AONB, thusspreading demand and balancing pressures across s
where this does not conflict with tispecialQualities of the AONB and
the SACs

[see also WAMAL, WV-P3 and WV-P7]

WV-S3 | Ensure adequate provision of-cadinated tourism data and visitor
engagement to inform strategic and practical decision making on
conserving or enhancing tispecialQudities of the AONB

[see also WWPE]

WV-S4 | Encourage the mitigation and/or reduction of the adverse impacts of
existing tourism activity and attractions, particularly where they are
concentrated around certain locations or sites, and/or those that fall
outside the aimof conservation, enhancement and enjoyment of the
Special Qualitiesind features of the AON&nd decarbonisationHighest
priority will be given to addressing the issues in the Symonds Yat an
Tintern areas

[see alsoWV-L3, WV-D2 and WVD3]

112 RECREATION & ACCESS

11.21 Recreation is a major activity in the AONB, both socially and economically.

Most fly-fishermen in the country will have fished on the Wye, most canoeists learned

to run rapids at Symonds Yat. Many rock climberd alve climbed in the Wye

Gorge. Many coach tours have visited Tintern Abbey. Many walkers will have

trodden on the Wye Valley Wal kMangd t he Of f .
cyclists pedalling from Landds EA466.t o John
Many artistsand photographers will have captured the fiastting inthe Valley.All

these people will have enjoyed the fresh air, the picturesque and sublime natural

beauty and the historic features of the AONB, either consciously or subcatgciou

This is aprimaryelement of the visitor experiencgignificant health benefits and

social opportunities are also gained through these recreational activities. There is a

need to ensure that all people in society have access to the benefits offtreduea

along withsufficient resources to manage and maintain that acthas the Wye

Valley AONB should continue to be a place where residents and visitors alike enjoy

activities that result in the enjoyment of #muntrysideand theSpecial Qualies of

the AONB

10¢
Postublie-consultation DRAFT Wye Valley AONB Management Plan 2@P25



11.22 Thehealthandeconomic benefitef accessand recreatiomreimportart. But

there are conflicts, real and perceived, between some types of activities, for example
between canoeists and fishermen on the river, and variously bewaélens, horse

riders, various types of cyclists and traibtorcyclebike ridersand 4x4 drivers on

Public Rights of Waysome CRF and CRB, BOATs and public unsealed County
Roads) Specific issues emergeth the popularity osome paths and trailand

sections of riverbankwhereusers can causevere erosiofrom over useOveruse is

also a problem to the nature conservation value o, particularly where

European designated species and habaat Conflict sometimes emerges when there

is corfusion over signage and rights of access. Where public access is provided
private landowners often incur costs in maintaining the public service of that
provision. When dialogue can be entered into between the various interests and users,
invariably a cosensus can be reached and positive solutions progressed. It is often
the case that recreational users have a high appreciation of the Wye Valley (although
not necessarily that it is an AONB) but not such a high appreciation of the needs of
landowners andther users, nor of the impacts of their activity on other users and the
area. In cases of severe conflict an appropriate authority may consider regulation of
an activity through the use of banning, licensing or zoning. However, lawful users
should not bgenalised because of clearly illegal activities by otHess example
providing for small scale low impact wild camping should not be confused with
unauthorised, noisgr messyrogue campingTlhe provision of facilities for minority
groups needs carefabnsideration by appropriate authoritéesd providersBut this

should be on a wider basisathjust within the AONB Similarly public access needs

to adapt and modernise to meet the needs of the 21st centurjhes€oronavirus
pandemic and consequérdvel restrictions, combined with fine weather, led to
increased recreational pressure and access to the countryside and the river. Increasing
demand for housing and access to the natural environment may intensify recreational
pressure in future.

11.23 Outdoor recreation is extremely dependent on the weatitthe natural
resourcs. The impacts otlimatechange willhaveimplicationsfor access and
recreatioractivities with hotter, drier summers, warmer, wetter winters and more
extreme weather eventl hestate of theesource determines what kind of activities
take placefor examplereduced river flows megpeople cannot goanoeing or
fishing, more landslips and trefalls will prevent use of some vallesyde routes,
while extremes ofveathemwill determine whewor whethetthe activitycantake place.
Decarbonisingiccess and recreation activitiagong with journeys to ityill play a
part in reaching zero carbon emissions.

11.2.4 There are a range of statutory and voluntary organisationgraade

individuals with interests in the recreational activities occurring in the AONB.

Various bodies and strategies bring these organisations and interests together. On the
river the navigation authority for the tidal stretch, demarcated as downstfeam o
Bigsweir Bridge, is the Gloucester Harbour Trustees. Upstream of Bigsweir Bridge

the navigation authority is the Environment Agency and the Wye Navigation

Advisory Committee which, through the Wye Waterways Plan, takes a leading role in
resolving conflits and defining what activities are acceptable on the i8@ane

recreational providers have formed associations to help advance their common
interest, for example Theiver WyeCanoe Hire AssociationOn land each county,
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under the Countryside and Righdf Way (CRoW) Act 2000, has a Local Access
Forum(LAF), and a Rights of Way Improvement PIOWIP). However these are
based on administrative boundaries anchaliccover the AONB as a whole.

11.25 The purposes of AONB designation emphasise thatdhservatiorand
enhancemenrtf natural beauty takes primacy over the needs of and demand for
recreation, which itself should be consistent with the needs of agriculture, forestry and
other uses of the area. However, there is potential to integrate i@mtakatcess and
public educational facilities through agmvironmental schemes and ROWIP
delivery.Woodlands and forests can play an important role in absorbing tourism and
recreation pressur&here are also opportunities to make linkgealth,equaity and
well-beingstrategies. These can all help to both enhance opportuiatieseryone

and deflect unsustainable visitor pressures away from the AONB honeypety
sensitive habitatsThere are huge benefits that we all get through contacinattire.
Recreation in the AONB also helpsopleto reconnectith nature, rereating a
relationshipwith the natural environment and engsgrfairer access to its goods and
servicesRecreatioralsohelps our weHbeing through its positive impact on maint

and physical healtland itimproves education, encourages social activity and reduces
crime.

AONB Aim:  People continue to enjoy active recreation in the Wye Valley that
does not detract from the natural beauty of the area

Recreation & Access Strateg Objectives&Targets

WV-R1 | Encourage and promotecreational pursuits and responsible access
compatible with the AONB purposgzarticularlylinking sustainable
transport and town and village facilities. Associated development and
access to langhould be subject to W02 and W\*D3

[see also WWVT1, W\V-Al and WV-P3|

WV-R2 | Assist the resolving afonflicts, real and perceived, between recreation,
conservation and local interests, including other economic activities, al
between different recraan interest groups in relation to the purposes of
the AONB designation

[see also WWP1 and WVWPYH|

WV-R3 | Support appropriate levels of sustainable design, repair, signage and
maintenance on public rights of way, recreational trails and sites, using
materals in keeping, in order to conserardenhance the character and
natural beauty of the AONB

[see alsoWV-P4 andW\V-P5|

WV-R4 | Assist in identifying gaps in access and recreational provision, includin
underrepresented and minority groups, and waith appropriate bodies
and stakeholders to support and promote aca@sancements and
improved access for allwhere this does not conflict with tispecial
Qualitiesof the AONB and the SACs
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[see alsoWV-P5, WV-P7and WV-P§]

11.3 UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION

11.31 Both residents and visitors in the Wye Valley AONighly value the scenic
beauty. Most of the historic environment and the strong cultural and artistic heritage is
founded on the outstanding geology and topography that contribugemgaantly

to the natural beauty of the area. Many of the local business are either directly or
indirectly dependent on the landscape. But some people have little idea what or
where the AONB isSome havenearlylost connection with the natural enviroent

There is much that can be done to reconnect people and nature and the landscape.
Amongst those that do know what or where the AONB is there is still considerable
misunderstanding as to the roles and responsibilities in the AONB. This applies to
someorganisations as well as to individuals. Moreover many people are uncertain
about how they could positively contribute to the conservatimenhancement of

the natural beauty of the area. Likewise it is unclear to gmoplehow the AONB
positivelycomt r i but es t o p e o Sbneednay seeithisewelyinr busi ne
terms of a market valuélowever, while someervicesof and in the AONRlo have a
market valugsome of whichmay be calculale through a natural capital approach

oo her s windnl s b & v e ausaivalue refers to the value that people attach
to the environment even if they never have and never will use the environment for
recreation or economic gain

11.3.2 There is a rich legacy of cultural and landscape associationsaftsts,

writers and musicians that can be explored and enjoyed by local people and visitors to
gain a strong sense of the landscape and their rolednet. therecenpast-fiveyears,
appreciation of how arts and culture can support the health arukimgllof

individuals and communities has grown rapidiize Special Qualities of the AONB
continue to inspire artistsrafts peoplewriters musiciansperformers and other

creative practitioners. Theivork in turn develops strong connections betweeapiee

and the landscape, increasing understanding, appreciation and wellthesngan

help widen the base of people who care about the landscape and become involved in
safeguarding its futuréctivities such as the Wye Valley River Festival enable land
managers and local communities to work with artistsreative solutions to

communi cating messages about the areabs na:
can bring strength to the social fabric and local economy of the AONB.

11.3.3 More effective iflormation is required to increase the overall appreciation of
thelandscape and trdesignation, and to engage people more in understanding,
contributing to and benefiting from the AONB.

AONBAIMm: I ncrease peopl eds appreceaedaison and
designated

Appreciation and Understanding Strategic Objectives
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WV-Al | Increase the profile of the Wye Valley AONB, promoting awareness an
understanding of the designation and $pecialQualities of the AONB,
through communication with, andterpretation for, residents, visitors,
organisations and businessesluding embedding cultural and artistic
activities into the conservation and enhancement of the A@NBmeasure
effectiveness

[See also WAL5, WVB6, WMG4, WMVH3, WMFS, WMWS5, WMC2, W\
E4, WVS2, WVYR1, WMP5, WV-P6, WV-P7 andWV-P§]

THEME 5

12 ACHIEVING TOGETHER 1 effective management of the AONB
12.1 PARTNERSHIP, MANAGEM ENT AND GOVERNANCE

12.11 The current AONBPartnershipf the Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) and
the AONB Unit, supported by the Technical Officers Working Party (TOWP) and
various Topic Groups have proved remarkably effective and resililist.
governance structure offers the benefits of local accountability through elected
members and access to spestalwith bothlocal and nationaknowledge, supported
by dedicated professional stafiver thedecades since designatithese structures
have seen significant alterations in AONB status nationally and locally, with Local
Government R@rganisatios; thedevelopment of the National Association for
AONBs (NAAONB); regionalisation ande-regionalisation; frestegislationandthe
impacts of austerity opublic sectofunding and agenciesThe Wye Valley AONB
Unit and JAC havat times been kadng agent h the NAAONB andsome ofthe
national and regional developments around tices@ges. Meanwhile the AONB
Partnership haso-ordinated a broad range of practical and strategic achievements in
the Wye Valley AONB, variously involving the public, private armduntary sectors.
With the administrative complexity of the AON&ie AONB Partnership is
recognised as one of the very few organisations locally with a truelmwodsr remit.
Consequently the AONB Unit and its partnerships teeensiderable amouat
experiencand expertise iorossborder workingand project development and
delivery at both local and landscape scales

12.12 The AONB Unit is an established team, currently with ieeemembers of
staffaugmented at times with project staffinees anglacements depending on
resourcesThe local authorities have commissiortekd AONBPartnershigo operate
as a crosborder ceordinating body, engaging with local communities and other
partners taollaborativelydevelop and deliver both locséid projects and AONB
wide initiatives. The AONB Unit staff report tthe JAC and are employed through
the local authorities and work on behalf of the AONB Partnership to carry out the
preparation and review of the Management Plan, to advocate its palicevork in
partnership to deliver a range of actionfirgsd in theagreed annuaction Plan.To
achieve this the AONB Unit:
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A Builds knowledge in order to inform and realise the ambitions of the
Management Plan.
A Provides value to partners, providinggfel advocacy, advice and support and
leading activity where appropriate.
A Carries out timely, inclusive and authoritative reviews of the AONB
Management Plan on behalf of local authorities.
A Leads on the delivery of the AONB Management Plan and generates
patnerships and collaboration in support.
A Builds capacity, motivation and professionalism and retains expertise and high
quality staff.
A Actively seeks finance and other resources to support the delivery of the
Management Plan.
The JAC ensuiethat the AONBUnNIt is effective efficient and authoritative,
recognised and valued by partners policy makers as a professional body
delivering significant addedalue and enabling action on the grouRdr examplehe
AONB staffbothactively lead project steerirgyoups and contribute to county Local
Nature Partnerships (LNPs) and other fdriae activity of the AONB Unihas
complemented economic regeneration initiatives in the area such as LEADER
programmesnddrawn in project funding from a wide range of soagrce

12.13 AnindependentassessménT he Val ue of AbNMNBdUsear t ner sh
Consultants (LUR013 conclude that-

AONB partnerships

Aare embedded within, and trusted by, local communities.

Aexcel at using small sums of public money to draw extraeyand resources

into rural communities

Aare flexible, adaptable and respond to change

Aare helping facilitate new ways of working in the public sector

Awork together and recognise the benefits of acting together as a Family

12.1.4In 2018 the JAQinderbok a detailed review of governance processes and
structures against the OPrinciples of Good
outlined in Future Landscapes: Delivering for Wg317) The review identifiel a

number of aspects 20freconméndationsnpeopoded to address 6 and
the findings of 6 wh adidnoirecoronendlamy sighiicaliert t er 0 .
radical changes to the governance arrangententaere mosthgmall and/or

administrative changes to procedurndswever more resirces and capacigre

needed to fully deliver all the recommendatiofisere arejovernancgroposasin

the GloverReviewwhich would augment thee recommendatisiif enacted in

England

12.1.5 The pressures on local and central government budgetsthatdhe AONB
Partnership will need to continue to evolve and adapt. This will entail broadening
partnerships, particularly with th@ivate and voluntary sectgigvering in more
resources from negovernmental sources and aligning projects and thecitgpa
deliver them accordingly. In Wales particularly, but not exclusivelyp@sals will
also need to deliver benefits under Wellbeing ofFuture Generation®VFG) goals
of:

A A healthiemation
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A A nationof cohesive communities

A A prosperoumation

A A nationof vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language

A A globally responsibl@ation

A A resilientnation

A A more equahation
Full engagement with the AONB Partnership will enable public bodies to demonstrate
thattheyarel e | i ver i ng pargtarodf ftohreitrh ethdAeQNB 6o fa nrde &
with the WFG legislationas they will be working witlthe long term perspective;
with approachethat tale an integrated appach;planning totake action now in order
to prevent problems occurring or getting warséuture;involving all parts of the
community and collaborating with otherganisations in order to achieve these wider
benefits.

AONB Aim:  Continue proactive and imaginative achievements in the Wye Valley
AONB through successful and productive partnership

Partnership, Management and Governance Strategic ObjectivesFargets

WV-P1 | Maintain and develop effective partnerships and administrative
arrangements to lead and-calinate the management of the AO KB
develop theAONB Partnershias an effectivéorum for initiating and
promoting discussion on important issues affecting the AONB
[see also WAR2, WV-P5, WV-P6, WV-P7 and WV-P9|

WV-P2 | Sustain and enhance local and national government funding and supp
the AONB Unitto add value to delivery dhe AONB purposes
[see alsoWV-P3and WV-P4]

WV-P3 | Encourage and assist partners with initiatives that deliver the Manager
Plan, or other initiatives where the objectives are consistent with the
purposes of the AONB designation, arilige existingresources and seek
new resources to implement the AONB Management Plan

[see also WM_1, WV-L2, W\-B1, W\B2, WV-B3, WV-B4, WMG1, W\-

G2, WV-G3, WV-F2, WVAW2, WAETL, WV-T3, WV-C1, WM, WV-R1 and
WV-P2]

WV-P4 | Encourage Section 85 organisations, under@RoW Act, to have eo
ordinated policies to progress the purposes of the AONB designation g
make commitments in their annual business plans to specific delivery
contributions that enable the AONB work programme

[see also WML1, W\-L2, WV-B1, WV-B2, W\-B3, WV-B4, WV-H1, W\
F2, WMVsWL, WMAW2, WV-D1, W\ D4, WV-M1, WV-M2, W\AU2, WV-R3
andW\V-PZ]

WV-P5 | Develop and promote the AONB as a model of sustainable develgpme
landscape management, transportation, access and rural regeneration
through exemplarinitiatives setting standards for other areas

[see also WM_1, WV-L2, W\B2, WV-B3, WV-G2, W\FH1, W\AFL, W\
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F2, WV-F3, WV-W1, WVFW2, WAED2, WV-M2, WV-M3, WV-U1, W\AU3,
WV-U4, WAAT1, WV-T2, WV-T3, WV-C1, WV-C3, WV-E2, WMAES, W\ASL,
WV-R2, WV-R3, W\-R4, WV-Al and WV-P9

WV-P6 | Inform and engage all relevant interests, especially local communities,
issues and decisions affecting the AONB
[see also WADS, WV-C4, WV-P1and WV-P9|

WV-P7 | Encourage partners to be champions and ambassadors for the AONB
thar contact with other interests, and ensure those interests recognise
consider the Management Plan and AONB work programme when relg
to the area

[see alsoWV-L2, WV:B1, WMG1, WMAH1, WMAF2, WMVAWL, WMD5, W\
C1, WMVC2, WMEL WMVE2, WMSL, WM, WV-R4, W\-A1 and WV-P1]

WV-P8 | Develop and cerdinate the acquisition and analysis of data across the
AONB, to inform priority setting, planning, implementation and monitor
of change affecting the natural beguhcluding cevelopng a better
understanishg of the likely impacts of climate change on the landscape
the Wye Valley AONB and suppamg mitigation and adaptin actions

[see alsoWV-L4, WV-B5, WV-G1, WMAH2, WMW4, WAAS3 andWV-R4]

WV-P9 | Share knowledge and skills in protected area manageauatiyy,
regionally, nationally and globally as appropriate
[see also WMWP5 and WV-P6|

12.2 A CHARTER FOR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS

We all share a responsibility for protecting and restoriegthstanding natural
beautyfor ourselves anéuture geneations to enjoyThe following actionsre ways
that all residents, visitors and businesseshedp to deliver this Management Plan
andhelpto care for thisntemationally importanprotectedandscapeThe full
Charter is below, followed by agoint pledge

12.2.1 Take pride in the Wye Valleyi promote its Special Qualities,
Features and places to family, friends and visitors
Promoting what you find special about ta/e Valleys the best way of
encouragingcommitment and action by others to theaaf@iscover what
geological, ecological, archaeological and historic features are in your area.

12.2.2 Dondét delay in addressing Climate Ch.
Make climate change a factor in the decisgou make around what you eat,
how you travel, and what you bayd use Talk about climate change with
your friends, family and colleaguesnddemand that politicians and
companies make it easier and cheaper to do the right thing for the climate.
Transformation is Essential.
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12.2.3 Buy local products and services fronfarmers and woodland
managers whoactively manage their land to benefit the
environment
The | andscape and wil dl idrasslandg,l ue of t he
heathlandshedges and field margins are dependent on traditional
management. Monegvested in ppducts and services that help support this
management is mone@wested in conservingnd enhancinghe AONB and its
local economy.

12.24 Get out there and enjoy it
Being out and about in such outstandingly natural and behlandscapes is
good foryour health and general wetleing so take full advantage of this
asset on your doorstep.

12.25 Respect other user$ follow the Countryside Code
Through responsible behaviour we can all use and enjoy the countryside
withoutdamaging the enjoyment tivelihoods of others.

12.26 Slow down for people, horses and wildlife
Traffic spoils enjoyment of the Wye Valley for a great many of its residents.
Speeding cars kilbeople, horseand wildlife and anciengreerways and
their rare plantsare damagedby inconsiderate driving and parking.

12.27 Manage your land for wildlife
Fields, woodland, paddocks and gardens support valuable and threatened
wildlife. A few simple measuresdsensitivananagenentcanenhance their
wildlife valuef or everefitoneds ben

12.28 Maintain the rural nature of your property
Theuse of traditional materials and skills, such as drystwa#ing and
hedgelayinghelps retainth& ONB &6 s v a | ywhithisrirudangdr of f e e |
being gradually eroded through the useradgpropriateand urbanmatrials
and featureseq. plant anativehedgerow instead of erecting a fence

12.29 Help prevent the spread of invasive and harmful plant and animal
species
Introduced plant, animal and fish species spread rapidly inflge Valley
countryside, competing with our native wildlife and leading to its_[Bssk
advice from local experts before introduciogplantinga norrnative species
into thelocal landscape.

12.210 Avoid using the car where possible and consider using renewable
energy inyour home
Emissions from nerenewable fossil fuels contribute to climateange and
lead to degradation of valuable habitats suclbags and heathlanandthe
possiblegradualloss ofwildlife and wildflowerssuch agprimroses and
bluebells
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12.211 Reduce, reuse and recycle, and dispose of all litter responsibly
Litter spoils enjoyment of the countryside for the majority of residemisan
pose a lethal risk for wildlifeLess rubbiskalsomeans less pressure for
landfill sites andiewer colection vehiclesn the AONB.

12.2.» Use less water
Demands for water lead to high levels of water extradiiom the Wye. This
damagesthe wildlifeintheAONB & s r i v er s landsds weall asms
recreational enjoyment of the Wye

12.2.83 Getinvolved 1 support local conservation organisationgind

groups
With your financial and practical support, local conservation organisations
can takeaction tosafeqguardcare-forthe AONB landscapseasuch as
monitoring threatened wildlife, undertakipgactical conservation tasks and
lobbyinglocal and centragovernment.

12.2.4 Have a say
Your views can influence care of the arease consultation processes
operating atCommunityParish/Town, district, county and AONB level to
steer policy and action #t affects the aredMeanwhile, help report damage
to geological, ecological, archaeological and historic features.

12.3 Five point Pledge

Sir David Attenborouglsaidi No o ne wi | | protect wh at

one will care about what thepshv € n e v e r . Ehe Ghartei faresideesd
visitors can be condensed into this five point pleoieke actiorfor nature, people
and landscapealiscover and explore the Wye Valleet active; share your

experience; get involved and do all yoan to conserve and enhance the Wye Valley

AONB now and for future generations.:

1 __Get outside and enjoy your natural health service
Take a natural prescription and get outside into the landsevaey day.

1 __Become an active ecological citizen
Tread Ightly and make your footprint(s) count.

1 Take pride in the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
Champion the Wye Valley landscape and discover more about why it is so
special.

1 Help nature to recover and flourish across the whole landscape
Improve your local environment for nature.

1 Get involved and make your voice heard
Act now do not delay

Finally, in2017,the Centre for Alternativ&echnologypublished Zero Carbon
Britain: Making it happenT h e r e p Clintate sharaée i€n®t th@ rtoproblem

and

t hey

but a symptom of our materialistic culture and growing disconnection from nature and

from each ot her. The belief t hat we
nature, allows continued inaction, even when there is clear evidence that ons acti
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are deeply damaging the habitats of other humans and other species. Our values have
a profound effect on our behaviair.
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13.  MONITORING & METRICS

13.1 A framework of indicators and metrics has been develbyeatie National
Association for AONBdo demonstrate the range and value of work delivered by
AONB teams Thesemetricsare taken as a usefaldicatorof progres®f the AONB
Unit in delivering the AONB Management Plan alongsidestiaéistics gathered for
the State of the AONB ReporResouces currently do not allow for collation of data
from all possible projects by all partners and stakeholders engaged in aairosg
the Wye Valley AONB

13.2 The six indicators describe the following areas of work:

1) Caring for natural beauty,

2) Caring for heritage,

3) Engaging with people,

4) Power to convene,

5) Sustainable development, and

6) Value for money.
The first three indicators align closely with the indicator framework developed by
DEFRAfor reporting progress against the pemfance of the 25 Year Environment
Plan.Where appropriate the link to Management Plan Themes and aims is listed.

1. Caring for natural beautyLand where natural beauty has beenserved or
enhanced through the work of AONBhit
a) Hectares of habitatonserved or enhanced for biodivergityV -B]
b) Hectares of land conserved for geodiverpitfv -G]
c) Hectares of land where the heritage asset condition or setting has been
conserved or enhanc@d/V -H]
d) Hectares of landscape enhanced via the remdwalashead power lines
[WV-U]

2. Caring for heritageHeritage assets where the condition or settiag been

conserved or enhanced by the work of AONEit
a) Number of Scheduled Monuments where the condition or setting has been
conserved or enhanc@d/V-H]
b) Number of other designated sites where the condition or setting has been
conserved or enhanc@d/V -H]
¢) Number of nordesignated heritage assets where the condition or sk#sg
been conserved or enhandedV -H]

3. Engaging with peoplePeopledirectly engaged through the work of AONBit
a) Number of volunteerBVV -C]
b) Attendance at events convened/ organised by AORB[WV-P]
c) Number of young people (<18yo) engaged with via school visits, activities,
etc. [WV-A]
d) Number of people egaged with via activities linked to the Health &
Well-being agend@WVVv-C /WV-R /WV-A]
e) Number of members of the public engaged with during Management Plan
Review[WV-C / WV-P]
f) Number of people engaged with via AONB promotional publications
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Newdetter distributionsetc [WV-C / WV-A]

4. Power to conveneNumber of partnerships/ initiatives influenced

by the AONBUNit to deliver AONB Management Plan objectives
a) Number of partnerships where the AONRBIt is part of the
project/team/ steering grpuead[WV-L / WV-P]
b) Number of partnerships where the AONRIt is a supporting partner
[WV-L/WV-P]

5. Sustainable developménStrategies, plans, policy, guidarmecuments,

development and land management scheappsaised or developed by AONBhit
a) Number of strategies, plans, policy or guidance documents appraised or
developed by the AONBInit [WV-L /WV-D / WV-M]]
b)Number of Major O0devel oPAplaning schemeso
applicationgWV -D]
c) NumberofnoAMa j or 6 de v el ocappnaisedtLPAsparimiagne s 6
applicationdWV -D]
ddNumber of other O6deveillHghwagnt schemes?o
Environment Agency, BT, DNO, private sector, ptév-D / WV-U / WV-P]
e) Number of National Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) apprdMAd-D]
fyNumber of 61 and man ageinwodiandrandgenrart,s 6 appr
Catchment Sensitive Farming, Countryside Stewardslapyral Flood
Management, efgVV -F / WV-W]

6. Value for money Total value of work delivered directly or secutadthe work of
AONB Unit
a) Amount of Local Authority funding received (Core fundingyV -P]
b) Amount of nonLocal Authority funding received (Core fundingyyV -P]
coVal ue of other déexternal 6 grants or co.
noncore activitfWV -P]
d) Value ofexternal projects substantially influencegeherated by the
AONB Team[WV-L / WV-P]
e) Value of volunteer daygVV-P]
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APPENDIX |

JOINT ADVISORY COMMI TTEE

The Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Joint Advisory
Committee (JAC) compriseof representatives from the following organisations:

Local Authorities:
Forest of Dean District Council (2 councillors)
Gloucestershire County Council (2 councillors)
Herefordshire Council (4 councillors)
Monmouthshire County Council (4 gocillors)

Co-opted membersumbrella organisations:
Herefordshire Association of Local Councils (HALC)
Gloucestershire Association of Parish and Town Councils (GAPTC)
One Voice Wales
Country Land & Business Associati¢GLA)
National Farmers bion (NFU)
A voluntary conservation sector representative for Gloucestershire
A voluntary conservation sector representative for Herefordshire
A voluntary conservation sector representative for Monmouthshire

Non-voting caopted members:
A representive of the local Wildlife Trusts,
Wye Valley Society,
River Wye Preservation Trust,
A Recreation interesbdsepresentative
A Tourism interes@representative

The JAC is supported by a Technical Officers Working PAT@WP), which
comprisedeal officersfromthe four local authorities and a range of Government
agenciesincluding:

Environment Agency
Forestry Commission
Forestry England

Historic England

Natural England

Natural Resources Wales
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APPENDIX I

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVI ATIONS

AONB Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
often specifically used in reference to the Wye Valley AONB
ASNW Ancient SemiNatural Woodland
BAP Biodiversity Action Plan
BL Business Link
Cadw Cadw
CAMS Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy
CAP Common Agricultural Policy
CC Chambers of Commerce
CCC County Community Councils,
e.g. Community First in Herefordshire
CFL County Food Links organisations
CLWS County localkey wildlife sites
CLA Country Land and Business Association
CPRE Campagn to Protect Rural England
CPRW Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales
CR-/B Carriage or Cart Road used mainly as Bridleway
CR-/F Carriage or Cart Road used mainly as a Footpath
CRoW Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000
DEFRA Department of Envonment, Food and Rural Affairs
DCLG Departments fo€Communities and Local Government
DI Deer Initiative
DMGs Deer Management Groups
DMPs Destination Management Partnerships
DNO (electricity) Distribution Network Operators
EA Environment Agency
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment
EHT Earth Heritagdrust, which is thendgGeoconservatiof+ustsgroup for
Herefordshire and Worcestershire
FC Forestry Commission
GCR TheGeological Conservation Review
GHG Green house gas(es)
GIS Geographical Irdrmation System
GLASS Green Lane Association
HA Highways Agency
HE Historic England
HER Historic Environment Records
HGV Heavy Goods Vehicle, eg any lorry or truck over 7.5 tons axle weight
HC Herefordshire Council
HLF Heritage Lottery Fund
HNV High Nature Value
HWT Herefordshire Wildlife Trust
JAC Joint Advisory Committee
LAS Local Authorities
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LA-LCC Local Authoritiesi Landscape, Countryside & Conservation services
LBAP Local Biodiversity Action Plan

LBRCs Local Biological Records Centres

LHA Loecalhighways-autherity

LMZs (AONB) Landscape Management Zones

LPA Local Planning Authority

MPAs Mineral Planning Authority

MPV Mechanically Propelled Vehicle

MPC Mobile phone companies

NAAONB National Association for Areas of Outstanding Nakt@eauty
NE Natural England

NERC Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006
NFU National Farmers Union

NGO Non-Governmental Organisation

NLHF National Lottery Heritage Fund

NNR National Nature Reserve

NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

NPPG National Planning Policy Guidance

NRW Natural Resources Wales

NT National Trust

ODPNT Of fabs Dyke Path National Trail
PAWS Planted Ancient Woodland Site

PCTs Primary Care Trusts

PT&CCs Parish, Town and Community Councils

PGP Hewelsfield and SBriavels Parish Grassland Project
PPW Planning Policy Wales

PRoW Public Rights of Way

RDPE Rural Development Programme England

RIGS Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites
ROWIP Rights of Way Improvement Plan

RUG Recreational usegroups

RWPT River Wye Preservation Trust

SAC Special Area of Conservation

SM Scheduled Monument

SMNR Sustainable Management of Natural Resources

SMR Sites-and-Monuments-Register

SoNaRR State of Natural Resources Report (in Wales)

SPD Supplementar Planning Document

SSSi Site of Special Scientific Interest

STEAM Scarborough Tourism Economic Activity Monitor

TLA three letter acronym

TOWP Technical Of ficersd Working Par
TRF Trai l Riders6é Fell owship
VE Visit England

vW Visit Wales

WFGA Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015

WG Welsh Government
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WT Woodland Trust

WIT County Wildlife Trusts

WVFTA Wye Valley & Forest of Dean Tourism Association
uc Utilities companies
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APPENDIX I

GLOSSARY & REFERENCES

Term used

Definition / Explanation

Affordable Housing

Low cost housing for sale or rent, often from a housing association, provided to
the needs of local people who cannot afford accommodation through the open n

Aggregates

Sand and gravel, crushed rock and othék materials used in the construction
industry for purposes such as making concrete, mortar, asphalt or roadstone, dr
or bulk filling.

Agri-environment
Schemes

A range of schemes operated by DEFRA designed to encourage environmental
friendly farming and public enjoyment of the countryside, includes Countryside
Stewardship in England and Tir Gofal in Wales.

Alder Phytophthora

A fatal fungal infection of trees believed to be a relatively recent hybrid of fungi
Phytophthora cambivora and Phytopit fragariae, the plant pathogen is capable
inflicting widespread damage to trees in the Alder family.

Alien species.

Plant or animal species that has either been transported accidentally through hy
activity, or purposefully introduced, from théiistorically known native ranges into
new ecosystems where they did not evolve. Also known asngagenous, exotic,
invasive or introduced species.

Amenity

The pleasant or normally satisfactory aspects of a location, which contribute to i
overall chaacter and the enjoyment of residents or visitors.

Ancient SemiNatural
Woodland

An ancient woodland site, believed to have had continuous woodland cover sing
1600 AD, composed principally of native tree species that have not obviously bg
planted.

Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty
(AONB)

Area designated under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 14
with the primary purpose of designation being to conserve natural beauty.

Area Statements

The Environment (Wales) Act 20X6quires thee be produced tacilitate the
implementation ofVe | s h  Go v the Natoral Resduices Policy. In doing so
they will address the national challenges, opportunities and priorities in the area
apply the principles of SMNR. Area Statements will pdavinformation about the
natural resources in the area, and the benefits they praViten producedhe South
East Wales Are8tatementwill provide a useful context for the AONB Manageme
Planandprovide valuable evidence of the important ecosystewmicas of theWelsh
part of theAONB.

Biodiversity

The common term for "biological diversitythe variety of life and the natural
processes of which living things are a part. The term includes living organisms,
genetic differences between them amel communities in which they occur.

Biodiversity Action
Plans (BAPs)

A plan, programme or strategy for the conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity. Biodiversity Action Plans are a key means by which the UK
Government commitment to the Convention Biological Diversity at Rio de Janeir
(1992) is to be met.

bio-fuels currently methane, alcohols and biodiesel, all of which may be made from susta
agricultural crops, producing valuable-pyoducts
Bridleway A public right of way for walkes and those on horseback, or leading a horse, toge

with permission by parliament for use by pedal bicyclists, provided they give way
walkers and horse riders. A bridleway may also have higher rights (see Public R
of Way)

Broadleaved Trees

Trees belonging to the botanical group Angiospermae, carrying broad leaves, w
usually shed all their foliage at the end of the growing season. Also known as
deciduous or hardwood trees.

Browsing

A method of feeding by herbivores in which the leavesgeripheral shots are
removed from trees and shrubs.

Buffer Zone

The region near the border of a protected area providing a zone of transition bet
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