Staunton Meend
Fact File

Location: 3.25 km south west of Staunton

Status: Common Land

Ownership: Staunton Parish Council

Land area: 51.2 acres (19 hectare site)
Current condition: A Higher Level Stewardship Agreement is in place with Natural England for this 19 hectare site. (1 hectare is equivalent to 2.4 acres). A mix of neglected acid grassland, and mixed broadleaved woodland, where birch is the dominant species.
Aim: to restore the area to acid grassland/heathland and maintain the wooded area and the ponds and boundaries that are distinctive features of this unique landscape.
Staunton Meend is 51.2 acres of common land located in the Parish of Staunton. Commons are parcels of land that have historically provided the community with certain rights to access and use the land. Commoners at Staunton Meend have the following rights over the land which include; grazing with horses or ponies or other livestock, to gather turf, bracken, firewood, brush, gorse and game. In recent times, these rights are rarely exercised and the lack of grazing and management has negatively impacted upon the nature conservation value of the land. The area of common surrounding the reservoir has reverted to predominantly birch woodland, while bracken has become the dominant plant covering the majority of the Meend.  
Today the Meend is owned and managed by the Staunton Parish Council. The work there is directly undertaken by the Staunton Meend Restoration Group, which is run by John Flynn a local resident who voluntarily gives his time and energy to this project.

 In 2004 the land was overgrown with bracken and the AONB unit assisted the community to undertake works on the Meend. Machinery was brought in to the site and the top layer of bracken growth was removed from the most infested areas. Bracken smothers the growth of grasses and flowers that would otherwise carpet the area and improve the range of species on the site and in turn, the range of invertebrates the plants would support. The Meend has the potential to host a greater range of wildlife than it does currently. 
Over the years the AONB volunteers, the Staunton Mend Restoration Group and many other groups have continued to assist the restoration of the Meend. The work in recent years has included re-instatement of stone wall boundaries, planting of new hedges, clearing bracken and silver birch saplings and planting of heather cuttings to encourage the re-establishment of this important plant, that is closely associated with acid/grassland or heathland which is the desired outcome of the work.
The Restoration Groups plan for 2012 is to introduce grazing animals to the Meend. Since 2004 the grassland has improved and there is now enough grass to sustain ponies. The Moorland Mousie Trust has agreed to provide Exmoor ponies for what is known as conservation grazing. These ponies are accustomed to grazing on similar poor grassland to the Meend on their native Exmoor, and they are able to remain outdoors all year.The ponies will trample the bracken in their search for grass, even during snowy conditions. This intensive searching for grass by the ponies will accelerate the improvement of the restoration. In 2011 the group were awarded a grant from the Sustainable Development Fund which is administered by the AONB unit. The grant will enable the Group to install cattle grids and new sections of fencing and this will allow the ponies to roam freely on the Meend. At the same time, the public, who use the Meend for recreation, will still be able to use their customary footpaths.
